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Our 
Purpose

Fewer people should die from cancer in Wales, no 
matter who they are or where they live.

Moondance Cancer Initiative aims to accelerate 
significant and sustained improvements in 
cancer survival over the next ten years. We are a 
not-for-profit company wholly funded by the 
Moondance Foundation.

Professor Jared Torkington working from Cardiff and the Vale UHB has expressed his concern at the 
number of deaths from bowel cancer in Wales and the fact that an increasing number of younger 
people are now presenting themselves with symptoms. In this context a partnership between the 
Moondance Foundation and Health professionals led by Professor Torkington was established in 
January, 2019. Pontypridd High was the only school in Wales to be invited to work alongside 
colleagues in the health sector within this very innovative initiative. The work itself, funded by the 
Moondance Foundation was organised through five different ‘workstreams’, one of which was 
centred around delivering learning experiences in an education setting. 
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Cancer has become the single biggest cause of 
premature death in Wales.
 
In the next 15 years, there will be more deaths from cancer 
in those under 75 than those from cardiovascular, 
respiratory and liver deaths combined. 
 
Even before Covid-19, it was projected that the number of 
people ‘living with cancer’ in Wales would double to over 
200,000 by 2030.

Introduction
Unfortunately, it is a fact that many people around the world are dying 
from different diseases. Fortunately, in the UK we do not suffer from 
most of these in such large numbers but there are other diseases which 
we need to be very aware of. 

One of those diseases and probably the most important for us in the 
UK and Wales is cancer. You will be aware of this word, but we do not 
often talk about it enough to make sure we can help ourselves, our 
families, and friends around us. This is one of the reasons I am so 
pleased that throughout this project schools and communities can work 
together to learn more about cancer and how we can all make 
decisions that will reduce the number of people who will need to be 
treated and therefore who may die from cancer.

Bowel and lung cancer are major health issues for us in Wales. In fact, 
in RCT we have the 6th highest rate of bowel cancer in Wales. If I tell you 
that we have the treatment and medicines that can cure over 90% of 
cases if the treatment is carried out early enough, you will understand 
why it is so important we learn about the signs and symptoms of this 
cancer and how to look after ourselves better.

I am sure you will not know very much about bowel cancer at the 
present time. This is why my NHS colleagues, and I will be working with 
schools so that pupils can learn about the signs and symptoms of 
cancer, meaning they can tell when their health may not be as good as 
it could be. Together we want them to know more because we know that 
the decisions made at an early age can make a huge difference to 
peoples’ chances of living a very healthy life. 

We want to work with schools so that pupils will be able to discuss these 
things with their parents, carers, grandparents, and other family 
members so they may be able to make decisions that are able to help 
them also. Through this work pupils will listen to the experiences of 
different patients and learn about the treatment they received for 
(bowel) cancer. They will also listen to interviews with different staff in a 
hospital who all play a part in this treatment. By doing this we can show 
everyone the different types of jobs people do in the health service and 
in a hospital. It would be great to think that this may interest and 
motivate some to think of a career in the health service in the future.

I hope that through this work pupils will learn new things but also
 improve many skills, giving them the confidence to make informed 
decisions which can reduce the risk of cancer in the future. 

Professor 
Jared 
Torkington

Consultant 
Colorectal 
Surgeon
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Cancer Rates: A 
Wider Perspective

This Information shows the 
incidence and survival rates of 
cancer on a European and National 
scale. All of this detail is important 
because it contextualises the many 
issues around successful 
identification and subsequent 
treatment. It also supports the 
concerns expressed by people like 
Professor Torkington and 
underlines the need for 
specific strategies and actions such 
as those identified in the 
Moondance Initiative.

Graph 1
Wales has the lowest cancer 
survival rate of all countries in the UK. 
In turn the UK itself has a lower rate 
than the average for all European 
countries. 

Graph 2
Within the Cwm Taf Morgannwg UHB 
area (Merthyr Tydfil, RCT, Bridgend), 
lung cancer is by far the most 
significant cancer type with colorectal 
(bowel) cancer fourth in the list.

Graph 3
The most recent data from 2016-18 
for all Local  Authority areas in Wales 
shows that RCT currently has the sixth 
highest incidence of bowel cancer of all 
22 LA areas in Wales.
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The most recent data confirms that cancer incidence in Wales and within CTM and RCT is higher 
than that expected and this is also the case for bowel cancer. Bowel cancer can be detected before 
sypmtoms are present through a screening test. The bowel screening programme in Wales offers a 
home test to women and men aged between 60 and 74. People in this age category are invited to take 
the test every two years. The most recent data for the CTM region (2019/20) shows some encouraging 
signs with more people undertaking the screening test with the figure of 62.1% for RCT now above the 
Wales average.

Bowel Screening Uptake 2019-20 *PHW

Health Board Unitary Authority Name Eligble/
Invited Tested Uptake %

Cwm, Taf Morgannwg Bridgend 12030 7629 63.4

Cwm Taf Morgannwg Merthyr Tydfil 4926 2915 59.2

Cwm Taf Morgannwg Rhondda Cynon Taf 19595 12169 62.1

Wales Total 273045 167986 61.5

Within Cwm Taf 
Morgannwg

The trend in cancer incidence rates for 
Wales show an overall reduction since 2002, 
in particular since 2013. However, the trend 
for Cwm Taf Morgannwg is very different, 
in particular since 2015. The steep increase 
can be attributed to many factors and this 
information again informs those working 
within the Moondance Initiative. 

There are also variations in outcomes 
within Cwm Taf Morgannwg including a 
gap in life expectancy between the most 
and least deprived areas. 

The Importance of Bowel Screening and 
responding to symptoms early
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Colorectal cancer by stage at diagnosis in Cwm Taf Morgannwg *PHW

Cancer incidence trends in Cwm Taf Morgannwg for all malignancies excluding 
Non-melanoma Skin Cancer, Persons, 2002-2018 *PHW (Y-axis Truncated)
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As mentioned by Professor Torkington in his introduction, 
survival from cancer improves with early diagnosis. Knowing 
the signs and symptoms and acting on them is important. 

The graph to the right for stage of cancer at diagnosis within 
CTM shows that over half of people with bowel cancer present 
at a later stage (3&4), a point at which treatment has shown to 
be less successful. 

People are encouraged to present when they first notice 
symptoms of bowel cancer including:

• Bleeding from your bottom and/or blood in your poo.
• A persistent and unexplained change in bowel habits. 
• Unexplained weight loss.
• Extreme tiredness for no obvious reason. 
• A pain or lump in your tummy. 

Early Stage (1&2)
Late Stage (3&4)

Unknown



Moondance Cancer Initiative and 
Pontypridd High School

The role of Pontypridd High School in Phase 1 was centred around the development of a 
learning programme to be delivered in PHS. This could inform further development and 
partnerships beyond the school and for the benefit of the school community linked to 
screening and treatment where appropriate.

PHS staff developed the learning programme aimed at students in Years 7 and 8 only. In 
developing resources staff made links to the requirements of the planned curriculum reform 
in Wales from 2023, the Gatsby aims for careers and the world of work and made resources 
available online. The learning programe will also be made available in Welsh. 

In developing resources PHS worked with colleagues in Health (in particular within Cardiff 
and the Vale UHB in Phase 1) to pilot learning experiences and resources / information 
available. This was a very positive element of work in Phase 1 though it was always recognised 
that extending such work base experiences to all children and to other schools would be 
more challenging.

Phase 1 included delivery to a pilot group of Year 8 students in the Spring of 2019 and then to 
a whole Year 7 cohort in the Autumn and Spring of 2019/20, completing this work just before 
the pandemic led to initial lockdown and school closure in March, 2020.

Achievements from this phase

1. Delivery of two cycles of the 
programme to pupils within 
Pontypridd high school.

2. A pupil led live event 
3. The development of the           

education module for delivery 
within Health & Wellbeing

4. Establishing partnerships    
between Pontypridd High, UHW 
Cardiff, Bowel Screening Wales,    
Bowel Cancer UK and WIMAT 
Cardiff

5. Feedback from students 
and parents / carers and           
families involved has been 100%        
positive

Phase One January 2019
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Moondance
Phase 1

Pontypridd High School 
delivering a 

Learning Programme

Part 2
Plan and develop the resources 
for a school-based learning 
programme around the theme of 
cancer and bowel cancer

Part 1
Working in partnership with 

colleagues in the Health sector

Part 3
Plan and create the 
opportunities for ‘health’ based 
experiential learning as part of 
the programme

Part 4

Deliver the learning programme 
in partnership with health 

colleagues to students in Years 7 
and 8 



  

Phase Two September 2020Partners in 
the Learning 
Programme

Secondary Schools

Pontypridd High 
School

Bryn Celynnog 
Comprehensive 

School

Cardinal 
Newman 

Catholic CS
Y Pant 
School

Hawthorn High 
School

Ysgol Garth 
Olwg

Other Partners

Rhondda Cynon 
Taf CBC

Cwm Taf 
Morgannwg 

UHB
Bowel Screening 

Wales

Bowel Cancer 
UK

Public Health 
Wales

Taff Ely Primary 
Care Cluster 

Services

 Cardiff and 
Vale UHB

Inter Link 
Rhondda Cynon 

Taf

WIMAT 
Cardiff

Moondance 
Cancer Initiative

Welsh Network 
of Healthy 

Schools

Taff  Ely
Primary Care 

Cluster Services 

Following the relative success and positive 
feedback from students, parents and carers to 
work undertaken in Phase 1, the Moondance 
Foundation extended funding to include Phase 
2 planning and implementation from September, 
2020. 

The workstreams established in Phase 1 
continued into Phase 2 and this provided the 
opportunity to improve and embed the school 
learning programme but also to establish a 
broader and more impactful partnership with 
colleagues in other secondary schools, health, 
third sector and within the Local Authority of 
RCT.

All schools listed identified a lead Moondance 
practitioner and the group have worked in 
collaboration to produce a new, more 
comprehensive learning programme, building 
on the experiences from Phase 1 pilot groups. 
This work has had a clear focus on learning 

experiences around a central theme of cancer 
and bowel cancer in particular. The learning also 
provides excellent opportunities to link with new 
curriculum proposals and the application of 
cross-curricular skills. Importantly the 
education partnership includes one Welsh 
medium school and as such the learning 
programme will be available bilingually.

Working with a range of partners, many within 
the health sector has had the benefit of 
providing access to the most relevant and 
accurate information and sources of data. It 
also provides more opportunity for community 
strategies to be better co-ordinated and 
publicised more widely especially in local 
communities. 

Essentially it gives professionals in different 
workplace settings opportunities to share their 
expertise and energy in working towards the 
aims of the Moondance Initiative.

Moondance
Phase 2

Learning programmes for 
students, their families and 
the communities in which 

they live

Part 2: Through 2021/22

To produce a Learning 
Programme about cancer and 
bowel cancer
in partnership with selected 
secondary schools in RCT

Part 1: Through 2020/21
To establish working 

partnerships with Schools, RCT 
corporate and CTM UHB

Part 3: Summer 2021
To produce a family learning and 
awareness programme

Part 4: Sep 2021 to Mar 2022
To deliver and evaluate learning 
programmes for Year 7 students 

and their families across 6 RCT 
secondary schools 
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Learning Experiences and What Matters

Curriculum development should be at the heart of 
practitioner, school and national efforts which seek to 
raise standards for all, tackle the attainment gap, and 
ensure an education system that is a source of 
national pride and enjoys public confidence.

The Moondance learning programme in schools is 
designed to provide young people with experiences, 
knowledge and skills that they need for 
employment, lifelong learning and active citizenship.

The programme is designed to make a very meaningful 
contribution to any school curriculum and to learner 
experiences in pursuit of the four purposes which are 
highlighted in the diagram below. The focus on cancer 
and bowel cancer has a very clear rationale and 
context which makes it clear that planning any 
provision must consider what we teach, how we teach 
and crucially, why we teach it. 

Experiential learning and local 
context

This programme explores the issue of 
cancer internationally, nationally but 
most important at a local context. It helps 
learners to make sense of the skills and 
knowledge they are developing by making 
connections with the surroundings and 
community they are more familiar with. It 
also introduces learners to less familiar 
contexts, broadening their horizons and 
appreciating wider challenges and issues.

By linking the programme to the Gatsby 
careers benchmarks, learning will also 
open learners’ eyes to the possibilities that 
lie ahead, providing high-quality 
experiences about skills and career path-
ways, raising the aspirations of learners 
who may not consider that some 
opportunities are available to them, in 
particular those within the health sector.

Curriculum 2022‘What Matters’ Area of Learning Experience  : Expressive Arts
EA 1 Exploring the expressive arts is essential to developing artistic skills and knowledge and it enables learners to become curious and creative individuals.
EA 2 Responding and reflecting, both as artist and audience, is a fundamental part of learning in the expressive arts.
EA 3 Creating combines skills and knowledge, drawing on the senses, inspiration and imagination.

Area of Learning Experience : Health and Wellbeing
HaW 1 Developing physical health and well-being has lifelong benefits.
HaW 2 How we process and respond to our experiences affects our mental health and emotional well-being.
HaW 3 Our decision-making impacts on the quality of our lives and the lives of others.
HaW4 How we engage with social influences shapes who we are and affects our health and well-being. 
HaW 5 Healthy relationships are fundamental to our well-being. 

Area of Learning Experience : Humanities
H1 Enquiry, exploration and investigation inspire curiosity about the world, its past, present and future.
H2 Events and human experiences are complex, and are perceived, interpreted and represented in different ways.
H3 Our natural world is diverse and dynamic, influenced by processes and human actions.
H4 Human societies are complex and diverse, and shaped by human actions and beliefs.
H5 Informed, self-aware citizens engage with the challenges and opportunities that face humanity, and are able to take considered and ethical action.

Area of Learning Experience  : Languages, Literacy and Communication
LLC 1 Languages connect us.
LLC 2 Understanding languages is key to understanding the world around us.
LLC 3 Expressing ourselves through languages is key to communication.
LLC 4 Literature fires imagination and inspires creativity.

Area of Learning Experience : Mathematics and Numeracy
MaN 1 The number system is used to represent and compare relationships between numbers and quantities.
MaN 2 Algebra uses symbol systems to express the structure of mathematical relationships.
MaN 3 Geometry focuses on relationships involving shape, space and position, and measurement focuses on quantifying phenomena in the physical world.
MaN 4 Statistics represent data, probability models chance, and both support informed inferences and decisions.

Area of Learning Experience : Science and Technology
SaT 1 Being curious and searching for answers is essential to understanding and predicting phenomena.
SaT 2 Design thinking and engineering offer technical and creative ways to meet society’s needs and wants.
SaT 3 The world around us is full of living things which depend on each other for survival.
SaT 4 Matter and the way it behaves defines our universe and shapes our lives.
SaT 5 Forces and energy provide a foundation for understanding our universe.
SaT 6 Computation is the foundation for our digital world.

This learning programme will focus on some 
‘Areas of Learning’ more than others. In 
particular it has important links to the Health 
and Wellbeing experiences in addition to the 
literacy, numeracy and digital competency links. 
Teacher resources as part of this programme 
provide full information on the 27 statements of 
what matters across the six AoLEs, and incor-
porate the relevant progression steps for learn-
ers, providing information on attainment and 
development linked with the corresponding age 
range. 

By incorporating different ‘What Matters’ 
statements learners are able to progress to a 
more sophisticated understanding of the key 
knowledge, ideas and principles contained 
within this programme. In this way the 
statements of what matters help to underpin 
learning so that children engaged with this 
Moondance initiative in schools can develop a 
coherent understanding of a range of 
information, making connections between 
different learning, rather than accumulating 
isolated facts and activities.
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Multimedia Resources

The lesson content has been developed using a 
range of multimedia resources to ensure 
lessons have maximum impact on pupil 
engagement. Throughout the module video 
clips are used to share patient stories, real 
life perspectives on careers throughout the 
NHS and important information regarding the 
screening test. Links to resources are 
embedded throughout the PowerPoint slides for 
easy teacher access when preparing to deliver 
the lessons.

Pupil Booklet and Parent Info 

As a Learning Organisation at the heart of our 
community it is important to us that 
learning extends beyond the classroom and 
into the families within our school community. 
To achieve this, we have designed a 
parent/carer module to accompany the pupil 
lessons that includes key public health 
messages regarding the signs and symptoms of 

Bowel Cancer and the importance of screening. 
The parent/carer module includes information 
post cards summarising the pupil learning at 
key points throughout the module, 
independent learning tasks for pupils that 
parents/carers can also engage with and a 
co-ordinated approach to sharing the 
outcomes of the learning programme on social 
media channels for schools, partners and the 
Local Authority. All resources are embedded in 
the PowerPoints and can be easily sent home 
using usual school methods of contact via 
email or e-message. 

Schools Learning 
Programme

Engaging PowerPoints which include the 
most up-to-date health data and account for 

cross-curricular learning experiences.

Fully planned lessons linked to specific slides in 
both the PowerPoints and Pupil Booklet, which 

include suggested discussion points. 

PowerPoint Lessons Lesson Plans

Pre-recorded video resources embedded on 
slides from Medical Professionals, Cancer 

Survivors and Skills-based Educators

A detailed pupil booklet which runs alongside 
the PowerPoints. Parent information is included 

to compliment these lessons.

Developing a 
fully resourced and   
immersive learning 

experience for 
young people

Multimedia Resources Pupil Booklet & Parent Info

PowerPoint Lessons

The Moondance Bowel Cancer learning module 
has been designed in collaboration between 
Pontypridd High School and five additional 
secondary schools across Rhondda Cynon Taf. 
Developed and informed by the observations 
of pupil learning throughout phases one and 
two of the project, the learning module has 
been evaluated and refined into a unit of work 
aligned with the new curriculum for Wales 2023. 
Each lesson is shared in PowerPoint format and 
complete with all resources needed for delivery. 
The module as a whole provides opportunities 
for pupils to acquire knowledge and develop 
their skills whilst also providing opportunities 

for experiential learning such as engagement 
with a wide range of health professionals.

Lesson Plans

To accompany each lesson is a detailed lesson 
plan including learning objectives, success 
criteria and links to the cross curricular skills 
frameworks for literacy, numeracy, and digital 
competence. Lessons have been developed for 
teachers by teachers and include suggested 
questions to guide discussions and a variety 
of activities to develop pupil skills. A teacher 
guide complete with notes is included as an 
extra resource to support teacher delivery. All 
of the lesson content has been quality assured 
in partnership with colleagues from Public 
Health Wales to ensure data sources are 
reliable and up to date and key messages are 
accurate. Lesson plans are linked with 
specific PowerPoint slides as well as linking with 
the relevant pages included in the pupil 
booklet, reflecting what is shown on the slide 
and what will be expected of pupils. 
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The classroom-based elements of the learning 
module are also further enhanced by a series 
of independent learning tasks for pupils to 
complete at home. These tasks give parents/
carers the opportunity to engage with the 
learning alongside the pupils and help to 
communicate the key public health messages 
beyond the classroom. The independent 
learning tasks also give further opportunities 
for pupils to develop their competence in each 
of the cross curricular skills,
underpinned by the four core purposes.

Independent 
Learning

Clear Objectives and Success Criteria for every lesson Plenaries within every lesson aimed at stretching, challenging 
and consolidating learning.

Embedded teaching and learning resources which can be 
donwloaded directly from the PowerPoint
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Schools Learning Programme Overview

Lesson Theme HaW 1 HaW 3 LLC 2 - 
Literacy

LLC 3 - 
Literacy

MaN 4 - 
Numeracy

Digital 
Competence Independent Learning & Parent/Community Information

1 Global diseases and the local 
context

Parent/carer brochure sent out to set the 
learning context and communicate key public health messages

2 What is cancer?

Targeted information about the bowel screening process including 
Bowel Screening Wales inforgraphics3 Signs & Symptoms - Part 1

4 Signs & Symptoms - Part 2

5 Bowel Screening Independent task – interview parents/carers/grandparents to find out 
how much they know about what is normal and the signs and symptoms. 

More able pupils can design their own questionnaire and analyse the 
class data. The results can be shared with parents/carers along with a 

pupil designed information leaflet/video.6 Bowel Screening Debate

7 Reducing the Risk - Diet & 
Exercise - Part 1

Suggested fitness activities and recipes sent home to give families the 
opportunity to engage with learning along with the pupils

8 Reducing the Risk - Diet & 
Exercise - Part 2

9 The Patient Journey - Part 1 ‘Something for the Weekend’ tasks to cook a healthy meal together 
designed by pupils in class and a series of exercise challenges to take 

part in together. These tasks will be accompanied by a newsletter/leaflet 
that will summarise the pupil learning that has taken place regarding 

diet and exercise and the impact on reducing the risk of cancer.10 The Patient Journey - Part 2

11 Career Pathways NHS careers fayre for pupils, parents and carers to attend

12 Assessment - Part 1

Examples of pupil digital work to be shared on social media platforms 
across schools and LA.13 Assessment - Part 2

14 Assessment - Part 3
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Phase 2 of Moondance Initiative in schools has 
a focus on learning and awareness for both 
children and their parents / carers and 
other members of their family. This is all 
centred around a theme of cancer and bowel 
cancer and it involves close partnerships 
between professionals from different sectors.

A key outcome is for more adults to engage 
with the bowel screening process and be aware 
of signs and symptoms. Of course the schools 
themselves cannot be responsible for 

improving uptake themselves but it is clear 
that work in schools can make a contribution 
somewhere in achieving this goal. In 
particular, this has been effective within 
Pontypridd High School through regular home 
contact, and learning experiences which 
showcase the impact of this project to a wider 
audience.

For now the Moondance Initiative is focussed 
on cancer but schools, health colleagues and 
those working in Local Authorities can 
consider how different health related issues 
may use this Moondance model to help 
support improvement in other areas. The 
energy and resources made more readily 
available through the collaboration already 
evidenced is a sound foundation from which to 
take this thinking forward.

Community 
Programme

Family Learning and Awareness

It is good practice to make links between school 
and the home and the Moondance learning 
programme places great emphasis on this in 
aiming to be transparent and informative.

A very positive feature of the Phase 1 work was 
the full support from parents and carers about 
the rationale for delivering a programme about 
bowel cancer in a school setting and its real 
benefits to everyone’s health and wellbeing.

Therefore, a key feature therefore of Phase 2 is 
the delivery of a learning and awareness 
programme for parents, carers and family 
members that complements and runs in 
parallel with that delivered to children in school. 
This involves making all resources available 
through online platforms so that adults are 
aware of learning in school but adapting 
information so that it both informs and 
educates adults about the same subject matter. 

A very relevant example is 
illustrated by the link between teaching 
resources and family information around the 
bowel screening process. Children will be able 
to learn about the testing process whilst adults 
will receive details of when, how and where 
they can access a test and what the process of 
screening may entail. In this way this aspect of 
the learning programme is not only supported 
in schools but also by Bowel Screening Wales, 
Local GP practices and more broadly by RCT in 
its ability to communicate information. 

The e-postcard above is an illustration of how 
parents, carers and families will receive 
information at different points through the 
programme. It will highlight the work being 
undertaken in school and support they can 
provide at home and actions they may also 
take on a personal level to manage their own 
health and wellbeing.
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Improved health and  
wellbeing that can be 

sustained by all available 
resources / sectors

(not just bowel cancer)

Identification of school / 
community issue through 

health and education 
partnership

Learning and awareness 
programme designed for 

the school and community

Measuring progress and 
impact through 

recognized education and 
health related criteria

Community knowledge and 
awareness positively 

linked to lifestyle choices

Engagement in initiatives 
and programmes that 

provide care, support and 
treatment



Quality Assurance 
and Evaluation

Delivering learning in schools about 
cancer and bowel cancer is a sensitive 
subject matter for all involved but also a 
professional challenge to school staff in 
delivering accurate and meaningful 
experiences. Crucially this programme 
has established strong partnerships 
between education and health 
professionals. This is an excellent 
feature and something that the 
Moondance initiative has provided both 
the stimulus and energy for.

Through this collaboration there has 
been and will be a continuous review 
and evaluation of the programme. 
Formal and informal dialogue, 
between sectors provides a source 
of continual advice and support for 
the learning programme in schools. In 
particular it is:

• A source of information and                
resources which are accurate and     
focussed on the key educational 
aims of the  Moondance initiative 
in schools

• A source of advice regarding the 
most effective ways of delivery and 
therefore a major contributor to 
the professional development for 
staff

• Able to provide absolute quality       
assurance and credibility to 
teaching staff delivering such a 
sensitive subject matter to 
students and to inform their 
parents, carers and families.

As important as the link between 
education and health is the support 
for schools provided by the Local 
Authority. RCT have fully endorsed the 
Moondance initiative and their ability 
to promote and communicate 
messages within localised areas and 
also across the LA area are a vital 
part of this learning programme. In 
particular that which is aimed at 
raising awareness of families and 
communities around each 
participating school.

Moondance and Schools as 
Learning Organisations

The Moondance learning module has been 
designed to enable pupils to learn how to 
safeguard themselves and their loved ones by 
developing an understanding of the signs and 
symptoms of Bowel Cancer and the 
importance of screening. As a Learning 
Organisation we have ensured that the 
learning will extend beyond the classroom and 
into our local community. We have learnt from 
our wider learning system the impact this can 
have on our school community and beyond. We 
have also harnessed the power of collaboration 

by working with partners that bridge education, 
health and local government. We have 
developed the module through an enquiry style 
approach by observing pupil learning through 
phase 1 and 2 of the project, evaluating and 
refining the module in collaboration with our 
partners. Our alignment with the School as a 
Learning Organisation Model will help us to 
achieve our shared vision of improving survival 
rates of Bowel Cancer in our local area with he 
hope that it will be able to extend beyond this 
local context. 
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Moondance reflections...

Learner’s learning
Since 2019 the Moondance Foundation has 
enabled children in schools to develop their 
knowledge and understanding of cancer and 
bowel cancer and also to participate in 
experiences that improve learning skills and 
help to raise aspirations. 

Work already completed shows the positive 
impact that this thematic learning can have for 
children engaged with this programme. It helps 
them to understand the significance of making 
informed decisions regarding their own 
physical, emotional and mental health and  
wellbeing. 

Professional learning
Collaboration between professionals is always 
welcomed and this initiative has provided the 
motive and pathways down which ideas can 
be explored, shared and materialised. The 
outcome of such work is already evident in the 
learning programmes created for children and 

adults in the communities of southern RCT. 

As work progresses through Phase 2, these 
partnerships will become more established and 
this work will be a very credible source of full 
evaluations that can inform the next steps. 

Community Wellbeing
The Moondance Cancer initiative aims to 
accelerate significant and sustained 
improvements in cancer survival over the next 
ten years. Collectively, schools are at the heart 
of their community and as such they are ideally 
placed to be one of the pivots around which 
this type of initiative can be communicated.  

It has already been shown that this school led 
programme can make a positive contribution 
towards this Moondance aim and also towards 
further strategies that improve individual 
decision making. This will support a collective 
ability to impact positively on the health and 
wellbeing of a community, young and old.  
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