
 
 
 
 
School Lane, Hawthorn, Pontypridd, CF37 5AL    Tel: 01443 841228    Fax: 01443 846464    Email: hawthorn@hawthornhs.co.uk 

Headteacher / Prifathro: Mr J Hicks BA(Hons) MA (Ed) NPQH 

Ysgol Uwchradd Hawthorn, Lon Yr Ysgol,  

Hawthorn, Pontypridd, CF37 5AL 

 

        

      
HAWTHORN HIGH SCHOOL 

Health, Happiness, Success 

  

Headteacher’s Blog – Monday 11th March 2019 
 
Hello everyone, 
 
We are just about at the halfway point of this academic year here at Hawthorn and there is so much going on 
around the campus.  Year 11 and 10 students have just received their results from their most recent GCSE English 
Literature modules and both year groups are in a very strong position to be able to improve on the results 
achieved at school last summer.  The English Department made a good deal of the use of ‘Google Classrooms’ to 
share revision resources as part of their Tuesday evening revision sessions and it was clear that those pupils who 
attended regularly and made use of what was made available achieved the strongest results.  Under the 
leadership of Mr Gillies in the ICT Department an increasing number of subject areas are now making use of what 
‘Google classrooms’ has to offer and we are pleased to see so many students getting involved.  Thorough revision 
in the coming weeks and months will be the key to public examination success for all Year 11 students and a guide 
will be distributed to Year 11 parents shortly.  Close to 100 pupils in the current Year 11 have completed 
provisional options returns for the Pontypridd Sixth Form next year and we look forward to welcoming them back 
to continue their studies with us. 
 
On the subject of the Sixth Form it was lovely to hear in recent weeks form Morgan Cronin on her progress at Yale 
University in the United States and it was a fantastic reminder of what can be achieved in the Sixth Form provision 
here at school.  Morgan’s mother Melony wrote: “Morgan is thriving at Yaleand still getting A's. The way her 
degree is structured she has to complete requirements in more than one discipline which she loves; she's 
currently studying Spanish, Psychology and two Economics courses and has decided she will major in economics. 
She has joined a sorority and has just been confirmed as their director of community service. She continues to 
volunteer and has become a trainer/supervisor of a Yale organisation that supports members of the community 
to complete tax returns. She has made amazing friends and has really thrown herself into college life. While she is 
in America she also has the opportunity to travel around; spring break is in a week and she's flying to LA for a few 
days before her and her friends road trip to Vegas.  She's home in May but hoping to study in Europe over the 
summer.   We as a family are very grateful for all the help and support the school gave Morgan in completing her 
application to Yale, it has been life changing for her.” 
 
Obviously the proposal by the council to remove Sixth Form provision from schools in Pontypridd continues to be 
a concern for the school community and I would like to thank all those parents, staff and pupils who took the time 
to complete the consultation response pro formas in advance of the deadline for returns at the end of January.  
We hope that the Council will reconsider this aspect of their proposals for reorganisation. 
 
Towards the end of this month we will get our first previews of draft versions of the first batch of episodes that 
have been filmed at the school for the next series of ‘Our School’ on the BBC and we are all very excited to see 
how things have developed as a result of the editing process.  Once again we would like to thank all the parents 
who agreed to their families being involved – we hope you will be pleased when episodes begin to be released 
next Autumn.    
 
Year 8 are for the first time selecting option choices for their studies in GCSE subjects and staff are working hard 
to support them in making appropriate choices. 
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In these times of seemingly ever increasing austerity Governors face significant challenges in setting a budget for 
the forthcoming financial year.  I am sure you must have seen some of the national press coverage of the 
problems schools are facing in terms of their finances and things continue to be very difficult in this regard.  
Governors’ priority is to protect class size as far as possible and to continue to provide pupils with the resources 
they need to succeed. 
 
I would like to give my congratulations to Mr. Gavin Jones from our Maths team who has recently been successful 
in his application for the position of Head of Mathematics at the Bishop of Llandaff School in Cardiff.  Mr. Jones 
has given many years of service to the school and we wish him the very best of luck when he takes up his new 
role in September.  
 
Please be aware that we have now moved to an electronic process of communication with parents and and we 
would urge any parents who have not yet given us their email address to do so at their earliest convenience (data 
protection advice is available on the school website homepage).  I look forward to sending you the latest edition 
of the school newsletter in the coming weeks and months with further updates on all the exciting developments 
here at Hawthorn and, once again, thank you for your continuing support. 
Regards, 

 
 

 


