
 

Hawthorn Highlights      

Rugby Union approved 
Gym Room and 
extensive Catering 
options.  The pool will 
be managed and 
operated by Hawthorn 
High  School and will 
contribute positively to 
the overall Health & 
Wellbeing of Hawthorn 
pupils. 

 

 Refurbishment and 
repair works are racing 
ahead on the 
Hawthorn 
Pool.  With the 
new roof 
structures 
already in 
place, it is 
anticipated 
that our 
opening date will be the 
beginning of June 2016.  

The Junior Olympic 
length pool at 25m, 
with depths raging from 
1m to 1.8m will open to 
Hawthorn pupils in the 
Summer Term.  The 
pool will also be 
available to our partner 

Primary schools and we 
are currently finalising 

our membership 
options for the entire 
Community. 

  

The £800,000  
refurbishment 
programme 
funded by the 
RCT Council, will 
feature a Welsh 

Plans are well underway for our 

next exciting musical 

extravaganza - hot on the heels 

of the success of the Wizard of 

Oz.  

Our new show, which will run 

in the Summer Term,  will be a 

collaborative venture with our 

feeder primary schools.                

Pupils from Key Stage 3 will 

work in partnership with Year 5  

pupils from our six cluster 

primary schools. This 

experience will ensure that all 

pupils who will be starting 

school with us  will already 

know our staff and pupils, thus 

ensuring their transition to High 

School is as smooth as possible.  

More details of the show will 

follow shortly but we can 

promise you a fun packed show 

with a happy ever after... 

The Big Splash - Hawthorn takes the plunge. 

The Show will go on... 

T H I S  E D I T I O N . . .  

 The Big Splash - an 

update on the 

progress of our 

new pool. 

 Plans for our new 

Transition musical 

show 

 Update of Maths 

results 

 STEM 

 European Rights 

 Maths Weekend 

 Syrian Awareness 

 National Honors 

 WBQ Projects 

 The Cory Brass 

 Rugby@Hawthorn 

 Celebrating 

Success & Rewards 

More pupils pass their Maths GCSE. 

Congratulations to the additional 21 pupils 

who passed their Maths GCSE in the 

November series and to all those pupils 

who successfully improved their grades. 

This will mean that even more pupils will 

finish Year 11 with top grades in Maths 

GCSE. 

@HawthornHighSch 
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Throughout this 

project we feel 

that we have 

brushed up on 

our team-

working and 

communication 

skills.  

Sixth form pupils find out about European Rights. 

STEM lands at Hawthorn 
Hawthorn’s new Maths 

and Science Teachers Miss 

Graham and Miss Stewart 

have launched our first 

ever STEM club. STEM club 

is a great opportunity for 

pupils to engage in fun and 

challenging activities 

exploring Science, 

Technology, Engineering 

and Maths outside of 

normal lessons in the 

curriculum. So far, pupils 

have conducted 

experiments replicating how 

a rocket engine works 

through Newton’s Third Law 

of Motion using balloons 

(see photo) and are now 

designing their own 

invention for a national 

STEM competition in April. 

Pupils are also attending a 

school trip to a STEM careers 

fair held at Cardiff City 

Stadium in February, where 

they can gain an insight into 

the diverse and exciting 

range of careers within these 

areas. Currently, the club 

takes place for Year 9 

pupils, with the hope to 

expand this to other year 

groups later on this year. 

 

 

they conducted all of the 
research on all the 
information we needed, 
such as statistics and 
quotes, from the specific 
field we chose to look at. 
Both the leaders and 
researchers then worked 
together to create a 
relevant questionnaire to 
find out the views of 
others on our topic. The 
presenters, which was the 
team we were both in, had 
to think of a creative way 
to present our work in a 
way that would get 
attention, yet be 
understandable to those 
who are from other 
countries that don’t speak 
much English. We decided 
to make a slide show 
using the information 
found out by the 
researchers, and our 
questionnaire results, in a 
story about two struggling 
teens who are afraid to 
express their sexual 
identities.  

 

Throughout this project 
we feel that we have 
brushed up on our team-
working and 
communication skills, as 
well as learning about an 
important issue, and how 
we can educate others on 
the rights they have, and 
how some people don’t 
have these rights. All of us 
feel that we want to 
become more involved in 
greater issues regarding 
rights around the world, 
and we want to encourage 
others to do the same! 
Amiee Morgan and Carys 
Hale, Year 12 

The CITI rights project aims 
to teach young people on 
rights European citizens 
have, why it’s important to 
have rights, and how these 
rights are sometimes taken 
away from people. 

As a team we collectively 
decided on the topic 
‘LGBTQI+ rights’ which 
stands for lesbian, gay, 
bisexual, transgender, queer, 
intersex and more. We 
thought this topic was a 
good choice as it is relevant 
in today’s society, especially 
in other countries where 
LGBTQI+ is less accepted. We 
then split off into sub groups 
that were chosen based on 
our specific skills. The three 
groups we divided into were 
leaders, researchers and 
presenters.  The task of the 
leaders was to decide on a 
specific branch to look into 
from our topic, to upload our 
work onto twitter and the 
CITI rights page, to give us 
feedback and make the final 
decisions. The researchers 
have a self-explanatory title; 

 



It all added up...to a great weekend! 
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A group of Year 11 pupils spent an 

intensive weekend at Dare Valley 

Country Park preparing for their 

January Maths exams. The pupils 

worked in small groups tackling a 

range of topics and solving Maths 

problems.  

After a well 

deserved break, 

to enjoy a 

delicious home 

cooked hot 

meal, pupils 

took part in a 

Maths treasure 

Hunt, working 

in teams to find clues and solve 

sums. We finished off the evening 

with a quiz with the wining team 

proudly claiming their chocolate 

prize.  

Bright and early on Sunday 

morning the pupils were given the 

opportunity to take part 

in a run around the 

beautiful Dare Valley 

country park before 

starting another full day of 

Maths. For this session pupils worked with an external  

company who specialize in Maths GCSE revision. Every pupil 

sat a test at the start of the morning and again at the end of 

the day and everyone made significant improvements in their 

results. Our star pupil of the day was Cameron McMillan 

who scored a perfect 100% in his 

end of session test.  

Well done to all the pupils who 

took part. 

from newspapers, radio and 

television to explore 

contemporary attitudes towards 

the situation. Pupils have also 

researched the level of support 

that Britain has given the Syrian 

refugees and compared this will 

the level of support from our 

European neighbours.  

As part of their assessment for the 

Welsh Baccalaureate, Year 10 

Pupils in Year 10 have been 

learning about the crisis in Syria. 

They have used current articles 

pupils have staged an exhibition 

for Key Stage 3 

pupils. This 

aims to raise 

awareness of 

the Syrian 

crisis and to 

ensure our 

pupils are 

better 

informed 

global citizens. 

worked incredibly hard and as a 

reward at the end of 

the session we treated 

them to pizzas.  

Not only was this a 

valuable day for our 

pupils to improve their 

Mathematical skills it 

also gave our pupils an 

insight into the excellent facilities 

at the University offers and 

hopefully confirmed a few more 

prospective under graduates! 

 

A massive thank you to the 

University of South 

Wales who gave us 

use of their facilities 

to run an intensive 

Maths revision day 

on Saturday 16th 

January. Hawthorn 

High School pupils 

were transported to 

the University where they spent 

the day getting to grips with 

trigonometry, factorising, ratios 

and problem solving. The pupils 

Caption 

describing 

picture or 

graphic. 

University Challenge 

The Welsh Baccalaureate raises awareness of Syrian conflict 

“ My daughter 

came back from 

Maths 

Bootcamp so 

enthused, 

declaring it to 

be the best thing 

ever!  Even took 

time to explain 

circle theorems 

to us! ” 

Year 11 parent 

 



Hawthorn 

has talent 
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Three 

Hawthorn 

pupils 

represent 

Wales this year 

as members of 

the National 

Youth Training 

Choir of  

Wales. 

The Hawthorn Carol Concert 

National Honours for three Hawthorn Pupils 

 

 

year groups in addition to 
some members of staff. 

Other features of this 
year’s Carol Service were a 
variety of ensembles 
including a boy’s trio who 
sung We’re Walking in the 
Air, the wind ensemble 
played Jingle Bells, the 
year 10 GCSE group 
performed Calypso Carol 
and a female vocal quartet 
sang Have Yourself a 
Merry Little Christmas as 
the final item of the 
concert.  

One of the most popular 
ensemble performances of 
the evening however, was 
given by the Sixth Form 
Ensemble who sang Do 
you want to build a 

On the evening of Monday 
14th December, over 100 
pupils from Hawthorn High 
School took part in the 
Annual Carol Service at St. 
Luke's Church in 
Rhydyfelin. 

The concert began with an 
introduction from Father 
Michael Gable, before 
Calista Davies and Annabel 
Sheppeard presented the 
beautiful vocal duet of 
Evening Prayer. The School 
Choir then sang Christmas 
Lullaby in harmony as well 
as performing Christmas 
Alphabet towards the end 
of the service. The 
orchestra played with their 
usual enthusiasm whilst 
accompanying the 
congregational carols and 
featured students from all 

Snowman, from the hit movie 
Frozen. Fifteen pupils also 
took their turn in reading 
passages from the Bible, 
outlining the Christmas story. 

The quality and confidence of 
the soloists allowed the 
congregation to fully 
appreciate the wealth of 
musical talent within the 
school; the soloists included 
Evie Thorngate, Bridie Rees, 
Ellie Jones, Sophie Jones, 
Caitlyn Best, Natasha Jose, 
Cairon Smallman, Katie Beer, 
Kaitlyn Bury, Bethany 
Robinson and Emily Austin. 

The annual Carol Service was as 

usual, very well attended by 

parents, governors and members 

of the community. It was also 

broadcast by GTFM on Christmas 

Day enabling a far wider audience 

to enjoy the celebration. We are 

looking forward to the next one 

already! 

 

 

We are extremely proud to report that three pupils will be representing their country this 
year as members of the National Youth Training Choir of Wales. The National Youth 
Training Choir of Wales offers an exciting introduction to choral singing for young people 
between the ages of 13 - 17. The Choir was formed in 2005, not only to prepare younger 
choristers for future membership of the NYCW, but as a choir in its own right. 

The talented pupils are Emily Austin (year 12), Natasha Jose (year 12) and Sophie Jones 
(year10). They will take part in a six day residential course held at Monmouth School for 
Girls this Easter, working on a programme of classical and light music. They will be under 
the expert guidance of the NYTCW’s professional tutors and Musical Director, Nia 
Llewelyn Jones. The course culminates with a performance at one of Wales’s top concert 
venues. In recent years the Choir has appeared in Welshpool, Monmouth, Swansea and at 
the Wales Millennium Centre. 2016 will see the NYTCW make its debut at Brecon 
Cathedral on Friday 1st April. 

Emily Austin commented, “This will be my fourth course with the National Training Choir 
of Wales, and I can’t wait. It’s such a musically rewarding experience, as well as being a lot 
of fun! 



Hawthorn at the heart of the community. 
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The Year 12 pupils have been 
working hard on their Welsh 
Baccalaureate Community 
project . Groups of students 
have been involved in various 
projects involving the local 
community. These projects vary 
from helping primary school 
pupils with their literacy and 
numeracy, working on 
community gardens and 
running sporting sessions and 
events.  

Chloe Thomas,  Megan Stead 
and Sophie Timothy took on 
the challenge of working with 
pupils from Year 5 and 6 to 
increase their understanding of 
active healthy lifestyle. They 

run an after school fitness club 
twice a week helping to 
prepare the pupils to compete 
in a cross country event 
organised which they 
themselves organised. Their 
sessions and the event were 
hailed a success by all those 
who took part . Each session 
saw approximately 20 pupils 
taking part each week, 
learning about healthy attitude 
to food, fitness and sport. The 
Cross Country event saw over 
500 pupils from various 
Primary schools within Taff Ely 
come to Hawthorn High School 
for the day to compete. The 
winning schools went on to 

represent Taff Ely in the Welsh 
Finals in Cardiff. The feedback 
from Parent, Pupils and 
representatives from Welsh 
Athletics was all extremely 
positive.  

 

number one 
ranked 
brass band 
and also 
holds the 
titles of 
Welsh 
Champions, British National 
Champions and European 
Champions. We are extremely 
fortunate to have the 
experience of their flugel 

player, Mrs 
Helen 
Williams, as 
the tutor for 
the Hawthorn 
Cory Academy 
Band. 
Rehearsals 
began after 
Christmas with 
the existing 
brass players 
within school 

and we have already expanded the 
numbers considerably by 
welcoming 15 new starters from 
Hawthorn Primary School. The 
band rehearses once a week on 
Tuesday from 3.15-4.15 in 
Hawthorn High School and only 
costs pupils £1 per week. The Cory 
Academy is supported by a major 
award from the Arts Council of 
Wales and has been awarded the 
prestigious W.S. Gwynn Williams 
Award by the centre for Welsh 
music, Ty Cerdd, for its 
contribution to Welsh music and 
local community.  

The Music Department is 
thrilled to announce that 
Hawthorn High School is now 
working in partnership with 
the Cory Academy to provide 
opportunities for pupils to 
develop their skills by learning 
a brass instrument. The Cory 
Academy is the youth 
outreach arm of the Cory 
Band. Cory currently enjoys an 
envious position as the world's 

Brassed off...The Cory Brass Academy 

at Hawthorn High School 

“The winning 
schools went 
on to 
represent Taff 
Ely in the 
Welsh 
finals.The 
feedback from 
Parent, Pupils 
and 
representative
s from Welsh 
Athletics was 
all extremely 
positive. “ 
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The Player of the Term Award 

The following players were declared “Players of the Term” for their outstanding attitude, 
commitment, and willingness to learn during the autumn term.  

 
Year 7 – Zakk Gorman – Having never played before, Zakk 
made 11 appearances for HHS in Year 7 and Year 8 fixtures. 
 
Year 8 – Alex 
Dyer – A positive 
character who 
always leads by 
example.  

 
Year 9 – Louise Burford – She has really 
developed her confidence by training with the 
Year 11 girls and is fast becoming a dangerous player.  
 

Hawthorn High competed in 34 school 
fixtures during the autumn term; a school 
record! This included 5 fixtures for 
Hawthorn’s first ever full contact girls’ team 
played at a WRU Hub-School tournament. It 
was a huge success for the girls who won 3 of 
their 5 games. Well done girls! 

Hawthorn High 

Mr Campbell has 

been delivering 

sessions to the local 

Primary Schools on a 

weekly basis to 

develop physical 

literacy and promote 

rugby opportunities 

in the local 

community. With the 

Key Stage 2 pupils enjoying the delivery, 

HHS is looking forward to the emerging 

rugby talent arriving in the next Year 7 

cohort! 

Congratulations to Lewys James 

(Year 10) who was selected for 

the Pontypridd District Squad. 

Lewys now faces a tough year 

which could end with selection 

for Cardiff Blues u16s! All at HHS 

wish Lewys all the best.  

Hawthorn helps to develop  
talent in our cluster primary 
schools. 

Hawthorn really does 

have talent! 



Hawthorn’s search for the next 

Torvill and Dean! 
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I S S U E   

To celebrate a 

term of excellent 

attendance, 116 

students took to 

the ice to see if 

their “Bolero” was 

Gold Medal 

worthy.   Braving 

the very welsh 

weather which seemed to have engulfed Wales 

during the Christmas period, pupils donned 

very fetching pink ponchos and braved the 

elements. 

 

event to counter act the 

freezing temperature. 

Pupils from Years 7, 8 

and 9 filled two buses, 

jumped in cars and 

were driven to Cardiff’s 

Winter Wonderland.  

Each pupil invited was 

given the opportunity 

to go and have fun as a 

reward for their 

excellent attendance 

during the term.   

Whizzing round the ice 

or holding on to the 

barriers, the delighted 

screams of pupils was 

enough to get you into 

the Christmas spirit.  It 

may have been cold 

and wet but we didn’t 

care because we were 

having so much fun!  

Pupils had a great time 

and were commended 

for their excellent 

behaviour on and off the 

ice.   Some of our 

confident skaters took 

time out of their racing 

to come back to teach 

those less confident on 

ice, showing great team 

work skills and just how 

strong our community 

spirit is to one another.  

It was a heart-warming 

Finally after a morning of 

skating, eating a variety of 

sugary substances and singing 

a multitude of Christmas Songs 

it was time to go back to 

school.  Back onto the buses or 

cars a little soggy and tired but 

a day that had been enjoyed!   

At Hawthorn we value good 

attendance and reward it with a 

variety of incentives from our 

skating trip to the chance to be 

entered in the iPod challenge 

raffle.   

At Christmas our Year 7 Lucy 

Wyatt was one of our students 

who won the attendance raffle 

“12 days of Hawthorn” and took 

home a brand new Ipod shuffle!  

Each year group in KS3 was 

given the opportunity to win the 

IPod shuffle by continuing their 

fantastic attendance during the 

last two weeks of Christmas.   

“It was really fun at Winter 

Wonderland because I was with 

my friends. Although it was 

raining we still had a great time 

on the ice. The amusements 

were awesome and really fun 

also the food was great!” Mia 

Komduur , Year 8 



“To catch the reader's 

attention, place an interesting 

sentence or quote from the 

story here.” 

Caption describing 

picture or graphic. 

Hawthorn High School 

held a ‘Celebrating 

Success’ Evening on 

Thursday 12th of 

November to recognise 

and reward the pupils who 

regularly give their very 

best across the school 

Headteacher Jason Hicks 

said, “The school’s motto 

is ‘Health, Happiness, 

Success’ and this evening 

was arranged to celebrate 

our pupils’ achievements 

and spur them on to even 

greater success.  We also 

wanted to recognise that 

without support from 

parents and carers, such 

success is very difficult to 

achieve.” 

Dr. Fiona Brookman , an ex 

Hawthorn pupil, now  

Professor of Criminology 

and deputy Director of the 

Centre for Criminology at 

the University of Wales 

was the guest speaker. Her 

speech inspired students 

and encouraged them to 

realise just what Hawthorn 

High School students are 

capable of achieving.   

Over 200 students from 

Year’s 8 – 13 received 

awards for their Excellence 

and Endeavour at the 

Celebrating Success event 

on Thursday 12th 

November 2015. 

 

Highlights of this years awards include: 

Sportsman of the Year Award 2014-15 - Alice Thomas  

Young Musician Yr.7 2014-15 - Bethany Robson 

Young Musician Yr.7 2014-15 - Heidi Nicholas 

Young Musician  Yr. 9 2014-15 - Scott Dummer 

Young Musician Yr. 10 2014-15 - Annabel Sheppheard 

The Year 7 Pupil of the Year Award for endeavour 2014

-15 Nathaniel Strong 

The Year 8 Pupil of the Year Award for endeavour 2014

-15  - Jack Fletcher 

The Year 9 Pupil of the Year Award for endeavour  

2014-15 - Ricky Humphreys.  

The Year 10 Pupil of the Year Award for Endeavour 

2014-15 - Ryan Davies 

 

Celebrating Success  

Pupil of the Year Award Excellence Year 7 - Eve 

Pascoe Williams 

Pupil of the Year Excellence Yr.8 - Heidi Nicholas 

Pupil of the Year Excellence Yr. 9 - Lewys James 

Year 10  Pupil of the Year Award Excellence - Ben 

Lam 

Year 11  Pupil of the Year Award for outstanding 

achievement in GCSE Examinations - Salem Dolman 

Year 11  Pupil of the Year Award for outstanding 

achievement in GCSE Examinations - Bethan Lisles 

Year 11  Pupil of the Year Award for outstanding 

achievement in GCSE Examinations - Nathan Hoare 

The Governors Award for Sporting Achievement  - 

Rebecca Lewis 

Governors Award for Scientific Research - Carys Hale 

Governors Award for Endeavour  -Thomas Jenkins 
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Hawthorn High School is an amazing place for young people to develop and grow. Not only 

do we support our young people to achieve their potential in a range of academic and 

vocations subjects but encourage those with particular interests in sport, art, music and 

drama. With the imminent completion of our very own brand new swimming pool, our 

own WRU hub officer and musical excellence through collaboration with the Cory Brass 

Band we really are the best school to help your child become the very best they can be. 

If you would like to find out more about the work we do at Hawthorn High 

School or would like to visit us please contact: Mrs G. Lee (01443) 841228 or 

Email -  Gill.Lee@hawthornhs.co.uk 

Stars Wars Reward... 

Health, Happiness and Success 

 

Key Stage 3 pupils were taken to see an exclusive private 

viewing of the new Star Wars film, The Force Awakens. This was 

the reward for successfully completing this terms reading 

challenge—a scheme open to all pupils in Years 7, 8 & 9. This is 

what they thought... 

COMING SOON 

NEXT LRC REWARD TRIP 

 

DAY OUT AT THE HAY BOOK  

FESTIVAL 

OPEN TO ALL YEAR GROUPS 

LISTEN OUT FOR DETAILS AFTER HALF TERM 

  

Due to popular demand, the next reading challenge will be open to all pupils in Key Stage 3 and Key Stage 4. 

See below for more details... 
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