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School to Re-open Hawthorn Pool Summer 2016!
The school is delighted to announce that refurbishment and
repair work on Hawthorn pool will begin on the 23rd
November with a view to the pool opening its doors during
the Summer term of this academic year. A lot of work has
been done by both the council and the school to ensure that
this partnership
project benefits the
school, its partner
primary schools and
the community and
everyone here at Hawthorn is very excited that work is now
imminent.

New WRU Rugby Development Officer at Hawthorn High School.
To further support and develop sporting excellence , we have appointed Mr Campbell as
our new WRU Rugby Development Officer. He will be teaching PE and supporting the
development of rugby and sport across both our
school, cluster primary schools and local rugby
clubs.

Behind the Scenes...
The Wizard of Oz

Rehearsals are well underway for the forthcoming production of
‘The Wizard of Oz’ which takes place at Hawthorn High School
from Tuesday 24th November until Friday 27th November 2015.
This years production promises an extravaganza of singing and
dancing and we hope as many people as possible will “follow the
yellow brick road” and join us in what guarantees to be an exciting
and fun filled production.

What goes on behind the
scenes of a school show?

Life as an Assistant Director.

We asked Kurt Thomson of Year 13 (a veteran of
numerous Hawthorn productions) to reflect on his new
appointed role of Assistant Director for the Wizard of Oz.

“When I was approached by Mrs O’Carroll to be in the school show I was at first apprehensive but, after
understanding better what the show entailed, I immediately agreed to appear in the show as a minor role
due to my work commitments in Year 13. So from playing the role of “Sonny from Ponty” in “Grease” to
being a Farmer and a General I was delighted to be in my last school show “The Wizard of Oz”. When the
rehearsals first took place, I noticed that Mrs O’Carroll was late on a Tuesday as she was doing her Bus
Duty. So, I saw this opportunity to help her out and expand my theatrical experience. From being a lead
role in Grease, I knew that the rehearsals were a key part of making this show, therefore
I rose to the challenge of directing. Mrs O’Carroll immediately acknowledged the
support I was giving her during rehearsals, and she gifted me the role of Assistant
Director. I was delighted to accept my position.
From my experience of 5 years in Drama, I have used all of my knowledge and expertise
to help and inspire the cast members who in turn would allow them to use their acting
skills to achieve their full potential to make this show even better than Grease!
During my time in Grease I could not understand why Mrs O’Carroll was under
pressure in terms of reading and directing a show; I now understand!”

Transition @ Hawthorn
On Thursday 8th October, Hawthorn High School
opened its doors to prospective new pupils from
Years 5 & 6 for our Open Evening.
This successful evening was opened by Headteacher
Mr J. Hicks, who spoke to parents about the Health,
Happiness and Success of our pupils in achieving
another set of record breaking GCSE results.
Parents and pupils were also lucky enough to get a
preview of the forthcoming Hawthorn High School
production of the Wizard of Oz before they were
asked to “follow the yellow brick road” around the
school site!

Hawthorn gets active...
Year 11 Trekking Expedition, Port Eynon
Year 11 BTEC and GCSE Pupils successfully completed a
two day trekking and camping expedition along the Gower
peninsula as part of their PE course. Pupils started their
two day 32km walk at Hill End in Rhossilli taking in
beautiful scenery along the way before reaching their
campsite in Port Eynon. Pupils camped here for the
evening, before heading off on day two of the walk.
Pupils planned
their route in PE lessons and had a number of different
checkpoints throughout the day that they had to visit along
the route. They took it in turn to take charge of the group
and lead sections of the trek. Pupils on the trek had to be
self-sufficient for the two days, carrying all of their clothing
and food for both days. All pupils completed the walk and
did fantastically well.

They will now complete an evaluation of
their trip which will form part of the
Outdoor Adventurous Activities BTEC Unit
and use Trekking as a GCSE Practical
Assessment Mark.
Well done to all those who took part!
The district and county hockey trials have taken place
this week for the 2015-2016 hockey squads. Four pupils
from Hawthorn were selected for the district teams.
Louise Loughlin and Alice Thomas for the under 14
category and Lowri Durham and Morganne TuchliDavies for the under 16 squad. Louise Loughlin and
Lowri Durham went on to be selected for the county
under 14 and under 16 hockey squads. Congratulations
to all four players and good luck for the busy season
ahead.

Hawthorn goes to France!
Very early on the morning of
Friday 10th July, 30 pupils and 3
members of staff left Hawthorn
for the long journey to France.
Our accommodation for the four
days was the Chateau du Baffy, an
impressive manor house situated in
the beautiful Normandy
countryside. The food at the Chateau was very
popular, especially the snails and frogs legs that we
sampled!!
The D-Day landings were obviously a very important
part of our trip and the film we watched at the 360°
cinema in Arromanches set the scene for the rest of
the trip. We also explored a German Artillery
Battery (complete with guns) and were extremely
moved by the American Cemetery near Omaha
Beach. Pegasus Bridge was
another highlight as was
the Juno Beach Centre
which gave us an idea as to
what it was like in 1944 when the Canadians
landed in France.
We also saw the Bayeux Tapestry ‘in the
flesh’, visited a goats cheese farm and
tasted the produce, went bowling and
finished up with souvenir shopping.
We returned home tired but happy after an ‘amazing’ time in France.

Hawthorn helps to make the
journey to and from school
safer for everyone...

Pupils at Hawthorn High
School worked with younger
pupils in Hawthorn Primary
School to create giant road
safety posters to highlight
the dangers of parking on
School Lane. Some of the
primary pupils have been
working as traffic wardens
and speaking to parents who
continue to park in this area
despite the double yellow
lines.

We hope that by raising
awareness of this potential
danger - all our children will
be safer.

At Hawthorn High School we
decided to take further
action by changing the time
of our school day to reduce
the congestion around the
busy drop-off and pick-up
times.
According to the BBC,
approximately 1000 children
are injured by cars every
month outside British
schools. With the support of
parents, we can try to make
sure that none of our pupils
figure in those statistics!

Spotlight on Literacy Reading
The LRC…
The Learning Resource Centre is
open every day, before and after
school. You can borrow books, read
magazines or use the Apple
Computers. Some of our regular LRC
users were interviewed by Mrs
Rogers to find out what they love
about the learning Resource Centre
at Hawthorn High School.
“I have always liked to
come to the LRC, not
only to read and take
out books, but to
spend time with my
friends. In here you
feel safe and secure
and everyone is
treated equally. “

May the force be with
you…

Ethan Ivans Year 9

To celebrate the launch of the
new Star Wars film, The Force
Awakens, the prize for this
year’s Reading Challenge is a
VIP visit to an exclusive viewing
of this blockbusting epic. To be
eligible pupils need to read six
books from the library and write
a review of their favourite.
To take part and have the
chance of seeing the new film
please see Mrs Rogers in the
LRC.
Even though we are in Year 9, we still like
to spend time in the LRC together as
friends. We are quite competitive and like
to outdo each other when finding out
facts. It is a great place to chill out.”
Ethan Morgan Year 9

“Hi, my name is Liam and I am now in
Year 9. I have been coming into the
Learning Resource Centre for the past
three years since I started at this
school. My mother works in the school,
so we arrive at school early and it is
great to have somewhere warm and
bright to go to early in the morning,
rather than hang about in the cold.
When I started in Year 7, I used to
come every day so that I could take
part in the Reading Challenge. If you
read enough books, there would be a
reward at the end of term. We had to
write book reviews but it was worth it
because we were taken to see all the
Hobbit films as a treat.
Now I still like to spend time in the
LRC with my friends, both in the
morning and at lunchtime. I still read
books but I prefer the more factual
books rather than fiction as do my
friends and we spend time discussing
the things that we learn.
Another thing that I like to do now is
play chess on the Apple Macs. The LRC
is a great place to spend some time
everyday.”
Liam Harding Year 9

Focus on Maths…
Pupils in Year 11 have been working extremely hard to
prepare for their early entry Maths GCSE.
They have been attending extra Maths lessons, having
tutoring afterschool and even going in early for breakfast
revision. Tesco Extra Upper Boat, Pontypridd kindly
sponsored our Maths Exam breakfasts which gave our
pupils fresh fruit, orange-juice and cereal bars to ensure
all they were well fed before sitting the exam.

Pupils have also had extra
support from A Level Maths
pupils who, as part of their
Welsh Baccalaureate
Community Challenge, have
been running numeracy
sessions.

KS3 pupils had fun during the Rugby
World Cup estimating how much
money the event had brought into
Cardiff. They used a range of
problem solving techniques and
mathematical formulas to work out
how much the Welsh economy had
benefitted from the event.

In Key Stage 3 pupils have been getting to grips with the
new Literacy and Numeracy Framework (LNF) and
improving their skills. Through tracking their progress
across a range of subjects we are confident that our young
people are becoming much more confident in using
literacy and numeracy across the
curriculum.

Welsh Baccalaureate
New Year 12 pupils have been preparing for their
first “Skills Challenge” of the new Welsh
Baccalaureate Qualification. Working in teams
they have identified a need in the local community
and set up a group to help. We have pupils
working with our local primary schools to run
fitness and PE groups. We have a team of pupils
raising awareness of the risks of Heart Disease and
helping primary pupils to learn how to eat a
healthy and balanced diet. One group has set up
an IT club and are working hard to ensure the

local community of Hawthorn is as computer
literate as possible.
Pupils in Year 10 have been working on their first
Welsh Baccalaureate “Skills Challenge” which is on
the theme of war and conflict. They will be
creating resources to teach Year 7 pupils about the
refugee crisis in Syria and in the process learning
more about this dreadful situation which has
already claimed the lives of well over 200,000
people.

Nuffield Success in Hawthorn
High School Sixth Form...
Carys Hale in Year 12 won a Nuffield Research Placement
competing against over 300 applicants from a range of
secondary schools. Mentored by the Entemologist Dr
Mike Wilson at the Cardiff Museum, she completed a
research project on Biodiversity in the South Wales
Valleys. Collecting samples and analysing them using the
laboratory equipment at the museum offered Carys the
opportunity of carrying out research in a professional
environment and a unique insight into the world of a
career in science. The 4 week long placement during the
summer was recognised in a presentation evening where
Carys and other successful students displayed their
research projects as diverse as a numerical analysis of the
global Ebola outbreak to gene therapy and extracting
DNA to research the effects of a protein leading to a
possible lessening of Parkinson's Disease to researching
fossil remains in the Mid Atlantic to discover the impact
of Glaciation and the Interglacial Period.
The presentation was made by Nobel prize winner
Professer Dr Michael Evans in an evening where young
students shone and spoke with passion about their
unique experiences. If you are in the 6th form and are
studying Maths, a Science or Computer Studies and want
to find out more, please contact:andrea@techniquest.org
or see Mrs Wilson for more information. Carys will be
speaking to this years Year 12 students to encourage
more applications for an experience that will not only
develop you as a person but will prepare you for the
expectations of a university course.

Community

KS4 Catering pupils helped to raise more than £100
for the Macmillan Cancer charity by hosting their
annual tea and cake extravaganza.
Well done to all those involved for working so hard
to support such a worthwhile charity.
Catering pupils also
excelled themselves
when they had the
opportunity to prepare
and serve a two course
lunch to colleagues from
our primary schools.

This is the first
time that these
pupils, who
began studying
catering in
September,
worked as a
team to plan and
cook for a formal
event and the
results were fantastic. Well done to Year
10 Caterers for such a successful event!

Working in partnership with
the local community to
further raise standards..
We were delighted to receive
sponsorship from Persimmon Homes at
the end of last year to help some of our
pupils attend an intensive revision
“Boot Camp”.
And it worked! This summer we have
seen our best ever set of results!

