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HAWTHORN HIGHLIGHTS 

Highlights in this edition 

Transition 

Year 11 Prom 

Hawthorn’s got Talent 

 

July 2015 gave the Performing Arts Faculty the opportunity to proudly 

present a joint cluster production of Bugsy Malone. 

Splurge guns at the ready the Hawthorn smash hit stage version of Alan 

Parker's world famous musical was not to be missed.  

A mobster named Roxy Robinson is "splurged" by members of a gang, using 
rapid-fire custard-shooting "splurge guns". Once splurged, a kid is "all washed 
up... finished". Speakeasy boss Fat Sam introduces himself and Bugsy 
Malone, a boxing promoter with no money ("Bugsy Malone"). 

At Fat Sam's speakeasy, there is much dancing and singing ("Fat Sam's 

Grand Slam"). Fat Sam is worried that his rival Dandy Dan will try to take 

control of the speakeasy.  Blousey Brown, an aspiring singer, has come for 

an audition, but Sam is too distracted to see her. Bugsy meets Blousey when 

he trips over her luggage. He is smitten and flirts with her. Fat Sam's is raided 

by Dandy Dan's men, who shoot up the place. Dandy Dan's men continue to 

attack Fat Sam's empire, eventually taking away rackets and splurging 

members of Fat Sam's gang. Fat Sam sends all his available men to see if 

they can track down the guns. They are trapped at a laundry and all are 

splurged by Dandy Dan's gang. 

Bugsy Malone 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Speakeasy


  

 

 Hawthorn’s Got Talent 

A Level Art & Design Exhibition 

The Art Department showcased the range of outstanding 

talent that we have at Hawthorn High School in it’s 

recent A Level Art Exhibition. The range and diversity of 

skills are phenomenal from slightly macabre paintings 

which explore the concept of life and death to expressive 

explosions of colour. Paintings and illustrations range in 

scale from 29 inch to 6ft by 4ft giant portraits. Multi media 

and construction techniques push the boundaries of ideas 

and thinking, by exploring wire construction and ceramic 

techniques. Sketchbooks illustrate a very high standard of 

extended writing which is skilful in it’s critical and 

contextual understanding. Students explore the world of 

Art, questioning the philosophical reasons and motivations 

of a range of artists. In particular  addressing big questions 

such as ‘who is the most influential artist of the 20th 

Century?’. 



Hawthorn’s Got Talent 
 

As part of the 20th Anniversary Celebrations for Hawthorn Community Centre, the Centre's Committee 
asked if local groups and organisation would like to get involved in holding a festival, and one idea was to 
have a Talent Show for which all the local children would be able to audition. The Drama and Music 
department at Hawthorn High School were keen to get involved and suggested hosting the event at the 
High School, which is what they did! 

Auditions were held over three nights, and local judges including ex-students of the school were invited to 
come along and help select the acts who would perform on the final night. A strong group of entries came 
from Hawthorn Primary School as well as the High School and students who had recently left the school. 

The chosen acts performed before a packed house in the High School on Friday 19th June, and there were 
an array of talented youngsters who showcased their talents, including dancing, singing, energetic 
gymnastics and Karate routines, comedic and dramatic performances and musical pieces. Excerpts from the  
cluster school’s production of Bugsy Malone were also previewed. 

All of the youngsters were absolute super stars and we look forward to nurturing their talents over the 
coming years. A fantastic night was had by all, and, over £360 was raised for the benefit of the school to 
purchase costumes for the school's winter show, which will be The Wizard of Oz! 



 

Hawthorn High School welcomes its new intake 

 

Hawthorn High is excited to welcome our new Year 
7 pupils from our feeder primaries of 
Coedpenmaen, Hawthorn, Parc  Lewis, Ffynnon Taf, 
Heol –Y-Celyn and Maesycoed . In addition we 
welcome a number of pupils who choose to attend 
Hawthorn from outside our catchment area from 
Hafod, Llwncrwn, Glenobi, Cilfynydd, YCG 
Pointsnorton. 

 

LLANGRANNOG 

On May 12th Mrs. Lambert and Mr. Tomas took 
Year 6 pupils from our feeder schools to 
LLangrannog for three days of fun filled activities, 
aimed at building relationships prior to starting 
Hawthorn High School in September. Situated in 
Cardigan Bay, West Wales, Llanngannog is not just a 
great place to learn it is a place of majestic beauty, 
giving children and young people the chance to 
learn and socialise in the Welsh language.  

The centre provided an excellent venue for 
transition activities which gave pupils the 
opportunity to develop team work and problem 
solving skills. They engaged in a number of exciting 
adventures such as: Horse Riding, Go-Karting, 
Archery, Swimming, High Ropes, Low Ropes, 
Trampolining, and Quad Biking. The highlight of the 
residential however has to be the walk along the 

coastal path into 
LLangrannog. 
Breathtaking 
views, fresh air, 
crashing waves, 
secret caves and 
don't forget the 
ice-cream! 

Transition @ Hawthorn 



 

 

 Transition @ Hawthorn 
Curriculum Activity Day 

The Theme for our cross curricular transition project 

is ‘The Island’.  At the beginning of the day pupils 

were introduced to theme using the hook of the 

Madagascar Escape to Africa video clip. This set the 

scene for the level of challenge and engagement for 

pupils in how they can survive on their island.  

In Science pupils were engaged in practical problem 

solving activities which involved experimenting with 

the dissolution of salt in water to ensure that they 

have clean drinking water on their island. 

In Art and design pupils were engaged in a process 

of discovery. They were introduced to Charles 

Darwin and his theories around the origins of the 

species. They were then given the task to record the 

species of plants and animals which they find on 

their island, thus beginning their scientific 

exploration of their island. Excellent role modelling 

of methods and techniques required to be successful 

in their task were evident throughout. 

 

In the Theatre the English Department used the 

Castaway clip as a hook to get pupils engaged in 

literacy activities based on the island. They began 

their intrepid adventure by creating their own 

‘Wilson’ in groups and using their oracy skills to 

present this back to a large audience at the end of 

the session.  

Levels of Challenge and engagement were 

outstanding with all pupils thoroughly enjoying the 

start of their adventure to High School.  

During the next few weeks pupils will be engaging in 

plotting co-ordinates and using map skills utilising 

Geography and Mathematics at their primary 

schools. They will also be engaged in a variety of 

literacy tasks aimed to extend the reading, writing 

and oracy skills which will build on Friday’s  

Castaway activities. Furthermore they will be 

continuing their Darwinian  sketchbooks by creating 

scientific analytical drawings of the variety of species 

they have found on their island. 

 



More Able and Talented  

At Hawthorn High School the term ‘more able and talented’ refers to about 20% of 
pupils who require enriched and extended opportunities to develop their abilities 
or talents in one or more areas. In every school, these more able and talented 
pupils include those who are more able across the curriculum and may be capable 
of achieving above the expected level in the end-of-key-stage teacher assessments 
and higher grades in GCSE. They also include pupils who show ability or are 

particularly talented in one or more specific areas, such as music, drama, art 
or sport. 

Estyn stated in its ‘Guidance for the inspection of secondary schools (Sept 
2014)’ that a good learning environment is among other things, one in 
which “full use is made of relevant and available resources in the community 
to supplement and enrich the curriculum” . During this Year our pupils have 
been given a number enriched curriculum opportunities which include visits from 
and to Techniquest; visits and engagement in programmes at Oxford University, 
Cardiff University and Swansea University; Year 9 More Able and Talented  
Conference at  the University of Glamorgan and a number of STEM programs 
which have been run by local and national agencies and 
businesses. 

 

 

 

Y8 Year Trip to Mathamagic Techniquest 

Cardiff Bay Thursday the 18th June 

It was a sunny Thursday morning when 65 

pupils from Year 8 and their teachers set 

off to Cardiff Bay to visit Techniquest and 

their “Mathamagic” exhibition.  We 

arrived around 10am and spent time 

getting involved with the hands on science, 

music and maths puzzles on the main 

exhibition areas.  It wasn’t long before the 

first group were then called into the 

lecture theatre to be awed with “magic”… 

or wait there what is later explained by 

Maths!  The magic included untangling 

two loops which seemed impossible to 

unlink using Topology (see picture of 

Dafydd Webb and Jayden Granelli), 

working out a card trick from a set of 

calculations based on the Algebra reducing 

down to the answer 17 everytime!  The 

Techniquest cast  also knew pupils date of 

birth from a few seemingly unrelated 

questions based on Binary.  While one 

group attended the lecture theatre the 

other group got to try numerous hands on 

Maths puzzles ranging from some more 

well-known ones like Soduko and The 

Towers of Hanoi, to puzzles linked to 

Pythagoras’ Theorem and game theory 

and 3D Noughts and Crosses!  A fun day 

had by all, including some of the seagulls 

down in the bay who ended up giving one 

pupil some good luck ;-) 

More Able and Talented 



 

More Able and Talented 

STEM 
On the 1st July a group of girls (14 in 
total) accompanied by Ms Clarke, a 
member of the Mathematics 
Department, visited the Posture and 
Mobility Centre at Treforest to learn 
about Clinical and Rehabilitation 
Engineering.   
 
Whilst there they had the opportunity to 
speak to an experienced Clinical 
Engineer Dr S Wentworth and a current 
university placement student about 
their work and training.  Dr 
Wentworth led the girls through a series 
of workshops to encourage them to 
think about why certain wheelchairs 
were built the way they were in order to 
overcome the daily obstacles that 
wheelchair users face.  They also had 
the opportunity to evaluate the different 
materials that are used for supports 
within the wheelchair, ranging from 
simple foam, through gel pads to high 
tech air pod cushions where the air is 
adjusted for the comfort of individual 
users.  The girls were able to experience 
first hand how difficult it is to 
manoeuvre a wheelchair and how 
they are adapted to support their 
users. Some are even built individually 
to support the particular needs of the 
user! 
 
The technology used in this field 
of Engineering is very sophisticated with 
pressure pads used to tailor the 
cushions to individuals.  What they 
found most fascinating was the seating 
pad, several members of the 
group sat on it in turns and could see a 
real time output of where their weight 
was distributed when leaning 
in different directions, and when Ms 
Clarke volunteered to sit in a chair whilst 
it was adjusted and reclined the  
girls found this most amusing! 
 
The girls were very complimentary 
about the experience they had at the 
Posture and Mobility Centre and 
they acknowledged that it had opened 
up their understanding of what 
Engineering is.  

 

Hawthorn High School 

Date Programme Key Stage Number of 
Pupils 

18 November Solving Problems with Physics: 
Cardiff Harbour Authority &  
Cardiff University &  
Welsh Water 

KS4 106 

21 November Digital Identity Crisis Post 16 44 

21 November Theme Park Challenge 
(Numeracy) 

KS3 93 

12 December Bytesize Science KS3 84 

12 December Theme Park Challenge 
(Numeracy) 

KS3 93 

6 February Scientific Literacy: Forces & Mo-
tion 

KS4 31 

27 March Maths Matters: ONS & GE Avia-
tion & Fordthorne 

KS4 45 

17 April Back Stage Challenge 
(Numeracy) & Theme Park Chal-
lenge (Numeracy) 

KS3 133 

18 June Mathamagic KS3 65 

10-14 July Transition Maths Kit, Cluster 
MAaT Workshop Year’s 5 & 6 

KS3 40 

    Total:  



Sporting News 

 

Sporting News 
 
The following pupils are representing the County in the Welsh 
Schools Athletics championships on Saturday 5th July: 
 
Paige Brooksby Jennings 
Ieuan Farrer 
Scott Morgan 
Emilee Stephens 
Shola Baldwin 
Paige Davies 
Regan Prior 
Lewys Hawkins 
Callum Harries 
 
The following won medals in the county Athletics: 
  
Maisey Briggs (3rd 800m) 
Nathan Scott (3rd 200m) 
Tia Tuchli Davies (3rd Javelin) 
 
Alice Thomas in year 8 finish 3rd in the Welsh Schools Golf 

Championships. She didn't get off to a good start in the morning 

session but finished with an Albatross (2 on as PAR 5) and received a 

standing ovation as she approached the green to retrieve her ball. 

She played much better in the afternoon and shot well under her 

handicap. Her scores, combined with the scores of her playing 

partner were good enough to win third place for Mid Glamorgan in 

the Girls Division. Well Done Alice! 

 
The year 10 pupils have a busy time ahead with a group working 
with the "Sky Living for Sport programme" . The pupils involved will 
be working with their Sky Athlete Mentor Christian Roberts. 
 
The Year 10 pupils are also working with Welsh Athletics to complete 
their Level 1 Officiating course. Helping to run athletics competitions 
within the County. The feedback from all the Staff involved in the 

competitions was very positive, and the pupils did themselves and 
the school proud. 
 

 



 

 

 Sporting News 
 

BTEC LEVEL 3 SPORTING EVENT 

The year 12 BTEC Sport students organised a 

very successful Year 7 and 8 Athletics event in 

Brecon last month. The pupils took 

responsibility for the planning and running of 

the event, involving everything from the Risk 

Assessments to ordering the medals.  

The sixth formers carried out an inspection 

visit in May of a similar competition and took 

noted on how to plan and run the event. 

Following this they set out publicising the 

event and trying to raise sponsorship to 

ensure the athletes involved gained medals 

for their achievements in the County 

Championships.  

Following all their hard work they were 

pleased to receive sponsorship from Merlin 

Sports and Sainsbury’s Pontypridd who 

supplied and paid for the medals awarded on 

the day. The students were really pleased to 

welcome the staff of Sainsbury’s Pontypridd 

on the day to award the medals to the 

winning Athletes.  

Not only did the BTEC students plan and 

organise the Event but they also secured 

sponsorship from Greggs Treforest to raffle 

off Cupcake Vouchers. This along with the 

Tuck shop ran on the day ensured the BTEC 

pupils were able to raise enough funds to pay 

for the winners of the recent Colts Athletics 

Championships to also receive medals for 

their winning performances.  

All in all 38 schools attended the 

Championships and the feedback from all of 

the staff involved was excellent. Well done to 

the Year 12 pupils and a massive thank you to 

Sainsbury’s Pontypridd, Merlin Sports and 

Greggs Treforest for their much appreciated 

support. 

Swimming Success 

Rebecca Lewis recently achieved her personal best at the DSE British 

international Swimming Meet and recently swam against Ellie 

Simmons. Could she be the next paralympian? 

Rebecca was diagnosed with Cerebal Palsy at the age of three and as 

a result had to undergo a course of physiotherapy which included 

hydrotherapy. It was whilst she was in the water  that her therapist 

noticed a natural ability and this was the start of her journey.  She 

has been selected to represent Wales and has also been selected 

onto the Rhondda Cynon Taf Future Champions Programme. 

Rebecca has competed against well known names on the Para 

Swimming Circuit such as Ellie Simmonds, Hannah Russell and Jessica 

Jane Applegate, all of whom hold world records in their respective 

disability categories. Rebecca has a classification of S10 for Freestyle, 

Backstroke and Butterfly and SB9 for Breaststroke. She has won 

numerous medals in different events and it is her ambition to 

represent Great Britain in future Paralympic games. 

Well done Rebecca, Hawthorn is very proud of you!! 



 
 
 

 

 New School Uniform 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Year 11 Prom 

 

Hawthorn High School Parliament and the 
Governing body recently consulted the school 
population on changes to the school uniform. 
 
180 pupils completed the consultation survey, with 
a resounding 70% of the school population voting 
for the introduction of a school blazer. As of 
September all Year 7 will be required to wear a 

Navy blue 
blazer with 
gold piping 
and all Year 
10 pupils will 
be required to 
wear a grey 
blazer with 
gold piping. 
For all other 
pupils this will 
be a phased 
introduction 
but we do 
hope that the 
majority of 
pupils will 
choose to 
wear the 
blazer in 
September. 



 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 Welsh Baccalaureate  

Over the course of two weeks Year 12 has been learning about the 

history of Wales and its involvement in devolving the country. During 

this time we realised how important politics is as it controls every single 

aspect of our lives, from how much tax we have to pay to the funds 

allocated for education, leisure and similar areas. We had the pleasure 

of having Mick Antoniw teach us about politics and giving us an insight 

to his role as an Assembly Member of Pontypridd. 

Our Welsh Baccalaureate fortnight grew more exciting as the Spanish 

Module arrived. We had the pleasure of being involved in taster 

sessions where the whole year group broke off into different specialized 

zones where events such as acting in a Spanish play, making Spanish 

food, learning salsa dancing and also composing Spanish themed music 

from the genre “Flamenco Rumba”. All this wouldn’t have been 

achievable without the help of some visitors who taught us many 

different aspects of the Spanish Language and culture. 

In just two days of intense learning we had to grasp the basic 

understanding of the Spanish language where we were able to hold a 

conversation between partners and groups. This not only improved our 

Spanish reading skills, but we also developed these skills where we 

implemented them into everyday sentences.  To start off with, we were 

introduced to the Spanish alphabet and from there we had to spell and 

produce our names accordingly. After learning the Spanish alphabet we 

moved on to the different features in a town and how to order food in a 

restaurant. It was interesting to know how easily the Spanish language 

seems to roll off the tongue. 

Within the Welsh Baccalaureate one group were lucky enough to get 

their hands sticky making some exquisite Spanish cuisine, ranging from 

Patatas Bravas to Tortilla Española, all of which are renowned in Spanish 

culture. As you can see in the picture below the cooks very much 

enjoyed this sessions and the food they made were served to the 

governors, senior management team and all other staff that were 

involved with the Welsh Baccalaureate. 

Within the Welsh Baccalaureate another group 

were tasked with getting their hands sticky, making 

some exquisite Spanish cuisine, ranging from 

Patatas Bravas to Tortilla Española, all of which are 

renowned in Spanish culture. As you can see in the 

picture below the cooks very much enjoyed this 

sessions and the food they made were served to the 

governors, senior management team and all other 

staff that were involved with the Welsh 

Baccalaureate. 

Another group were tasked with making a Spanish 

themed dance piece 

which captured Spanish 

culture. In this session 

the group took to 

learning salsa moves 

taught by the wonderful 

Miss Philipart who 

showed us the steps and 

how to keep the Spanish rhythm flowing. 

So, you want to see the finished piece? Simple, our 

school’s Twitter account documented the entire 

fiesta for you, now all you need to do is grab a plate 

full of tapas, put your feet up and enjoy mi amigo! 

Special thanks to Madame 

Morgan, Ethan. R. Wilkinson 

and Maria Villegas for 

teaching us about Spanish 

culture and language!! 

@hhsyr12 

@ethanrwilkinson 

@HawthornMFL 



 

 
 

 
 
 

     Community  

 
Our Macmillan Bake Sale 

The Macmillan Bake Sale all started in a Food 

Technology class. Me Katie Beer, Eve Pascoe-

Williams, Jed Gurner, Nathan Scott, Kai Richardson, 

Leah Radford, Bethany Robinson, Will Stanley, Ellie 

Powell and Rachel Harry had a baking lesson and we 

all liked each other’s food. Then we all thought that 

we wanted the do something for charity to help 

others in need. We have all experienced someone 

very close to us who has died, survived, or are living 

with cancer. So we thought that we should do a bake 

sale for cancer support/ research. We thought that 

Macmillan was the perfect charity for it. 

Macmillan is a very kind, helpful and supportive 

charity. They helped our loved ones when suffering 

from cancer and also helped our families when they 

were in need of someone to talk to, or if they wanted 

to know how they’re loved one was doing. They have 

helped many people with cancer and will help many 

more as long as we keep on donating. 

We planned the whole thing within 5 weeks. We 

started up in the HUB planning every form time. We 

started making posters, plans and schedules. Then 

we planned what we were going to make. We 

decided on cookies, cakes and soup. We took 1 day 

off lessons and we baked all day. We all had things 

thatwe were good at making.  Eve, Kai, Jed, Bethany 

and Kai are good at making cupcakes. Nathan is 

makes excellent soup. I apparently make very nice 

chocolate chip muffins and Ellie is good at making 

cookies. 

We had our bake sale on the 30th June 2015 and were 

all very excited about putting on the bake sale as we 

had put a lot of effort in. We had help from lots of 

teachers including Miss Llewellyn (Hub). Miss Jones 

(English DPT) and Miss O’Brien (Food Tech). Within 

the first 15 minutes of out bake sale. We had risen 

over £90 and through the second half of the bake 

sale (another hour) we had raised £60. We were 

amazed by how much money we raised. Altogether 

we raised £150. We know that this money will go to 

people who need it the most and we hope to do 

another bake sale to raise even more money for 

cancer research/support. No one should face cancer 

alone. We hope we have gone a little way towards 

helping someone beat cancer.  

It’s not a nice thing not go through cancer.  

HELP US BEAT CANCER!  

Katie Beer, 7SG 

Youth Engagement and Participation Service 

The following students successfully participated in the Rhondda 
Ramble 12 mile sponsor walk on the 8th March held in the 
Rhondda. This was a great achievement for the young people 
and excellent opportunity in their preparation for their forth 
coming Bronze and silver practise expeditions which is being 
held on the 7th, 8th & 9th April in the Aberdare Area.  

 
Harry Nurton 
Hannah Welling 
Seren West 
Chloe jones 
Courtney Jones 
Regan prior 
Lauryn Davies 
 
A number of our pupils have been completing a course in DJ 
skills as part of their extra–curricular programme. Bridie Rees, 
Conor Smillie, Bradley Ellis and Ricky Humphreys preformed 
live on Cardiff  Radio Station 99.7FM on Thursday 19th March 
between 5.00 and 6.00 pm . 


