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Headteacher’s Blog – Wednesday 19th September 2018
Hello everyone,
Welcome back to the start of a new academic year at Hawthorn! We are delighted to see so
many new faces joining us in Year 7 and the new year group has settled in exceptionally well
in the first two weeks – it has been lovely to see ten of those pupils qualify for my
Headteacher’s award on a Friday morning. The cameras have been rolling since the start of
term as Boomerang Productions begin their filming for the BBC of the next series of ‘Our
School’ and I am delighted that so many parents have committed to the project. The film crew have been made very welcome at the school
and feedback from staff and pupils has been very positive. A special thank you must go out to those families who have welcomed the
cameras into their homes (I am not sure that the Hicks household in the mornings would be a place that I’d be brave enough to show to a TV
crew!).
I am sure that you saw the relevant press releases with regard to the many successes that our Year 11 and 13 students achieved in public
examinations during the Summer and it was lovely to see the highest percentage of Sixth Form students we have ever had achieving places
at their chosen universities. Only one Year group has ever achieved more C grades at GCSE including English and Maths than last year’s Year
11 and results at the school improved significantly in both English and Maths (where performance will be in the top 25% of similar schools
across Wales). Thanks to all parents for their support in preparing their sons and daughters for public examinations.
Our new ‘split lunchtime’ reorganisation of the school day has seen a very significant reduction in the length of queues in both the main
canteen and the snack bar and pupils seem very positive about the atmosphere around the school during the lunchtime period. It was also
lovely to welcome Daniel Davies back from his exploits in the Summer with ‘The Voice Kids UK’ and congratulate him on his phenomenal
success in winning the competition – we are sure he is destined for great things and hope he will perform for us again at forthcoming whole
school events! The new Year 12 have enjoyed an induction programme at the University of South Wales and we would like to thank the
University staff for their support and the provision of such excellent facilities.
Year 9 are for the first time embarking on their studies in GCSE option subjects and staff have been very impressed by their mature attitude
to these new and quite demanding courses.
We have also been delighted to welcome the following staff to the school in the Autumn term:
Mr Alex Morgan – Head of Maths
Mrs Fiona Middleton – Science Teacher
Ms Bethan Jones – Welsh teacher
Mr Joshua James – WRU rugby hub officer
The school’s partnership work with South Central Consortium as a Teach First base training school is also continuing very successfully and we
are delighted to welcome the following Graduates to the school:
Ms Madeline Hogben – Science Department
Ms Elodie Phillips – Science Department
Mr Vanya Burke – Maths Department
Year 5 and 6 Open Evening took place on Tuesday 9th October and, if you have younger children in those year groups but were unable to
make the event, you can still make an appointment to see the school in action.
Please be aware that we have now moved to an electronic process of communication with parents and we would urge any parents who
have not yet given us their email address to do so at their earliest convenience (data protection advice is available on the school website
homepage). I look forward to sending you the latest edition of the school newsletter in the coming weeks and months with further updates
on all the exciting developments here at Hawthorn and, once again, thank you for your continuing support.
Regards,
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21st Century Schools proposal response – December 2018
A message from the Chair of Governors (Mrs Helen Cook)

Dear Parents/Carers,
I would like to take this opportunity to convey to you the school’s formal response to the Council’s
proposals for school reorganisation in the Pontypridd area in the hope that you will support us by
expressing similar views in your written response before the end of January. We and Pontypridd
High School have worked very closely together for many weeks in formulating our responses. Whilst both
schools recognise that there are many benefits to aspects of the proposals, we are very disappointed by
the arguments the council puts forward in an attempt to justify Cabinet thinking re. Sixth Form provision in
Pontypridd; we would ask that the Local Authority gives further consideration to this aspect of
reorganisation by identifying an appropriate and suitable location in Pontypridd for a Pontypridd Sixth
Form using 21st Century funding. This should be one which:



can be led and managed predominantly by staff working in our Schools



is accountable to the LA for standards achieved by Sixth Form pupils



meets the aspirations of students and makes use of facilities and future investment planned for this
important and well serviced central location within RCT

On the school’s website in the ‘About us’/’21st Century Schools’ you are able to read our ‘Guide to the
21st Century Schools proposal for parents and carers’, which sets out our detailed response to the
council’s consultation and a summary of the arguments it puts forward. We would encourage you to join
the school in saying:
No to proposal one – to remove Sixth Form provision for all English medium schools
Yes to proposal two – to create a 3-16 school on the Hawthorn campus (as long as a suitable Sixth
Form provision for Pontypridd can be found and the level of investment to create a 21st Century school
campus is secured).
Yes to proposal five – to reorganise the catchment of the new Hawthorn school to include Gwauncelyn
Primary School in Tonteg.
I hope that you can find the time to read the guide and summary document and consider their implications
for your children’s education. I shall write to you again soon to tell you when you will have the
opportunity to come to the school and discuss the documents with myself, Governors and the
Headteacher. You have until the last week in January to make your views known to the council.
Thank you for your continued support,
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On Tuesday 18th September, Sustrans (a charity making it easier and safer for people to walk and cycle) visited our school
for a workshop with Year 7 pupils on how to improve the safety and appearance of School Lane. They work with local
communities to improve neighbourhoods and they want to make School Lane a better place for the students of Hawthorn
High and Hawthorn Primary.
When they came to our school, we shared ideas about how to make School Lane
safer and more pleasant to use. In July ,Sustrans installed pneumatic road tubes
outside the school, despite the speed limit being 10 miles per hour, the tubes
showed that the majority of people were driving at 16 miles per hour.
One of the things we discussed was
how we can reduce this as soon as
possible. We drew our ideas for the
road and then we went outside to
examine School Lane in more detail.
We looked at the positive and negative
aspects of the lane For example: how
much room there was for cyclists,
whether there was enough space on the pavements for students at Hawthorn
High School to walk safely to school and lastly, whether the public adhere to
the no parking regulations?

As well as creating a safe
environment, Sustrans
want to make School
Lane a nicer place to
walk down. We discussed
how we could make it a
fun, pleasant lane with plants, coloured tiles, water features and even
a funky zebra crossings.

We had a fun afternoon and learnt a lot about how the safety and
appearance of a community can be changed. We can’t wait for our next visit
from them, where we get to further expand on our ideas and eventually trial
some of our ideas out on School Lane. Thanks very much Sustrans.
By Megan Gane
Year 7
Hawthorn Highlights
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At Hawthorn High School we are striving to improve pupils’ communication skills as we know that pupils will be better
prepared for the outside world if they are effective communicators. One of the ways we are helping with this is through No
Pens Days.
Just before half term, pupils in Year 7 and 8 partook in their first one of the year, with subsequent No Pens Days to follow
every half term. The day was a great success and all pupils enjoyed the ability to express themselves in ways other than
picking up a pen or pencil and writing it down.
KS3 pupils, downed their pens and were immersed in a day of problem solving, group work and discussion. For example, in
maths some pupils were solving problems ,which were out of this world and whereby they solved problems from outer
space. In science, pupils had to problem solve how to create a marble run which would enable a marble to travel for at least
50seconds. In humanities, pupils had to wear their business and
empathy hats, where they had to make decisions in relation to
Fairtrade and how much money people within this actually get. In
English, pupils began their animations of their Gothic Horror stories
by using play dough.
All in all, another enjoyable No Pens Day and we can’t wait for the
next one!
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Hawthorn High School is buzzing with excitement for the filming of the next
series of BBC’s Our School to begin in October. Pupils in Year 7 and 8 have
already had a taste of what’s to come through on camera interviews and some
filmed day trips already done. Mrs Helena Worth, one of the teacher’s heavily
involved in the filming of the series , tells us about the first trip below:
With “Our School” in full swing, the first
school trip took place involving a select few
of our Year 7 and Year 8 pupils. Our
students had to complete a series of
challenges based around cave exploring,
gorge walking and waterfall jumping. How
exciting!
The selected students got to school extra
early on a Monday morning to jump in our
school minibus and drive to the Brecon
Beacons. The group of girls were led by
myself and Mr Campbell. We were all a little nervous as both teachers and the
students had no idea what challenges we would be facing.
The company hosting the trip was “The Storey Arms”, an adventure
exploration experience for school trips. After getting kitted up for the day,
our first challenge was caving and we had to squeeze through gaps and very
tight spaces. All students overcame their fears and did unbelievably well. A
real testament to Hawthorn’s beliefs.
Following this, staff and pupils completed a gruelling, steep gorge walk
through the mountains to be greeted by an absolutely stunning waterfall.
The final challenge was to climb up the waterfall and then jump off it. This
exhilarating experience was wonderful and it was great to see the pupils
supporting each other.
The day was finished off with a nice warm shower and an
opportunity to share thoughts around a campfire with some
delicious hot food.
Every single one of our students managed to complete the tasks at
hand, with bravery, teamwork and sheer determination. New
friendships were formed and fears overcome. A fantastic
experience for pupils and staff. Well done to everyone who took
part!
Look out for more Our School news in the next edition of the
newsletter.
Hawthorn Highlights
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In the week of the 12th-16th November, pupils at
Hawthorn were involved in Anti Bullying Week.
The theme this year was ‘Respect’.
The sixth form ABA held assemblies to promote
the theme and talk about ‘The Pod’ (our anti
bullying room) at Hawthorn High. All pupils took
part in a variety of anti bullying activities throughout the week during form times. These
activities focused on how we should be choosing to respect one another.

Added to this, the annual ‘Odd Socks Day’ was held
during the week which celebrated our differences and what makes us all unique.
This year, there was also a competition between each form for the funniest
picture of their odd socks and the form with the most pupils who took part. Staff
members also got involved and posted pictures of themselves in their odd socks.
On Twitter Pupils were then invited to
guess who the socks belonged to.
The week, as usual, was a great success
and we continue to strive to be a bully
free school.
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Pupils at Hawthorn High School
experienced the joys of outdoor
learning in their first half term as
Year 11. During their visit to
Pontypridd and Barry Island, they
experienced life as mayors in
these communities.

One of the sessions involved time with RCT Mayor, Councillor Steve
Powerderhill which pupils found very informative. All pupils were given
the opportunity for a Q&A session and were then invited to the Mayoral
Chambers ,which was one of the highlights of the day.
Pupils have also pledged to support the Mayor in his charity campaigns in
the run up to Christmas, especially Rachel Harry who is hoping to help coordinate an event for the young
people of Pontypridd to increase a
sense of pride in their town.
Along with their time with the
Mayor, pupils took time to ask local
residents about the area in which
they lived and the improvements
they felt was needed to ensure that Pontypridd continues to be a place
where people enjoy living.
Residents of Pontypridd and the surrounding areas were very
accommodating to the pupils’ needs. The school and Head of Geography,
Mrs Helena Worth, would like to extend thanks to those who kindly
supported the pupils and gave up their time to answer their questions.

Hawthorn Highlights
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The Welsh Youth Parliament is about to count its votes for the young people of Wales who have
shown an interest in becoming one of the sixty chosen to have a seat This is huge opportunity for
youngsters in Wales as they can get their say in the Welsh Assembly on topics which affect them
now and in the future. Even more exciting, is the fact that three of our pupils are standing for
election. Let me introduce you to them and wish them luck in their endeavour to achieve a seat on
the Welsh Youth Parliament.

I would like to become the
Welsh Youth Parliament
representative for my area
because I believe that I can
make a change in people’s
lives.
I would be able to reach out
with many people in my area
so that I would do my best for
them and I would make sure
their voices are heard by
people that can make a
difference.

I want to make sure that the
right choices are made about
issues that are presently
affecting the Welsh
community and the ones that
will be affecting the
community in the future. In
order to do this, I will make
sure I am able to consult with
as many people in my area as
I possibly can.

I would like to be a part of the
Welsh Youth Parliament because
I care passionately about the
future of our generation and
strongly believe that every young
person should have a voice. I will
do my best to ensure that every
young person in my constituency
is heard by communicating via
suggestion boxes, social media
and by using safe and nonjudgemental environments such
as schools, to talk to young
people.
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On the 1st October, four pupils from Hawthorn High School attended the Senior Cabinet Meeting for RCT.
twelve pupils attended in total, from Ysgol Garth Olwg, Pontypridd High and Hawthorn High along with
Youth Engagement and Participation Service (YEPS) officer from the three schools. Councillors attended
from many different sub-specialties, including education, children and adult services and employment.
Pupils were there to take part in group discussion with the councillors about how to get more young
people interested in the work that the council is doing and how to spread information about important
events in RCT to all young people. The groups also discussed what services are available for young people
and how these could be improved. The young people also shared their opinions on the recent super
school proposal and closure of the sixth form provisions. They were then given the opportunity to ask the
cabinet members about the work that they were doing within the council and ask their opinions about
issues important to other young people.
One pupil who attended the meeting said,:
“I found this an interesting experience to speak to other young people and councillors . It was great to
talk about how we influence the county and how we can make it a better place. It also helped me gain
confidence to share my views with others.”
Another commented:
“I felt privileged to be invited along to the meeting. I was able to ask questions about the opportunities
for young people. We really want to encourage young people to speak up and get involved with school
councils and local forums. It’s such an amazing opportunity to be able to put yourself out there and
make a difference.”

Even one of the councillors said, “Young people
really do have a voice and an opinion. It was an
inspirational morning.”

Hawthorn Highlights
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On 19th July 2018, Hawthorn's annual Eisteddfod began. Pupils witnessed the incredible talent of
their peers in performances and competitions.
The event began with talented students performing pieces from the school’s most recent show,
the Greatest Showman, and others performing pieces that they had been practising during
singing lessons, throughout the year. HHS's Eisteddfod continued with the competition winners.
Competitions included: art, singing, Welsh and the Chairing of the Bard competition.
The Chairing of the Bard is a traditional event in the Eisteddfod. The most famous chairing takes place at the National
Eisteddfod of Wales, on the Friday of the Eisteddfod week. Amazingly, the custom of Chairing the Bard dates back to as early
as 1176. The event is traditionally associated with poetry, with the winner, Y Prifardd (meaning “the chief bard”) being
crowned the bard.
This year’s English competition was to write a Welsh myth or legend. Pupils were given complete freedom with their myth as
long as it fitted with the theme. Farrah, Year 7, came second in the competition with her story: “I didn’t want to write a myth
about something that already has an explanation and story behind it. I wanted to write about something that people could
learn from, almost like a fable. My myth was about the rocking stone in Pontypridd and why it rocks. The underlying
meaning about my story was that no matter how much destruction and evil came upon the village, it can be overcome if we
are just willing to come together and see life from another person’s perspective” Katie, also Year 7, came third in the
competition with her myth.
Farrah and Katie were both presented with their 2nd and 3rd awards on the stage, next to the chair. The girls were extremely
proud of themselves when they won the award; one commented: “I was quite surprised when I received second place. I
initially only took part because I wanted to do research behind welsh culture and see where my imagination could go. My
focus was all on my singing performance and the vocal categories because singing in front of the whole of lower school was
nerve racking on its own. So, to achieve 1st in the solo category and 2nd in the Chairing of the Bard made me feel extremely
proud.” The girls received a certificate each, in recognition of their hard work. The overall winner received a certificate along
with an Eisteddfod chair trophy, prepared by Mr Woods.
“Finding out that I had won the Chairing of the Bard competition made me feel extremely honoured. I never expected to
come 1st when up against other talented members of my year group and pupils older than me! In summary, my myth
detailed the events of how the Welsh flag came to be, including patriotic elements explaining why you should be proud to
be Welsh.”
By Isobel Strong
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In English this half term, Miss Godfrey , along with the iCommunicate group, have been holding a Young Writers’
competition linked to the national competition. This year’s focus was Roald Dahl and Year 7 and 8 embraced the
challenge with almost 100 entries being made across the year groups of Year 7 and 8. You can read the winners
of first, second and third place below. These are also being published on the Young Writers web page.
It was 1999
The fourth of July,
When my father brought me
An after-school treat.
A big brown chest covered
In belts,
With a flashy gold chain to help.
He gave me the key with a grin
Ear-to-ear
I opened the gift, A noise I did
Hear,
“Don’t be shy!” My father told me,
But I couldn’t help feeling he’d been tricking me!
Using all my strength, I lifted the lid,
Out jumped a hairball. No Lies.
It did!

All Aboard the Insane Plane
“All aboard!” Emilie called, “All aboard the plane!” The lion
with a top hat cheered so did the monkey with a cane.
They flew around the desert to see what they could find,
A camel with three humps and a snake who’s going blind.
Next, they find the jungle, full emerald trees and grass,
With parrots who were black and white, and lizards made of
glass.
Last they saw the sea, crystal and as clear as can be.
Where a shark wore arm bands in his fins and the seahorse
was drinking a cup of tea.

It had sparkly blue eyes and dusky hair,

As they made their way back home what they saw was
beyond compare.

And firm black paws stuck to the chain.

A big brown horse with glasses on, sat in a yellow deck chair.

Speechless yet crying, I fell to the d,
I gripped my wand and swashed it around.
Now boppit-boop that monster’s a clown.

Its nose was honking a rocking tune,
He chuckled and cheered like a toxic buffoon.
Thunder clouds came from his feet,
Breaking the freshly laid concrete.

Georgia Temple Year 7
Hawthorn Highlights
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Who is he?
He grew up in Llandaff, in Cardiff
With his sisters, his dad and his mum
He mainly spoke in Norwegian
And his family were all Lutheran.

He was piloting planes during war time
When he crashed and shattered his nose
His first written work was about this event
Which was published in the Saturday Post.

He went on to write books for children
Like Charlie and the Chocolate Factory
Also, Witches, A Fox, James and his Peach
Matilda, The Twits and a BFG.

He wrote a book based on his childhood
About how much he disliked the school
About the fact that he loved sweets and
chocolate
And that he had his adenoids removed.

I guess you have figured it out now.
Since he is known all over the world
Imprinted in the childhood of many
We all love the man known as Roald.

iCommunicate's next competition is 'Ghost Stories.' Miss Godfrey
thought this might coincide with some of the work we are doing
with Year 8 at the moment in English as they are learning about
the genre of Gothic Horror. This competition is open all year
round so get your entries to Miss Godfrey when you have finished
them in English Year 8. But you don’t have to be in Year 8 to enter
so let’s get into the Halloween spirit and get writing ghostly tales!
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It’s been an exciting first half term for pupils studying Hospitality and Catering. A manager
from Newydd Housing asked Hospitality pupils in Hawthorn High to trial a range of
recipes. This was to help them decide which ones would go in their new cookbook.
Newydd Housing asked if they could come into our school on Wednesday, October 25th to
watch us prepare the dishes and then they would have judges to taste. There was also a
professional photographer taking photos of the pupils preparing the dishes and lots of
photos of the finished products. Some of these you can see below.
Jac Lindsey tells us about his experience:
When I attended the event , I was a bit nervous as I thought that I would mess
everything up. However, I was also excited as I was going to be cooking for an audience
that would be judging me. Master Chef eat your heart out! Even though this was going
through my mind, I still enjoyed the event very much and would do it again any day.
On the day there were pupils cooking a range of different dishes. There were starters, mains and desserts. The
best part of the event was that we all worked really well together which made the atmosphere enjoyable. Also
at the end of the day we got to try most of the dishes ,which was good fun and extra special.
When the cookbook is finished, all of the pupils who helped will get a copy for free. We hope they enjoy treating
their family at home to some of these tasty treats.

Hawthorn Highlights
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Local Athletes Brave the Cold and Wind
to Succeed in Hawthorn High School
Cross Country Competition
Over 400 pupils from Primary Schools across RCT
braved the cold and wind to take part in the
exciting annual race held here at Hawthorn.
This was another successful event organised by the
Level 3 BTEC Sport pupils here at Hawthorn High
School.
The event began to fill up as early as 10am , with
parents and teachers arriving with their
enthusiastic competitors. There was a real buzz
about the event as everyone began to head
towards the track to find their team-mates. The
young runners were split into 4 races: Year 5 girls,
Year 5 boys, Year 6 girls and finally Year 6 boys. The
first race was Year 5 girls and they ultimately set
the tone for the event.
Although the races were extremely competitive, the runners clearly
enjoyed the event with smiles from ear to ear. And these beaming
smiles could be seen whether they were running on a bend, straight or
difficult incline. Additionally, parents played a big part in the event,
cheering on from the side-lines as the pupils competed for the lead
spots in the race. All runners showed extreme resilience as they rounded
the final bend and found a second wind to finish to the relief of many
the competitors.
As always, there were amazing performances throughout the field and
the first 6 to finish from each race were awarded with certificates. This
Cross-Country event, once again, has proved a resounding success. Every
young runner competing was a credit to their school staff and their
parents, all of whom also deserve a special mention. An event such as
this, on a bitterly cold, windy Thursday morning, simply could not take
place without the support of the hundreds of parents,
and teams of dedicated school staff who support the
children, provide lifts and give up their own time to help.
Finally, the event could not have run as smoothly
without the help of Hannah and her colleagues from
Welsh Athletics. We look forward to next year!
Lewys James
Year 13
Issue 16 - NOVEMBER 2018
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One of our Year 7 pupils did
us and herself proud this summer by competing in a
gymnastics competition and picking up some well deserved
medals for her achievements. Georgia took part in the All Stars
Gymnastics Club competition where she bounced away with three
gold medals for trampette, vault and team gymnastics. Not only
that, but she also walked away with a silver medal for overall
gymnast in her age group and fifth place for the floor
competition.
She wasn’t the only Hawthorn High School pupil to succeed in
this competition. Her friend, Niamh Morgan also won gold in
her team event and three fifth place awards.
Both pupils will be competing again at the end of November.
Good luck from all of us at Hawthorn High School!

Jasmine Callan Year 10 began Vaulting with Talygarn Vaulters around October 2017.
She progressed fairly quickly as Jasmine already had a very good level of fitness and
core strength.
The Club meets for beginners on a Saturday and our competitive vaulters meet on a
Monday. Jasmine joined the Monday group earlier this year and started working on
her Individual performance.
Her music is Tightrope , from The Greatest Showman and her routine involves
approximately 8-10 freestyle moves , a team routine - Mary Poppins and a pairs with
Caitlyn Walsh.
Her first competition was in a home competition in May. This was followed by the
Welsh Championships , where Jasmine moved to pre -novice class for the team and
individual and also onto our pre novice horse Woody - Pre novice is where the 4
compulsory moves are
performed in Canter and
the freestyle in Walk - the same for the team which consists of
six vaulters.
Jasmine won the Individual class, becoming Welsh Champion
Pre Novice Individual 2018 and the team won the Pre Novice
Squad class. The final competition of the year was the British
Vaulting Championships in October. Jasmine again entered the
individual and team class. Both classes were very well
supported and Jasmine achieved a very worthy 4th place in
the individual and team. . We look forward to hearing more!
Hawthorn Highlights
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RCT Young Ambassador
HHS would like to congratulate Year 10 Pupil Billiejean
Benjamin on her recent appointment as a Gold Sport
RCT Young Ambassador for 2018/19. Billiejean was 1
of only 4 Gold Ambassadors selected across all of
Rhondda Cynon Taff. Billiejean was invited by the
Youth Sport Trust and Sports Wales to attend a Wales National
Conference at the Cardiff City Stadium on Friday 9th November.

Year 7 Newly Appointed Captains
Congratulations to Georgia Temple appointed Year 7 Netball Squad
and Mali Thompson appointed Year 7 Hockey Team. Well done
girls!

U16s Golf
Alice Thomas joined her team in a 9– 4 victory representing Wales against
Scotland in U16s golf.

Girls’ Rugby
Sisters Alysha and Megan Bishop have
been training at the Blues Training Camp.
Alysha scored her first try at CAP– A
proud moment for her family and
something for us to celebrate at
Hawthorn High.

Year 7 Boys’ Rugby
It’s not every day that you get the
Cardiff Blues Captain and Welsh
Rugby Union player, Ellis Jenkins
to help coach Year 7. The
youngsters won’t be forgetting
this anytime soon!
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Forty pupils attended Techniquest’s Scientrific event in Cardiff Bay. They took part in many activities
throughout the day to raise interest in science and other STEM subjects. The pupils got to watch a show,
meet real life scientists, go to the planetarium and have a go at some of the many hands on experiments
Techniquest has to offer.
The day started out in the theatre, with pupils watching a show about elements. Students watched several
experiments detailing what happens when elements are combined and change state of matter. Some
students participated in the show, to explain certain elements and take part in experiments. They had a real
blast perfecting their scientific minds!
Next pupils met PhD students from Cardiff University studying science. They talked about getting more young
people to pursue a career in science and engineering. Two speakers were from General Dynamics in Merthyr
Tydfil and the rest were studying zoology in Cardiff. What a wealth of experience to be exposed to!
Later, pupils got to visit the planetarium. Here, they learnt about scale and the solar system. Pupils learnt
how far away the planets are from earth and what size they would be in comparison to spheres we are more
accustomed to.
A trip to Techniquest would not be complete without time to have a go at the exhibits. Throughout these
activities pupils got to learn about physics, chemistry and biology. Many of the exhibits included problem
solving activities, optical illusions and gravity defying elements.
Overall, pupils really enjoyed their
time in Techniquest. It developed
their scientific knowledge and
further engaged them in science.
We can’t wait to get back to school
and show our peers some of the
things we learnt.
Isobel Strong - Year 8
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On the first day at Cardiff City, we were working in groups to try and encourage and increase the number of 18-21
year olds buying season tickets. We were also tasked with coming up with ideas to get more people to come to
more games. One of the reasons people don’t come to games is transport so we looked at creating deals which
would make this more possible for people. One of the deals we considered was if you bought a season ticket then
you would receive a free bus pass. Once we had finalised our deals we were then taken on a tour of the stadium,
which we all thoroughly enjoyed.
On day two, we focused more on encouraging people to come to games. One idea we had was to include
entertainment at half time. One of these entertainment ideas was to put all 18-21 year old’s names in a bucket and
whoever’s names were pulled out at half time would take part in a competition to win next year’s season ticket.
On our final day at Cardiff City, we had to present all our plans to increase the amount of 18-21 year olds coming to
support Cardiff City. We worked hard in our groups to pitch our ideas to BBC presenter Jason Mohammed. He was
one of the judges and was very complimentary about our ideas and the way we had worked as a group.
Brogan Harris - Year 8.
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The Music Department is thrilled that Father Michael Gable once again allowed us to hold our
annual Carol Service at St Luke's Church in the heart of the community. As always the service
featured our talented pupils as they sang and played festive treats, as well as the traditional
Christmas readings and plenty of opportunities for audience participation in the community carols.

Some feedback from the concert included: ‘Beautiful Evening at the Carol
Service, what a wonderfully talented bunch, well done and Merry Christmas’ .
‘What an amazing Carol Concert by HHS tonight. I am so proud of you all’

The Music Department is excited to announce that after half term we will be launching our brand
new choir! Hawthorn has a fabulous reputation for singing talent and thanks to the support of
Mrs B Jones and Miss M Hogben, regular choir rehearsals will now take place on Thursdays after
school. This new venture will also be supported by Voice Kids winner, Daniel Davies and some of
our talented 6th form pupils. The choir will be working towards performances in the Carol
Service as well as a few other opportunities in the wider community and we look forward
to learning a range of popular and traditional songs. Pupils from any year group are welcome to
attend, simply come to the Music rooms at 3.00 on a Thursday for rehearsals. We look forward
to seeing lots of you there!

