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It’s going to be a really exciting start to the Autumn 

term here at Hawthorn High. The BBC have invited 

us to be the focus school for the next series of one 

of their flagship children’s TV programmes called 

‘Our School’.  The show focusses on how pupils 

move from Year 6 into Years 7 and 8 and so, for 

us , will be largely a lower school project, which 

will give us the opportunity to showcase how we 

work with the youngest pupils in the school.   

It is very exciting to see the work that is now underway on behalf of 

Children’s BBC to film the next series of ‘Our School’ at Hawthorn 

High and the announcement has created a real ‘buzz’ around the 

school, particularly amongst current Year 7 pupils who will be a focus 

area for the series.. ‘Our School’ is one of the BBC’s top five ‘flagship’ 

series for a younger audience and is intended to reassure young 

people about the 

move to secondary 

school.  Filming will 

take place 

predominantly 

during the Autumn 

term and will be 

broadcast the 

following year.   

Inside this issue… 

 CBBC’s ‘Our 

School’ 

 Meet the new  

Senior Team 

 Anti-Bullying 

Ambassadors 

 School Trips 

 KS3 No Pens 

Day 

 World Book 

Day 

 Celebrating 

Success 

Stay up to date - follow us on twitter and download the ‘OurSchoolApp’ 



One major element of being part of 
sixth form is the opportunity to join 
the senior team - a group of pupils 
selected to not only represent the 
school, but also make improvements 
within the school for both pupils and 
members of staff.  In previous years, 
the senior team have been a major 
force behind the opening of the sixth 
form café and have been involved in 
the interviewing process of the 
school council.  

2018 saw several high achieving and  
hard working sixth formers apply for 
the senior team. Each applicant 
completed an application form and 
was interviewed by Mrs Warner, Mr 
Ferguson and the community 
governor. All the applicants feel 
passionate towards the roles and feel 
they need to contribute their unique 
talents to help improve the school 
and aid the new senior team. 
Everyone is willing to work cohesively 
and  strive to get things done as a 
united team.  

“It is an opportunity to show our 
passion to the school, while also 
making the differences, that we  
ourselves want to see.“ - Ellis Thomas 
 

“I feel as though I can contribute to the 
senior team by my personal qualities such 
as fairness and my ability to work well in a 
team, I will be there for the team as much 
as I can.” - Ben Welling  

“We feel that we are able to make the 
school community a better place” -Ffion 
Huntley and Caitlyn Best. 

 

The senior team’s tasks will be difficult. 
Jarrad Jones explained that  organising a 
team was a challenging task and there will 
be disagreements in certain areas. The 
current head boy said, 

“ The hardest task that I faced was 
managing a large team to organise and 
fundraise.”  

He discussed that it is hard to engage 
everyone in specific tasks. Jarrad gave the 
advice : 

“Get things done early to relieve pressure 
and not to involve too many people on 
every decision making process”.  

The next team have big shoes to fill. 
However with such a talented group of 
pupils, the developments that can be made 

      are promising.  

  Harry Robbins and Ellis Thomas 

Harry Robbins 

Head Boy  

Ellis Thomas 

Deputy Head Boy  

Ffion Huntley 

Head Girl 

Ben Welling 

Deputy Head Boy 

Caitlyn Best  

Deputy Head Girl 

Morgan Tuchli-Davies 

Deputy Head Girl 
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                                    Headteacher’s Blog - Thursday 28th June 2018 
 
Hello everyone, 
 

As the end of another Summer term approaches quickly we find ourselves in the middle of 
what we are calling our ‘Curriculum week’ for lower school pupils in Years 7 and 8.  This is a 
week which has been designed over a period of many months to further our work in terms of 
the Welsh Assembly’s vision of a new curriculum based on the ‘National Mission’ for Wales.  
These are exciting times for secondary schools and staff have worked hard to prepare a 
curriculum based on four themes: ‘Chocolate’, ‘Castles’, ‘Apocalypse Now (in a minute)’ and ‘Brave new Worlds’.   These 
themes are being developed this week in all sorts of exciting cross curricular ways (including external visits and providers) 
to give staff and pupils a flavour of a curriculum world beyond The National Curriculum.  Year 9 are following a PSE 
programme for the week which Ms Godfrey has co-ordinated based on pupil responses to a wellbeing survey completed 
by pupils this year and we would like to thank the numerous organisations which have supported this delivery.  Year 12 are 
at the University of South Wales working on the Welsh Baccalaureate for most of this week and we would like to thank the 
University staff for their support and the provision of such excellent facilities. 
 

Year 8 have for the first time this year been invited to complete their options choices and Senior Management have 
undertaken a rigorous series of mentoring meetings with all pupils in the year group to support them through the process.  
 

Applications and interviews have now been completed for the current Year 11 to apply to the swimming pool as lifeguards 
and successful candidates will be undergoing their training very soon. 
 

In recent weeks Governors have been interviewing for a number of vacancies and they are delighted to welcome the 
following staff to the school for the Autumn term: 
Mr. Alex Morgan – Head of Maths 
Mrs. Fiona Middleton – Science Teacher 
Ms. Bethan Jones – Welsh teacher 
Mr. Joshua James – WRU rugby hub officer 
 

The school’s partnership work with South Central Consortium as a Teach First base training school is also continuing very 
successfully and we are delighted to welcome the following Graduates to the school in September: 
Ms. Madeline Hogben – Science Department 
Ms. Elodie Phillips – Science Department 
Mr. Vanya Burke – Maths Department 
 

We are sure that these new additions to the team will be welcomed at the school and settle in very quickly to life at 
Hawthorn. 
 

We say goodbye and thank you to the following staff who will be leaving us in September: 
Mrs Lesley Evans – Science 
Mr. Ceri Stephens – Welsh 
Mr. Darren Jones – Science 
Mr. Stuart Thomas – Science 
Ms. Hettie Burn – Teach First Maths 
Ms. Hollie Lidbury – Teach First Maths 
Mrs Cath Cooper, Mrs Jayne Hobby and Mrs Jolene Harding, who have given many years of commitment to the support 
staffing in the school, will also be leaving us in September. 
 

We have welcomed many of our new pupils for Year 7 in September to the school recently and in particular through the 
very successful Llangranog residential trip which provides such an excellent opportunity for these young people to meet 
new friends from other schools.  This is the largest new intake that the school has welcomed for many years and it is very 
reassuring for me to see so many parents put their faith in the school to provide ‘Health, Happiness and Success’ for their 
young people.  We have high hopes for summer examination results for Years 11 and 13 and end of year reports will be 
sent out for other year groups in the not too distant future. Please be aware that we have now moved to an electronic 
process of sending out these reports by email and we would urge any parents who have not yet given us their email 
address to do so at their earliest convenience (data protection advice is available on the school website). 
 

To follow all the latest news at the school please follow us on twitter and/or download ‘our school app’ from itunes or 
Googleplay and then search by postcode or the school’s name. 
 

        Regards  



It has now been half a year 
in High School for the Year 7 
Pupils. There have been 
many ups and downs, but 
has it really been that scary 
place that people were 
convinced High School was 
going to be like? 
 

It started out with the first day of school. When the 
nervous Year 7’s first walked through the gate and met 
their Head of Year. Head of Years are teachers in 
charge of a certain Year Groups, whose job it is to 
make sure that students thrive in their time at 
Hawthorn High School. Most students have admitted 
that they got lost in the first week of 
school, but there’s always a teacher or 
older student willing to help. Two year 7’s 
commented that: 
 “My biggest worry for High School was 
that it would be hard to make friends, 
however making friends has been easy 
and I’ve managed to find the perfect 
friends.” 
 
“My biggest worry was not making any 
friends because Hawthorn was not a 
lead on school for my Primary and not 
many people transitioned from my 
Primary to Hawthorn High school. It has been solved 
because now I have made many friends from 
different primary schools, backgrounds and 
religions”. 
 
As the first term went on, pupils got to experience 
what exciting opportunities Hawthorn has to offer. 
One student, who has loved her time at Hawthorn, 
commented: 
 “Not only are there academic opportunities but sport 
and extra curricular opportunities too. At Hawthorn, 
you can play in a netball tournament, be a part of the 
school show and participate in a mathletes 
competition. As you can see, there is a wide range of 
opportunities across all subjects at school.” 
 
Pupils get to experience 13 different subjects over a 2 
week period! Each teacher offers something fantastic 
to pupils’ education. The best tip for new pupils is to 
try your best and you will succeed!  
 
Before breaking up for the Christmas holiday, many 
pupils were rewarded for their first term in High 
School. Pupils from Year 7 and 8 ,who had proved to 
be amazing readers, by reading 6 books in 6 weeks, 
got to see the new Star Wars film. Pupils from across  

the school also got to go ice skating, for awesome 
attendance or brilliant behaviour.  
 
A few Year 7’s even showcased their talent on the last 
day of term, by singing Christmas songs in the school’s 
Christmas Karaoke, which proved Year 7 is a very 
talented Year Group! 
 
After the holidays, pupils were asked to showcase 
their skills when they were asked to apply for the role 
of Anti Bullying Ambassadors. One Year 7 said: 
“It really boosted my confidence”.  
 
That term went by in a flash and before they knew it, 
they had survived half a year in High School! One Year 

7 exclaimed: 
“making new friends and meeting new 
people and also learning new subjects 
that we didn’t cover in primary school”  
was the best experience that she had 
been given the opportunity to do in 
High School. 
 
 It will soon be time for the pupils to 
move up to Year 8 and to welcome new 
Year 7’s to the school. When the 
current Year 7’s were asked what 
advice they would give to anyone 
moving up to High School, some 

commented: “I would tell a future Year 7 not to 
worry about making friends, as High School has such 
a wide variety of people, making friends is easy.”  
 
Another commented : 
“I  would tell them to just stay organised. 
Organisation has helped me a lot in my time in High 
School so far, to stay on top of homework and school 
work, I write it down in a journal or diary and check 
back on it during the week.” 
 
The Year 7’s have many hopes for the rest of the year 
and here’s one example: 
“I hope that the rest of the year will continue as it 
started. This academic year so far has gone so 
quickly and as the saying goes “time flies when 
you’re having fun”. Transitioning from Primary 
School to High School was an obstacle that we have 
now overcome. It was a challenge for some, but now 
that we have adjusted to High School, I can only 
hope more opportunities will come our way!”  
 
As you can see, there is nothing to be afraid of in High 
School!  
 

By Isobel Strong  
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It was late November when I received 
the email. The entire day I had been a 
nervous wreck; lessons dragged and 

my patience was running out. After what could’ve 
been the 100th time refreshing my emails that day, 
it appeared.  

“Further to your application to read English 
Language and Literature, I have been informed by 
the tutors that they would like you to visit Lady 
Margaret Hall for an interview this December.” 

My personal statement, my admissions test, my 
sample work had been worth it. I was on my way to 
an interview at Oxford University and it was time to 
prepare. 

The Seren Network provided sessions that gave key 
advice for Oxbridge interviews: Be prepared for a 
challenge, speak your though process, be yourself.  
It wasn’t anything that I hadn’t already expected. 
Even the practice interview went well; having a 
passion for English literature was definitely useful. I 
just had to overcome my lack of confidence. 

Arriving on the 4th December, I had a chance to 
settle down in Lady Margaret Hall before the big 
day. It’s safe to say, I was amazed. I’d been there 
before for an interview preparation day but that 
was before they had decorated for Christmas. It 
was magical!  

This magical feeling didn’t fade, even when I 
received my interview timetable: one at 11am and 
the other at 5pm.  That morning I rushed my 
breakfast (which was one of the best breakfasts I’d 
ever had) and locked myself in my room to read 
over some notes I’d made. I didn’t have to do this. 
Many of the others stayed in the dining hall, talking 
and making friends, comparing university choices.  
There was no expectation of what to do before the 
interviews. 

The wait for the first interview was almost painful. I 
had arrived early in fear of missing my slot and so, 
when my name was called, I felt a sense of relief.  

Knocking on the door, I stepped into what looked 
like a living room. Bookshelves, sofas with 
patterned throws; I couldn’t have been more 
comfortable. Two lecturers interviewed me, 
questioning me about my personal statement, my 
favourite books and poems. They asked about 
Dystopia and Gothic, Keats and school. I even had  

the chance to ask them about sonnets! I left the 
interview feeling content, not necessarily 
confident but pleased. 

The second interview was more of a challenge. I 
was called into a room with a desk and given 
about ten minutes to analyse an unseen poem. It 
was called  The Scarecrow Wears a Wire  - it was 
difficult to grasp and I can’t say I liked it very 
much.  The interview took place in a lecturer’s 
office which looked like a library. I couldn’t  help 
but gasp. There were books everywhere! These 
lecturers were also lovely. They managed to 
probe and gain further answers from my  own 
analysis , making sure I talked in detail. Having 
struggled with some of their questions, I left this 
interview feeling a little down-hearted.  It had 
been hard and all of the other girls had seemed 
fine with it.  Nonetheless, I still went to dinner 
feeling proud of myself. 

The night of my interviews, I managed to relax 
and even managed to talk to some other people 
who had 
been 
interviewed 
for  other 
subjects. The 
next day, I 
even 
explored 
Oxford by 
myself for a 
few hours 
before I went 
home, 
reflecting on 
how fulfilling 
my 
experience 
had been.  

 I am grateful to have had an interview at the 
university of my dreams.  Despite not receiving an 
offer , I have no hard feelings towards Lady 
Margaret Hall or Oxford as a whole. I may even 
reapply for postgraduate study! It’s still a bit 
upsetting that I didn’t get an offer  but I am still 
excited to be going to Cardiff in September. It’s an 
achievement to get an interview! If you’re 
thinking about applying to Oxbridge, do it!  

Katie Waits, Year 13 
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On Thursday, 18th of April, 12 pupils from Years 7 and 8 attended a trip to the University of Exeter 
on a launch trip for the ‘Scholars Program.’ The Scholars program is a project in which a certain 
number of pupils from schools across the UK are given the opportunity to take part in a series of 
experiments to determine the conclusion of an overall question. This year’s question was: 

  

‘Are stars able to float in water?’ 

 

The journey started at 8:30 on Thursday morning, when the twelve children taking part gathered 
in reception in preparation for the two and a half hour long journey to Exeter.  

 

When they arrived at the University, half of the pupils were given a tour of the University’s 
campus, while the other six were in their first tutorial of the project. In the tutorial, the pupils 
examined the mass and volume of a variety of items in order to determine whether they would 
sink or float. The pupils also observed the density and material of the objects to decide the 
results of the first experiment. 

 

The pupils also had an 
insight into student life at 
Exeter. At the end of the 
day, they were joined by 
various other schools in a 
lecture room where they 
were given a taster of life at 
Exeter. They were told about 
different accommodation in 
and around campus. They 
learned about societies and 
clubs that go on around the 
University.   

  

All in all, the trip was very 
successful and every pupil 
who attended enjoyed the 
experience thoroughly.  

       

   
   
 By Caitlyn Williams  
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Through the work of Hawthorn High’s School Council, I have had 
the opportunity to work with the RCT County Youth Forum in the 
Secretary position. As a  Leadership Team we were visited by 
Sarah Evans, a Yeps worker and previous Secretary of the forum. 
Each school in RCT has 2 positions in the forum ,which are usually 
filled by School Council Members. Oliver and I were kindly voted 
by our school council to represent Hawthorn for the following 
year of meetings, held in the Council Chambers.  

We attended our first meeting in December 2017. At this 
meeting, we were introduced to other members of the forum 
and also given the opportunity to get involved with different parts of the forum e.g., we were introduced to 
the sub-groups. There are two sub-groups, each voted for by previous year’s forum members, as the 
biggest problem for youths in today’s society. These are Mental Health and Anti-Bullying. I am now a part 
of both committees and Oliver is focusing on Mental Health. The reason we have become a part of these 
sub-groups is because we want to feed back to our school. This way, as it is one of the biggest issues 
youth’s feel is affecting them, we are able to support people in school due to the work we have done 
within the Council Community.  

We have already started a lot of work in the forum that we are very excited about. During the February half 
term I attended a residential in Margam Park where the sub-committees created an awareness video. It 
was very interesting as I was able to work with film producers to learn new skills, such as digital literacy. I 
carried out tasks like voice-overs and video editing. Prior to the residential, we had a meeting in Nantgarw 
College, where we discussed the content and aims of the video and also organised an agenda. On the 
overnight stay, I met new people, developed my social skills and participated in fun activities such as a 
night walk in which we learnt survival skills and toasted marshmallows.  

The next meeting I attended Clydach Council Chambers. Oliver and I presented our individual speeches to 
the forum as we were running for Chairman and Secretary of the Youth Council. We completed the first 
stage of the process at our first meeting in December where we filled in our applications and were quickly 
short listed. After our speeches, the rest of the forum decided between both Oliver and I and the other 
candidates for the position. Due to the amount of votes we received, Oliver and I were lucky enough to be 
voted into the positions we applied for in the Forum.  

Through the Forum, I have recently completed my Young Person’s Mental Health training, after attending a 
six week course and I am now officially qualified as a Mental Health First Aider. I also attended a public 
speaking course, where I developed my skills of giving speeches, which I can use in both school and the 
Forum.  

On the 22nd March, I received an award at the Yeps Annual Celebration Event due to the work I have done 
on the sub-group residential.  

Both Oliver and I will be attending another forum meeting on the 4th June, where we will have our first 
experience in our Chair and Secretary positions. 

Kaitlyn Bury, Year 11 
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Celebrating Success. 

The annual music competition was founded in 1991 by local industrialist and benefactor John Tree 
MBE, Deputy Lieutenant of Mid Glamorgan and a former resident of Pwllgwaun.  It is managed by Côr 

Meibion Pontypridd in conjunction with Head’s of Music in the five Pontypridd Secondary Schools. 

Megan Johnson, one of Hawthorn’s musically talented Year 12 pupils, 
competed in the John Tree Music Award held at Cardinal Newman School on 
Tuesday 27th March 2018. This event is run by Cor Meibion Pontypridd and 
has been encouraging young musical talent in the Pontypridd area since 1991.  

Pupils are chosen from each of the six local High Schools and Sixth Form 
Colleges and compete for a cash prize and the opportunity to perform in Cor 
Meibion Pontypridd’s Annual Concert, held at St Dyffrig’s.  

The competitors this year were Abigail (Piano) from the host school, Osian 
(Electric Guita/Violin) from Garth Olwg, Megan (Voice) from Hawthorn and 
Samantha (Voice) from Pontypridd High; unfortunately Bryn Celynnog  and 
the College were unable to take part on this occasion. Megan sang 
beautifully, beginning her programme Weil with a song from the musical 
Ghost entitled, ‘With You’ before singing ‘Memory’ from Cats, by Andrew 
Lloyd-Webber. 

The music teachers from all schools agreed that the standard of performance 
was exceptional, particularly given the young age of the participants who 
ranged from Year 10 to Year 13. Heartfelt congratulations go to the winner, 
violinist Osian from Garth Olwg and to our own Megan Johnson who was the 
Highly Commended runner-up and will receive a small cash prize for her 

On the first weekend of the half term holidays I, Jac Lindsey, did a Duke of Edinburgh 
expedition. Me and my team met at the summit centre with the Leader and the Marker 
to get ready for a hike. We left the summit centre at about 10 o’clock and went on the 
route that we got sent on. Me and the six others walked for about an hour until we had 
ended up walking back to where we started. We asked for some help and we got told 
that the path that we had to take had been blocked up because of safety hazards. So we 
went to take the other route that we where supposed to take on the second day, but we 
got lost trying to go that way. In the end we ended up going up a massive mountain and 
then we had a rest up the top.  

After that we saw the Leader’s van and they started to head towards us by the cemetery. They stopped to fill up our 
supply of water and told us that we had gone off the route and ended up in the centre of the map. They gave us a 
new route and we followed it until the next stop. From there we walked up the national pony trail until we reached 
Park Cwm Darren. It was beautiful up there.  

We pitched up our tents and rested for the night.  Later on that night when 
we settled down to play cards and there was a massive flash and it started to 
rain so we all jumped into our tents. It was thunder and lightening. 

The next morning we returned to the summit centre. I can’t wait to complete 
the next step of the Duke of Edinburgh Award.  
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Hawthorn High School has recently held a school trip to Austria. As one of the pupils who attended, I am 
going to tell you how it went.  

We all set off on a luxury coach to Dover, which is where we caught the ferry. The ferry had many shops 
and restaurants so we could have something to eat to pass the time. When we got to Calais we got back 
onto the coach and continued to make our way to Austria. We stopped at many services along the way, 
most with popular restaurants that allowed us to stay nicely fuelled up.  

After twenty six hours of coach travel ,we arrived at the three star hotel called Haus 
Lungau and arranged who was in which room. The rooms were lovely and spacious 
with a television and a balcony.  

The food in the hotel was always traditional Austrian food but they did have some 
British dishes too. Once we had time to settle in, we went to measure up ourselves 
to see what size boots, poles, helmet and skis we required. When we first began 
skiing, myself and many others started off in the bottom group, but as we were 
improving the highly qualified instructors moved some of us up to the higher level. 

Once we went onto the higher level we kept on going onto steeper slopes, which was amazing. Everybody 
who attended improved every single day. Halfway through the day we would stop for a bit of lunch in a 
near restaurant. They offered British and Austrian foods so we didn't have to worry about not liking the 
food.  

My group and another group may have started on the nursery slopes but we made it all the way up to the 
red slopes. We did different activities after skiing which we all enjoyed and most of us had a go at. The 
activities we did were :a quiz, swimming, zip wiring and karaoke.  

On the last day, we had half a day of skiing and we returned the helmets, poles, skis and boots before 
repeating the full journey again. 

When we did get back , we were all excited to tell  our family 
how it went. I highly recommend for anyone to go on 
Hawthorn High School’s next skiing trip as it will boost your 
confidence if you’re shy and allows you to make and have fun 
with your friends.  

 
                       By Harvey Roderick 

I S S U E  1 5   -  J U L Y  2 0 1 8  



.  

On Thursday the 8th March, thirty Year 8 pupils 

set off to Paris with, Mr Stephens, Mr Tomos and 

Mrs Davies.  

Bright and early on Thursday morning, we hopped 

on the bus for the ferry. 

After arriving at Disney, we went to our rooms in 

the hotel to get ready before going for food at the 

‘Earl of Sandwich’. 

The next day, we had to get up early for breakfast 

so that we could get to the park before everyone 

else.  

We spent about four hours in the park before 

meeting up to get our passes for lunch. Everyone 

left for food and then we continued going around 

the park until five pm, We then met up for the 

amazing parade. The floats were super as they 

were incredibly bright and colourful. Finally, we 

met up again and 

chatted about the 

parade over lunch. 

 

The next day, we went to Walt Disney Studios 

which had all the massive rides. They were mostly 

Disney Pixar themed. They were absolutely 

fantastic!  

We met up for lunch and there was a real buzz 

about the light show we were going to see later 

that day. 

There were hundreds of people at the light show. 

So many that you could barely see the floor! The 

light show was situated around the castle and 

consisted of all the different Disney characters 

being projected onto it. 

Setting off for Wales the next morning, we 

reflected on the awesome time we had all had 

that weekend.  

 

Lucy Vaughan 

Year 8 
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Hawthorn Hits the Hay! 

The Hay Festival provided Hawthorn pupils with an experience which 

they will never forget. With a line-up of poets, novelists and many more 

famous faces to inspire young people through exploring topics from 

equality, positive self-esteem, empathy and the importance of 

literature and writing, Hawthorn Hit the Hay at the end of May. 

Despite the rainy conditions, the pupils’ experience was a fantastic 

one. Speaker Gemma Cairney, author of Open (below left) gave a 

motivating talk about being a teenager, body confidence and how (in 

her words) ‘messed up life can be’. This really resonated with the 

pupils, who had the opportunity to ask questions and show interest 

in what Gemma would tell her 15 year old self today. Gemma’s 

charisma and fun-loving nature really got the day off to a great start! 

With the Hay Festival’s fabulous bookshop providing opportunities 

for book signings after each talk, pupils were able to grab a copy of 

their favourite speaker’s book and ask questions one-to-one. Some 

of the pupils (pictured below) took this opportunity to really 

demonstrate their appreciation for Gemma’s advice by buying their 

own copies!   

Gemma wasn’t the only inspirational speaker of the day, 

though! With the likes of Patrice Lawrence (author of Indigo 

Donut and Orangeboy) helping promote loyalty, friendship 

and a sense of belonging. All speakers on the day were 

incredibly motivating and encouraged the pupils to read 

more and to even try their hand at writing! 

Hawthorn’s pupils (and staff!) thoroughly relished in the 

opportunity to be a part of this hugely enjoyable and inspiring 

day in which writers and readers were connected by an 

entertaining and informative talks ,designed specifically to 

promote a love of reading and writing. If we could sum up the 

success of the day, it would be in a pupil quote. “It was so 

uplifting to see literature being celebrated and appreciated!” 

See you next year, Hay! 
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Eleven pupils and two teachers from Hawthorn High School have been training hard in preparation for 
completing a 46-mile cycle ride in London this summer, being inspired by world-class British athletes every 
step of the way. 

 

Prudential RideLondon is a world-class festival of cycling that 
takes over the streets of London once every year, an initiative 
begun by the Mayor of London with the goal of encouraging 
more people to cycle more safely, more often. The Sixth 
Edition, which will take place over the weekend of 28th-29th 
July 2018, will be kick-started by 500 young people from 
across the UK who will complete the 46-mile cycle ride as part 
of the event’s charitable programme known as PruGOals.  

 

 

 

PruGOals aims to improve the self-esteem, aspirations and 
educational outcomes for young people by supporting them 
through an eight-month journey which culminates with the 
flagship cycling event. Through its partnership with Teach First, 
Hawthorn was thrilled to be able to offer this opportunity to 
eleven of our Year 11 and 12 pupils this year, who have each been 
given a complimentary bike and accessories which they can keep 
after participating in the ride this Summer. 

 

 

The journey started with a digital launch event at Hawthorn High School in December where the pupils were 
asked to consider what personal goals and pledges they would work towards over the duration of the 
programme (see Picture 1). Next came the bike fitting event in Bristol. Here the pupils received their brand 
new road bikes, fitted to their measurements and received training and safety advice from athletes including 
Welsh Rugby player Philippa Tuttiett and Paratriathlete David Hill. The final training event was held in Bristol 
in March, during which the pupils completed a 15-mile training ride and had the opportunity to speak to 
none other than Dame Kelly Holmes herself about their aspirations for the future. 

 

With the RideLondon event now fast-approaching, the pupils 
are increasing their training frequency and fitting in rides 
alongside their revision for the Summer exams – a welcome 
break! To supplement and support them with this challenge, 
teachers Miss Burn and Mr Hopkins have arranged monthly 
training rides on Saturday mornings which will help the pupils 
to ensure that they will be in shape for the 46 miles in July. 
These began with a 15-mile ride down the Taff Trail in March        
 (see Picture 3) and most recently included an 
 impressive 24-mile cycle to Cardiff and back in May.  
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Recently, students in Year eight 
at Hawthorn High participated in 
an Anti Smoking Training Camp. 
Over two days, the students 
learnt about the effects of 
smoking to aid the NHS in their 
work to bring down the rising 
number of young smokers. Their 
role will be to encourage fellow 
pupils in their year group not to 
start smoking as it will then be 
hard to stop. This will cause 
them to have many health issues 
later on in life. 

Students were chosen by their 
peers through a survey done during 
tutorial time. They were chosen due 
to their ability to lead others and be 
a positive role model to others. 

The training for these lucky pupils 
took place in Taffs Well Rugby Club 
over two days. The course aided 
participants in their knowledge on 
the adverse effects of smoking. All 
students learned some shocking 
facts to pass on to their peers to put 
them off smoking. A good example and one of the most shocking that was learnt was the fact that there 
are at least four thousand chemicals in a cigarette! Many of these astonishing facts were learnt through 
games and activities such as ‘chemical soup’ and the ‘100 percent quiz’. During ‘chemical soup’ students 
made a soup using some of the many chemicals used in cigarettes such as sugar, rat poison, toilet 
cleaner and hot chocolate to replicate just how bad cigarettes really are for you. Many people were 
blown away at some of the shocking ingredients and facts that surrounded smoking. Furthermore, 
Ambassadors also learnt about subjects such as illegal tobacco and their negative impact on the 
economy and why e-cigarettes are just as  harmful as normal cigarettes. 

All of these Ambassadors have also been trained to offer support to students in the 
Year Group who currently have smokers and would like to gain some help and 
guidance. There are also many websites that they have been informed of such as 
www.ashwales.com that can also aid students in quitting.  

There are two short follow up meetings scheduled to help Ambassadors in 
overcoming any problems or obstacles that they may have faced while doing their 
role in helping to bring down the number of smokers in Wales. 

By Libby Shaddick 
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Sharing ideas for gothic 

stories. 

Self defence in P.E. 

Following a discussion web 

in English. 

All the departments around the school challenged the 

pupils to think about their learning in a different way. From 

seeing their discussions weaved as a web in English to 

collecting materials from the school grounds to make bug 

hotels, pupils  were enriched with unique opportunities. 

EAL pupils preparing their 

speeches on famous 

musicians. 

On the 7th February , the whole of Year 7, 8 and 9 took part in a No 

Pens Day. This  meant that pupils learnt through speaking and listening 

activities whilst enhancing their problem solving  and working 

collaboratively . 
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Using vocabulary builders in 

French.  

The egg challenge in Science. 

Getting stuck into a debate in 

Geography. 

It was fantastic to see so many pupils positively engaged in their 

learning and having opportunities to talk though their ideas with each 

other.  

Building bug hotels 

in Science.  

Watch this space for more No Pens Days in the future! 
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“To catch the reader's attention, place an 

interesting sentence or quote from the story 

here.” 

Caption describing 

picture or graphic. 

 

Caption 

describing 

picture or 

graphic. 

For this year’s World Book Day  celebrations, staff at Hawthorn High School rose to the challenge of  
reading in unusual places in their half term break. The pictures below, were entered into a competition, 

where the pupils chose their favourite.  

Alongside this competition, pupils also made book boxes, where other pupils had to guess the book 
which was being represented by the items in the boxes. Other pupils, wrote reviews of their favourite 

books and some wrote  stories of their own.  
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To complete the celebration, the English department held a book swap and  book token collection  

on World Book Day. Lots of pupils popped in to  swap books.   
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Update from Hawthorn High’s Anti bullying Ambassadors 

Following many interviews and training sessions, Hawthorn High’s anti bullying team are set up for 
anything that may come their way. A recent training day has finished the ambassadors’ training as they 
begin their crucial work in the school. 

 

Figures show that 1 in 3 people feel they are bullied in the workplace but what if 
bullying could be stamped out altogether? This is our ambassadors’ aim! 

 

A rota is in place for the ambassadors for their slots in the Pod, the new anti bullying hub. 

Every lunchtime, a member of the team from every year  group will be available in the Pod or on patrol 
throughout the school and will be happy to speak to pupils about any concerns that they may have. 
Furthermore, the ambassadors will also be on the look out for any possible bullying incidents throughout 
the school and will look to resolve what they can there. If the incident is then deemed more serious, a 
member of staff will become involved. 

If you feel you are being bullied or know of someone who is, please feel free to come and visit us any 
time in the Pod where we will be happy to help.  

We believe that nobody should have to fight bullying alone because sometimes even the bully has 
something to hide. 

By Libby Shaddick    

Some of our bulling ambassadors getting 

ready to speak to Year 7 parents. 

The Pod where pupils can go to 

talk to a bullying ambassador. 
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The Year 7 boys squad warmed up for the 
National 7s by participating in the Ponty Schools 
7s held at Hawthorn High a week prior. This was 
the first taste of 7s rugby which proved vital in 

the success that was to follow at the Urdd.  

The boys began the day with 3 defeats in a  tough group. With it all to play for,  the 
team would go on to win 7 games on the bounce to take the Shield home.  

After an impressive win over Greenhill in the Quarter Final, everything about 
Hawthorn’s play began to “click”. Ball carrying was strong, good decision making was 
frequent and stealing opposition ball through determined counter rucking became a 
feature of our play. A Semi-Final win over Bishop of Llandaff paired Hawthorn with 

Aberdare Community School in the Final - and what a game it was! 

Aberdare scored the first try as tired legs began to take hold of the Hawthorn squad, 
but it changed after two breakaway tries, Hawthorn entered the last minute of the 

game with a 5 point lead. In the very last play of the game, the Aberdare winger 
looked to have sneaked into the corner to steal the game, but Shane Spence covered 

30m to smash the winger into touch at the try line to seal the trophy! 
Congratulations, boys! 

Celebrating Sporting Success. 

Year 7 Boys URDD National 7s  

Shield Winners 2018 
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INSTRUCTIONS FOR DOWNLOAD 

Using your device, visit the relevant marketplace i.e., 
App Store or Google Play. 

Search for ‘OurSchoolsApp’ and download the app. 

Once downloaded, use the search bar within the app 
and enter the school’s postcode CF37 5AL or  

Hawthorn High School. 

Hit the search button. 

Once you see our school name displayed, please select 
it. 

Confirm your choice by pressing ‘OK’. 

You will now have the school’s app on your device. 


