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In the summer, lots of Hawthorn High School pupils 

celebrated excellent GCSE and A Level results. Some of 

those joined us for another celebration of success at 

our recent Success Evening.  Over 200 awards were 

given to those who had proved themselves 

academically but also in endeavour and 

excellence in other fields. 

This term has also seen the outstanding 

week of performances from our very own 

Hawthorn ‘High School Musical’ cast and team.  As usual, it was a rip roaring 

success . 

See pages 2 to 6 for more details.  

See pages  8 to 9 for more details.  

Following the successful negotiations with the Central 

South Consortium on behalf of its schools to deliver a high performing ITT 

programme, Hawthorn High School has been successful in becoming one of 

the two base schools to deliver a new Leadership Development 

Programme.  
See pages 18 to 19 for more details.  
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We at Hawthorn High School celebrated the continued success of our pupils at the annual awards 

ceremony on the 23rd of November. Here at Hawthorn, we take our motto of Health, Happiness 

and Success very seriously and believe whole heartedly in celebrating the successes of our pupils. 

It was lovely to see over 200 awards given to those pupils who have achieved both the highest 

academic success and those who have been rewarded for their excellence and endeavour.  

Read on to find out who our successes  

were for academic year 2016/17.. 

The evening was book ended with outstanding 

performances from our cast of High School Musical and 

also supported with stunning performances from- 

Sophie Jones Year 12 , who sang, 'When she loved me';  

Jed Gurner Year 10 , who sang, 'Defying Gravity'; 

Khadija Davies Year 13 , who sang the aria, 'Du Bist die 

Ruh'. An outstanding performance by Daniel Davies 

Year 9, singing, 'I know where I’ve been' received a well

-deserved standing ovation. Daniel is a superb vocalist 

and took on significant roles in the musical life of the 

school during Year 7.This included performing solos in 

the Carol Service, Eisteddfod and Disney Showcase. It 

was no surprise that in Year 8 Daniel was cast as the 

lead in ‘Oliver’, a role which he performed with an 

enormous amount of maturity and skill, just as he is in 

this year’s production of ‘High School Musical’. It is no 

surprise that Daniel was named Young Musician of the 

Year for Year 8.  

Of further musical note were, Tabitha Owen ,who was 

awarded Young Musician of the Year and can already 

sing in eight different languages; Gabriel Simons who 

was named Young Musician of the Year for Year 9 and 

Cairon Smallman,  who was named Young Musician of 

the Year for Year 10. 
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Since starting high school, Elisabeth has demonstrated what a talented young lady she really 

is! She has excelled in her academic studies; particularly in Science, Languages and English to 

name but a few. She can always be depended upon to act as a positive role model for the 

school, throwing herself into writing competitions, the School News Report, Magazine club, 

and most recently, her impressive involvement with the latest STEM project at the National 

Museum in Cardiff for the 2017 ‘Mission to Mars’ . 

This young man is a delightful pupil, who has built himself a very positive reputation since starting in 

Hawthorn with us last year. Pupils and staff alike are always full of praise for Harvey. Be it for his kind and 

helpful nature, going above and beyond in lessons, or for being a good supportive friend to his peers, he can 

always be relied upon. Additionally, he has taken an active role in the School News Report this year – going 

out of his way to work on reports outside of school to contribute to the team’s work.  

This young lady continues to amaze staff with her constant effort for learning and self-

improvement. She is a modest individual who does not always see how much she has and still can 

achieve. Always polite and courteous, her smile and enthusiasm for things is infectious. She has 

been involved in STEM activities and has flourished in that environment, representing herself and 

the school beautifully.  

Since starting high school, he has demonstrated what a talented young man he really 

is! He has excelled in his academic studies; particularly in Science, Languages and 

English. Every year he treads a groove across the stage often having to run to get back 

on stage in time for his next award (this year is no different).  

This is a pupil who has excelled in his academic progress since he began at Hawthorn just over 

4 years ago. He is a quiet, unassuming pupil who over the last academic year has already 

produced an outstanding set of GCSE results gaining A*/A grades in Science, Mathematics, 

English and Welsh. His teachers describe him as an enthusiastic pupil with a thirst for learning.  

Outstanding 

Pupil Awards  

Elisabeth Shaddick – Year 7 

Harvey Roderick – Year 7 

Excellence – Amelia Betts – Year 8 

Achievement -Nathaniel Strong- Year 9 

Achievement - William Hughes Year 10 

I S S U E  1 4   -  D E C E M B E R  2 0 1 7  
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Nisrine’s journey at Hawthorn High has been filled with challenges and happy moments She confronts these challenges 

and continues to do so every day since arriving  in a new country, having language barriers and starting a new school 

whilst sitting GCSE Exams .  Last year, Nisrine was invited to participate in a school project at the University of South 

Wales alongside her peers. Nisreen was reluctant to participate and always tried to avoid speaking, with much 

encouragement staff and her Peers, she started to take initiative and at the end of the year she spoke publicly in front 

of a large audience without any hesitation.  

Endeavour – Nisrine Almaghribi 

This young lady has worked so hard to achieve and develop her learning. She is an inspiration to those 

who would sometimes want to give up. This beautiful individual takes on challenges with a smile on 

her face.  She is a friendly and approachable young lady who is always willing to help anyone whether 

it is staff or her peers. 

Endeavour - Samantha Curtis - Year 8 

Outstanding performance in GCSE awards were presented to a 
group of pupils who excelled within the school environment,  
producing an exceptional set of exam results. Each of them 
individually display qualities that this year’s cohort should be 
striving to reproduce. 

Our awards for Academic Excellence in YEAR 13 were presented 

to Katie Waits, Clara Jenkins and Atiah Akhtar have all maintained 

an exceptionally high standard of academic achievement whilst in 

the Sixth Form. All three girls were active members of the Seren 

Network, taking advantage of the additional tutorials and support 

on offer to them and other MAT students in RCT.  

Manparteet Singh, Sion Lewis and Harry Robbins were presented 

the award for achievement in Year 12 . They are a credit to 

themselves and the school. Coming into year 12, they all had an 

exceptional set of GCSE results. These results have allowed them 

to become members of RCT SEREN Network which is aimed at 

inspiring pupils from RCT to apply for the top universities in the 

UK.  

H A W T H O R N  H I G H L I G H T S  
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The Mrs A Railton Memorial Prize was awarded to Casey Humphreys. 

This young lady’s commitment to Hawthorn High School is second to none. She has participated 

in all aspects of school life from the day she arrived in Year 7. Throughout her time in Hawthorn, 

she has participated in every Music and Drama production and in numerous sporting teams 

whilst she was in the lower school.  

The Governors’ Award for Excellence went to Manparteet Singh. 

This young man is highly creative and intelligent. He is quietly confident and is described as a very 

motivated and committed member of the school. He engages well in all lessons and takes an 

active roll in both academic school and community based work.  

The Governors’ Award for Outstanding Overall Endeavour went to Thomas Lee. 

This young man is always bright and cheerful. He has a very positive and can do attitude. In 

lessons, he is focused on improving his own learning and completing his work to the highest 

possible standard.. He gets on with his peers and often offers to help and share ideas with them.  

The Kayleigh Sugar Award for Head Boy and Head Girl was presented to Jarrad Jones & Penny Walsh. 

Both of these pupils have taken on the roles of Head Girl and Boy with an enthusiasm that Kayleigh 

would have been proud of. They have shown great leadership and teamwork in establishing an 

effective senior team and are excellent role models for the younger pupils within the school. 

The Colonel Brayley Award for Service was awarded to Callum Johnson. 

This young man’s commitment to Hawthorn High School is commendable. He has participated in 

all aspects of school life from the day he arrived in Year 7. Throughout his time in Hawthorn, he 

has dedicated his time not only to his studies but to helping others by fundraising for charity,. 

The Mrs V Thompson Award for outstanding contribution to Drama went to Casey Humphreys & Calister 

Davies . 

It was very difficult to choose between these two for  recognition in drama as both girls have fully 

committed to the life of the Drama Department throughout school. As they have matured, they have also  

helped each other develop their skills in this field, often found running their own productions with the 

younger pupils. 

I S S U E  1 4   -  D E C E M B E R  2 0 1 7  
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We are also very proud of our sporting talents here at Hawthorn high 

School and rewarded many of our pupils for their achievements in sport. Of particular note were the 

following pupils who have achieved County, Regional and International Honours. 

County/Regional Honours 11 Lowri Durham (Hockey) 

County/Regional Honours 9 Leah Radford (Athletics) 

County/Regional Honours 9 Nathan Scott (Athletics) 

County/Regional Honours 11 Morganne Tuchli-Davies (Rugby) 

County/Regional Honours 11 Sean O’Sullivan (Rugby League) 

County/Regional Honours 11 Ffion Morgan (Netball) 

County/Regional Honours 8 Cailey Kerswell (Netball) 

County/Regional Honours 10 Jayden Granelli (Football) 

County/Regional Honours 10 Dylan Morgan (Rugby) 

County/Regional Honours 10 Liam Frazer (Rugby) 

County/Regional Honours 7 Rio David (Football) 

International Honours 9 Rebecca Lewis (Swimming) 

International Honours 10 Louise Loughlin (Hockey) 

International Honours 10 Alice Thomas (Golf) 

International Honours 10 Leah Bedgood (Show Jumping) 

International Honours 10 Marni Ray (Kick Boxing) 

County/Regional Honours:  

Louise Loughlin was awarded Sports Person of the Year for her 

outstanding commitment to sport at Hawthorn and beyond. She has 

successfully represented the school at netball, hockey, rugby, athletics, 

cross country and rounders.  She is a valued and reliable member for 

each of these squads and she shows full effort and commitment in 

every PE lesson. Outside of the school environment, Louise competes 

at international level for hockey.  She has represented Wales Under 

16's on a number of occasions, including being selected for the Euro 

Hockey 5-a-side team that competed in France this year.  She plays for 

the under 18 squad of future internationals and is a member of a 

South Wales Premiership adults hockey squad. 

Our Team Honours Award went to the Girls Rugby Team:  

Team Honours Girls Rugby 9 & 10 Naomi Rees, Leah Radford, Megan 
Hier, Hannah Kelly, Jordan Good, 
Billiejean Benjamin, Jasmin Callan, 
Lily-Mae Shearon, Jona Matthews, 
Alysha Bishop, Megan Lindsey and 
Cerys Allen. 

P A G E  6  
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Our new Year 7 has been here for a term now and have really settled in to high school life. We 
believe that this is down to our fantastic transition program. 
 
During the Summer Term, we were busy getting to know our new pupils for September 2017. A 
range of exciting activities and adventures took place, beginning in May with ourt 3 day 
residential to LLangrannog which featured in our last edition of Hawthorn Highlights.  
 
It’s true to say that there is no better classroom than Urdd Centre, Llangrannog! There are a 
range of activities available at the Centre and each one run by professional CRB checked staff 
and they are all ideal for team building and personal development. Year 6 pupils from across our 
feeder schools, Coedpenmaen, Heol Y Celyn, Hawthorn, Ffynnon Taf and Parclewis took part in 
activities aimed to develop their team building skills and self confidence. Many new friends were 
made (which I am sure will be life long) and this venture has prepared our learners for their start 
to High School.  
 
Year 6 pupils also took part in a Curriculum Enrichment Day aimed at allowing them to work as 
teams and to explore aspects of the secondary school curriculum. During the day, they were 
challenged by CSC Science activities which encouraged the development of their problem 
solving skills, language skills in French, literacy skills in English and as Darwinian explorers 
developing their analytical recording skills. 
 
The final Transition day was a competitive Pastoral Activity Day where pupils were able to get to 
know their Form Groups. 
 
Here is a snapshot of their experiences: 

It’s now time to look forward to the 

year ahead and our new Year 7. 

P A G E  7  
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Kayla Sanger 
I’m Kayla and I play Kelsi in the school show. Being in 
the school shows is one of the most exciting 
experiences that anyone could imagine. By 
participating you meet friends from all different year 
groups that stick until you leave school. It is so 
important to be part of the show, even if you have no 
intention in acting because the mood backstage is 
something you won’t be able to forget. There are many 
different roles such as crew, cast, band and lighting and 
each role fits together like a jigsaw- like one big family! 

Alysha Bishop 
I am very happy that I joined the cast and crew as we are like one big family 
who support each other. Hopefully, I will be in the next show with another 
amazing cast again as I have really enjoyed meeting new people and having fun 
with the cast who have similar or different interests. I would like to thank the 
teachers who put this fantastic show, giving us a fabulous experience to all the 
pupils in the department. GO WILDCATS!!   

Once again, Hawthorn High School has had  
audiences laughing and enjoying a jam 
packed week of entertainment in the form 
of this year’s school show, ‘High School 
Musical’.  
With a double cast, each night was a totally 
different experience but  everyone of them 
a success.  
Take a look at some of the reasons our 
pupils enjoy the experience so much. 

H A W T H O R N  H I G H L I G H T S  
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Jed Gurner 
I’m Jed and I play Ryan in this year’s show, ‘High School 
Musical.’ Taking part in the school shows has helped 
me in so many ways. It helps boost your confidence 
and it also gives you a chance to showcase you talents. 
It takes a lot of dedication and time but it gives you 
experiences and lessons you can use in the future.  

Thomas Lee 
I’m Thomas and I’m in the band for the show and play 
percussion. Although I don’t take to the stage, I can still 
say that my experience in the school show has been 
amazing. I’ve learned so much and made a lot of 
friends. I play alongside an adult band along with my 
friend Nathan, who I have become good friends with 
thanks to the show. Anyone can join in the school 
show. It is an amazing experience and I would 
recommend it to anyone. 

Natalia Beasley 
This year’s school show, High School Musical, has been 
an amazing experience. I have enjoyed every show in 
school so far for example: Bugsy Malone, the Wizard of 
Oz and a lot more.  
The cast and crew of this show are very polite and we 
are like one family. I didn’t know most of the cast 
members when rehearsals started a couple months ago 
but as the rehearsals have gone on, I have spoken or 
made friends with everyone! I really enjoy the shows as 
acting is probably my number one hobby. The teachers 
who run the show are amazing and they treat us as if 
we are their children and they make us their number 
one priority which makes us feel really happy and 
loved. However, on the nights it’s down to us and we 
all have to get our heads in the game! 

Casey Humphreys 
High School Musical is full of energy and excitement and the well 
known musical is fun for everyone involved and those watching!  
 
Participating in High School Musical has been another exciting 
opportunity that the Drama Department has provided us with. It 
has been a challenge but also a pleasure to take on the role of 
Sharpay and get a chance to direct scenes, furthering my 
experience for the future. The teachers and the pupils have all 
been amazing to work with and it’s great to see how everyone 
comes together in order to put on a brilliant production. 
 
Due to the nature of High School Musical, it is lovely to see 
younger pupils approaching new roles and showcasing their 
talent and passion. The Drama Department is a welcoming environment and they always have room for 
everyone whether it’s singing your heart out in the chorus or taking the spotlight as a lead role.  
Make sure you come to see future  shows or get involved if you can! 

I S S U E  1 4   -  D E C E M B E R  2 0 1 7  
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The Red Ribbon Tour 

In Hawthorn High School, we take reading 

for pleasure very seriously so to kick start 

the new year with a reading bang, we invited 

an author, Lucy Adlington, to come to speak 

to the pupils about her new book, ‘The Red 

Ribbon’ . 

Pupils arrived eager and early to see a real 

life author, who they were all really excited 

to meet and work with. Once settled, Lucy 

talked them through the ideas of her book, 

reading extracts and questioning them on 

their understanding of World War 1.  

The most exciting part of the afternoon was 

when she finally revealed what were in her 

suitcases. These had been intriguing the pu-

pils all the way through so there was a flutter 

of excitement as she began to empty them.  

Out of them came genuine items from the 

time period in which she had set her novel. 

There were letters, toys, clothes and much 

more. Our inquisitive pupils asked lots of 

questions which Lucy said were an absolute 

pleasure to answer. 

At the end, Lucy signed and wrote personal 

messages on copies of her books for those 

who had purchased them. It was fantastic to 

see so many pupils interested in her book 

and eager to find out more about the little 

girl in the story.  

Lucy said, “This was my first school visit as an 

author and I hope that all the rest of the 

schools on the tour give me the same oppor-

tunities to meet such enthusiastic and avid 

readers.” 

Well done Year 7. What a fantastic way to 

begin the year. 

Reading for Pleasure. 

Year 7 and 8 

P A G E  1 0  
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Book Reviews 

Basic literacy is still the skill employers most often cite as being of 

concern when they are recruiting; 

Not reading well makes social mobility less likely; 

On average, adults with functional lite
racy (just below our definition of 

reading well at eleven) earn sixteen percent more than those without 

this level of lite
racy.’ 

 

The Star Wars Reading Challenge is an example of encouraging us as 

teenagers to read for fun. The National Literacy Trust recommends 

motivating teenagers to read by tapping into their interests and letting 

them choose what they want to read whether it be a book, fictional or 

factual story, newspaper, magazine or a comic. This is what the 

Accelerated Reader Programme at Hawthorn High School aims to 

encourage us to do. We all have a specific book colour suited to our 

reading ability so that reading is a pleasure and not a chore or not a 

challenge. 

Star Wars, being a great adventure story in itself, can inspire children 

and teens to read, and they can possibly find a new interest in reading to 

then continue this interest to a wider range of greater classic works of 

literature. 

A report by Farrah Earl. 

Star Wars Reading Challenge 

To encourage more pupils to read regularly, the school recently 

opened a reading competition for all of Key Stage 3 to enter.  

The competition has challenged pupils to read six books (of their 

choice) in six weeks, and to then write a report about each of 

them. Once all six of the book reports have been completed, the 

pupil’s name will th
en be entered to qualify a trip to the cinema 

to watch the newly released film, ‘Star Wars: The Last Jedi’. 

The school is taking the importance of reading very seriously. 

Children who read well do better at school, better in the 

workplace and are better placed to give their own children the 

best start in life. It g
ives children the best chance of a bright 

future; one in which they have the confidence, freedom and 

opportunities to reach their full potential. It h
as been said, 

‘Children first learn to read; then they read to learn.’  

In school, reading well allows us children to access the broader 

curriculum and to discover and develop our own particular 

interests and talents.  In a recent report, the Welsh Government 

stated: ‘The impact of a child not reading well by the time they 

leave  primary school can last a life time; they will be far less 

likely to have good literacy as adults, resulting in the risk of 

severely constraining their liv
es, as: 

Reviewed by: Leila Deren & Freya Arnold. 

Rating: **** 

‘The Red Ribbon’ is a fun, interesting and factual read.  

The book is based on WW1 where  a girl named Ella is 

taken away from her family and taken to Birchwood 

Concentration camp with thousands of other girls like 

her. She enters the world of Birchwood as a dress 

maker and tries to make new friends; but in Birchwood 

there are no friends! 

With just a handkerchief to hide her fro
m the sun, roll 

call is tough. But in a striped uniform, she sews the 

most beautiful dresses she’ll ever create. Marta treats 

Ella like a servant and slave with small rations of food 

and not much water to live on. Marta decides to test 

the girls’ limits and she holds a contest between Ella 

and Francine to create a dress; and whoever wins 

would be the new dress maker for all clients.     

Read more to unravel the magical ending of Ella’s story. 

I recommend this book for ages 11+ and older. The 

book is one of the most intriguing books I’ve ever read! 

Ruby Redfort – Pick your poison  

Review by Isobel Strong        
  Rating- **** 

A nail-biting story of a teenage girl re
cruited by Spectrum to become their ace 

code-cracker. She’s sassy, she’s smart and she’s trustworthy; isn’t she? 

There’s a mole in Spectrum, an agency so secret that even Ruby doesn’t know the 

way in-no one can trust Ruby. Who can she trust when no one trusts her?  

After a meeting with Agent Delaware Ruby feels she’s under suspicion. They don’t 

trust her and what she doesn’t understand is why? During her time in Spectrum 

she’s been face to face with more than a few psychopaths so why stop believing 

her now? 

Worse than that, someone’s plotting murder and if th
at’s not enough to give her 

sleepless nights then there is an escaped prison convict out to get her. 

With two dangerously unhinged murderers on the lose, Ruby takes up martial 

arts. As a result of that, Ruby takes on two “goons” to try and solve the taste 

twister mystery. 

There are different locations written on the back of the drinks bottles however, 

the problem is: can Ruby solve the mystery? She needs to work out the 

coordinates but can she do it before the time runs out? 

Her loyal Agent believes that she’s a danger to Spectrum and he wants her tailed. 

She doesn’t know who can help her with this mystery. It‘s
 time she cleared this 

up… 

The book has a tantalizing, dramatic finale: did LB, Ruby’s trusted boss, really kill 

Spectrums smartest code cracker, Bradley Baker? 

‘The Red Ribbon  

‘Pick Your Poison 

P A G E  1 1  

I S S U E  1 4   -  D E C E M B E R  2 0 1 7  



When Mrs Lock mentioned that there was an opportunity to see 

William Shakespeare’s play, King Lear, in the Globe Theatre itself on the 

26th September, all I felt was pure excitement. Seeing King Lear 

performed in the Globe Theatre, exactly how it was in the Tudor era, 

was something that I greatly anticipated. With my love of English and 

having never been to London, I couldn’t pass up a chance like this.  

Studying King Lear in class was (and still is) fairly challenging but it can’t 

be denied, it is a very interesting play to tackle. Eventful and tragic, 

there are many different characters and themes to analyse. Before 

watching the play, I found it fairly difficult to imagine it being acted out 

on stage due to how complicated Shakespearean English seemed. 

However, the play has aided me in being able to visualise what was 

going on, whilst I was reading it in class. What better way is there to 

study Shakespeare than to witness it just how the bard intended-on 

stage? 

In regards to the trip, it’s safe to say, that it was an amazing experience. 

The bus trip there was fairly uneventful -apart from the bus being far 

too hot! When we reached London, the excitement started to pick up 

more as the famous sights began appearing in front of us. Then, after a 

short walk, we arrived at the Globe Theatre. It was such a fantastic 

feeling standing outside a building that was such a significant part of 

Shakespeare’s life. We have so much history as a country and I am 

grateful of the experience to witness this part of it with my own eyes.  

As we arrived fairly early we had the chance to explore the gift-shop. 

Many people were endeared by the souvenirs, all relating to something 

Shakespeare. However, if you ever plan on visiting, make sure you bring 

lots of money. The items are not the cheapest! Our tickets weren’t 

cheap either but despite this, it was well worth the money.   

Stepping into the theatre itself was breath-taking. Being sat on the top 

balcony (like Shakespearean royalty) we could see everything, including 

a good view of the stage and the many people standing below, gaining 

an authentic Tudor experience. Luckily, even though the theatre is 

exposed to all weather, we were well sheltered and the weather stayed 

fairly warm so we managed to enjoy the play in comfort. The seats 

themselves weren’t very comfortable but you can hire a cushion or just 

sit on your coat! I enjoyed the authenticity so did neither. 

The play had a very surprising start. Some cast members were wearing 

modern clothing which came as a shock, considering the fact that King 

Lear is clearly not set in modern day. There was lots of shuffling of 

props as well which eventually led to the beginning of the tragedy. The 

first few scenes were very familiar to the Year 13 English class as we 

had already analysed them. It was extremely enjoyable comparing our 

interpretations of the play in text to the one being performed right in 

front of us.  

There was some humour throughout the play which many of us 

appreciated, even the Year 11 and 12 pupils who hadn’t yet 

studied it. Many scenes were very dramatic; drums, shouting and 

actors running off stage all added to the fantastic atmosphere. 

Even though it was all performed in Shakespearean English, it was 

easy to understand as the cast managed to successfully capture 

the personality of the characters that they were playing. King Lear 

himself was brilliantly portrayed along with his three daughters. It 

can’t be ignored how diverse the play was. Two characters, Kent 

and the Fool, who seem to be men in the original play, were 

amazingly and uniquely portrayed by women.  Additionally, the 

character Gloucester, along with his sons, Edgar and Edmund, 

cannot be ignored in terms of their performances which 

everybody loved. 

(THIS PARAGRAPH MAY CONTAIN SPOILERS!) In my opinion, the 

best part of the play was the storm scene in which King Lear 

increasingly loses his sanity. The loud drumming and the frantic 

actions of the cast effectively conveyed a sense of panic and 

urgency. Another scene that I personally found very powerful was 

the final scene where most characters, the most loved and 

despised, died. King Lear’s emotion as he loses his daughter 

Cordelia was particularly heartrending. Unfortunately, 

somebody’s phone rang during this scene which ever so slightly 

ruined the mood. Something a real audience of the time wouldn’t 

have had to put up with! Nevertheless, it was still an incredibly 

emotional scene that was very well performed.  

It was quite startling when the play ended. The entire cast came 

back on stage and began dancing as if nothing had ever happened 

which amused many of us.  It was altogether a very pleasant end 

to such a poignant play. It was so captivating that it took me 

aback when everything went quiet once more. As we were 

leaving, Candice managed to catch several members of the cast to 

take pictures with us which were then later posted on Twitter.  

On reflection, I can definitely say that it was one of the best 

experiences I have ever had. Seeing King Lear in the place where 

it would have originally been performed really was amazing and 

added to the experience. If you ever get the chance to see a play 

in Shakespeare’s Globe, just from seeing one performance there, I 

would say don’t pass it up! Everyone enjoyed themselves even if 

they didn’t know what King Lear was about.  

In class, it is now easier to picture the play, memorise quotes and 

understand Shakespeare’s intentions. I will certainly remember 

this incredible event and just want to thank Mrs Lock for giving us 

this remarkable opportunity! 

Katie Waits, Year 13  
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Mission to Mars 

Towards the end of the Summer Term of 2017, I was 

made aware of a STEM event that was planned for 

the 18th of October in Cardiff, just a 20 minute 

minibus journey for 10 excited Year 8 pupils.  The 

organisers wanted to promote STEM type 

opportunities to both boys and girls in Year 8 so I 

selected an even mix from our top set class. 

The promise from Cardiff University and The 

National Museum of Wales: 

“We look forward to welcoming you to our STEM 

training camp at National Museum Cardiff for the 

2017 Mission to Mars.  As new recruits, your 

students will take part in many different activities 

during the day covering a wide range of STEM 

subjects – all required to rebuild civilisation from 

scratch.  These activities will be delivered by real-life 

scientists, mathematicians and engineers.” 

All suited, an energetic bunch of Hawthorn High 

pupils, and one Maths teacher made their way to 

Cardiff for 9:15am.  On our arrival, we were 

immediately immersed into the role of real-life 

candidates preparing to plan, and maybe even go on 

this ‘Mission to Mars’!  The role play presentation 

performed by the team of actors was great and along 

with the video brief really got the pupils stuck right 

into the mindset of a day’s adventure of Maths, 

Science and Engineering. 

Following a debrief, we were split into teams. As 

team ‘Blue Destiny’, we moved around the different 

public venues of the Museum.  At each station, the 

candidates (pupils) were met by members of Cardiff 

University lecturers, researchers, under-graduates 

and staff who involved us with unique problems that 

would need to be solved in order to take a team to 

Mars and to sustain existence whilst there!  

Problems ranged from clean ways of producing 

electricity by splitting H20, using a catalyst and some 

upper body strength to pump the water between 

two tanks; researching from plans of the surface 

where to land which would be both safe and 

purposeful; programming and controlling a rover 

robot that would sense colours and respond with 

particular actions towards those colours when 

moving across them and considering design and 

practicalities of living environments with the issues 

surrounding convection and conduction in the much 

colder climates of the red planet.  

A particular (biased) favourite of mine was a 

mathematical problem of considering how to 

maximise space for growing crops – linking sizes 

and shapes between the different produce and the 

floor shape available to plant on.  Candidates had 

to calculate the amount needed through 

investigating patterns and connections between 

each food item rather than physically planting them 

there and then (which would have meant a far less 

well planned expedition before leaving Earth for 

Mars!).     

Here’s a pupil’s perspective of the day’s activities… 

 “STEM live was a day to remember-a day of 

discoveries and new adventures.  Following a brief 

meeting in one of Cardiff University’s (Cardiff 

National Museum’s) lecture halls, we were led to 

our first station by a kind guide helping to run the 

event.  Our day had begun!  It all went by in a blur. 

However, some of my favourite events were using a 

laptop to control Geoffrey the rover, exploring the 

surface of Mars in the sandbox and using Lego to 

work out how much food we could grow on Mars.  

The only question left to ask was… when were we 

leaving?” 

Libby Shaddick (Year 8 Hawthorn High School) 

 

An amazing event that I would urge you to find out 

about and take your pupils on in future years.  I’m 

aware that this is something like the 3rd year of 

Cardiff University running this event.  They have 

used different venues in the past – and even 

though I’ve not been before,  I would hope they 

consider using the National Museum again in the 

future.  The fact that the event allowed pupils to 

move around such a captivating venue (which I’m 

sure some had never visited but said they would be 

as a result of this trip) made for an even better day 

out for all! 

A very pleased teacher that will be hoping to take 

at least a class of 30 next year! (Pretty please?). 

Over and out, Mr Liam Donovan. 

Maths Teacher/Mission to Mars Candidate October 

2017 

Hawthorn High School 
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On Wednesday the 19th of July 2017, Hawthorn High School 
experienced a re-vamped and re-worked version of the school 
Eisteddfod. In anticipation of the event and in collaboration 
with the school council, the pupils collectively re-named the 
houses Dewi, Snowdon, Gelert and Taff.  A big Da iawn to our 
pupils for deciding on such fantastic names. Our houses now represent our Patron Saint, our highest peak, 
one of our most famous legendary tales, and of course the great river that runs through our campus.   
The venue for the special event was the newly built sports hall where the pupils all sat proudly in their 
houses in anticipation of an afternoon full of on stage events and results of competitions. Pupils were able to 
compete for their houses in some subjects leading up to the Eisteddfod, including competitions in art, 
French, Welsh, tech and many more!  
The Eisteddfod was officially opened with a brilliant performance of ‘Matilda’ by our younger pupils. This was 
followed by a lovely solo singing performance by Tabitha Owen, winner of our girls signing competition. 
Daniel Davies then raised the roof with his performance as the victor of the boys’ competition; we might 
have seen a tear in Mr Hicks’s eye at one point!  Lewis, Lauren, Jess, Megan and Rebecca gave us a poignant 
group recitation of Fern Hill by Dylan Thomas. All were greatly appreciated by the proud audience in front of 
them. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
After lunch, Mr Stephens and Mr Tomos had the privilege of conducting the first 
‘chairing of the bard’ ceremony to be held at HHS. This was made all the more 
authentic by using our fantastic Eisteddfod chair and a genuine ceremonial 
sword. Pupils had the opportunity to win a specially crafted wooden chair 
designed and created by our very talented Mr Woods by writing a piece of poetry 
during English lessons based on Cymru/Wales. We received some very impressive 
entries, however Libby Shaddick stole the show with an outstanding piece of 
poetry worthy of winning competitions nationwide-worldwide even!  
We have since received a formal letter from our First Minster commending Libby 
on her excellent poem, and congratulating the school on a great Eisteddfod.  
Before the winning house was crowned for 2017, we were all treated to a special 
staff ‘lip-sync’ battle competition. Both performances were superb, and the 
audience decided that the Bryant/Donovan performance of, ‘You’re the one that 
I want’ was this year’s winner!  

    Da iawn all! 
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 The day was a huge success due to the hard work and dedication of our staff and pupils and 

even though every house competed valiantly, Dewi emerged as our winners for 2017! Dewi 

house captains, Jamie and Lilly proudly collected our very own Eisteddfod shield, again made by 

our very talented Mr Woods. This has now been engraved with the winning house name for 

2017!  

To close the event, Hawthorn Primary school joined us and conducted a very special 

performance of ‘Ysbryd Y Nos’, ‘Calon Lan’ and many others. We were all blown away by their 

amazing voices and confidence to stand on the stage in front of so many people! Ardderchog!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Finally, the event came to a close with the entire hall upstanding for the National Anthem. What 

a way to end! We are all looking forward to building on this success in 2018.  

 

Da Iawn DEWI 
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YIvor Goodsite Hoarding Competition Runner-up for 2017! 
Year 11 and 13  created a masterpiece in the local community.  
What an amazing effort from Hawthorn High's budding artists! 

Gareth Evans (Year 7, pictured holding the ball) recently played his first fixtures for the Year 7 
rugby team. "I love getting out there with the boys and putting some hits in!" Gareth declared 
when asked why he enjoyed the game. Gareth explained: 
 
When I came to Hawthorn, I didn't think I'd ever be able to play rugby - I'd only ever played 
touch before in primary school. I always watch my sister train with Mr Campbell on a Monday, 
but a while back Sir asked if I wanted to play. I said I couldn't play because of my cerebral palsy 
but Sir said "Why should that stop you?"  
 
Gareth has played two matches now against other local schools. Mr Campbell said "Gareth's got 
his barriers but he's smashing them down - It's great to have him involved. He's got such a 
positive mind set and is really showing himself to be quite the role-model within the year group. 
He's certainly inspired me.” Da iawn, Gareth.  
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Hawthorn School Council 

Fortunately, some of the best pupils from 

Hawthorn are involved in the school council and are 

already working hard on new ideas and upcoming 

events, meeting almost weekly with their 

committee members. 

Over 100 pupils applied to be on the school council 

and there are just 50 positions available. Pupils 

were put through an interview process with Deputy 

Head girl, Casey Humphreys. She stated that “It was 

really hard to choose just half of the pupils that 

applied. Almost all of the pupils answered the 

questions with confidence and each one was 

unique. The pupils here at Hawthorn are extremely 

talented.” 

The group, iSolve are currently working towards 

creating a weekly Mathletes for Year 7 and 8 pupils 

in which they have the chance to compete with one 

another answering math questions to help improve 

their mathematical knowledge. iSolve member 

Alice Thomas, Year 11, says “We believe Mathletes 

will be a brilliant way for pupils to have fun and be 

part of a team”. The committee are still finalising 

some ideas and think Mathletes will be up and 

running before the end of Autumn Term.  

Similarly, iWonder are scheduling a Science fair for 

the last week of term. All pupils are welcome to 

take part in creating a science project that can be 

presented to a group of judges. iWonder are 

discussing a first, second and third prize for the best 

submitted project. The idea came from team 

member Eve Pascoe Williams and is being 

developed further by the whole committee, who all 

love the idea.  

Other committees are presently developing creative 

ideas and are working hard finding new ways that 

allow pupils to improve their skills and knowledge. 

iCommunicate are looking into creating weekly 

writing challenges for Key Stage 3 pupils and are 

coming up with possible challenges for the upper 

school students. 

Leadership members Oliver Hopkins (Year 10) and 

Kaitlyn Bury (Year 11) will be attending a Rhondda 

Cynon Taff County Youth Council meeting as 

representatives of Hawthorn High on the 6th 

December. Previously attended by Head Boy, Jarred 

Jones. At this meeting pupils will discuss sub-topics 

of mental health and anti-bullying. 

Working with English Teacher, Miss Godfrey, the 

school council are involved with the Rights 

Respecting Schools Award run by Unicef UK. The 

Award recognises a school’s achievement in putting 

the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the 

Child into practice within the school and beyond.   

Unicef works with schools in the UK to create safe 

and inspiring places to learn, where children are 

respected, their talents are nurtured and they are 

able to thrive. The Rights Respecting Schools Award 

embeds these values in daily school life and gives 

children the best chance to lead happy, healthy 

lives and to be responsible, active citizens. 

Finally, school council are encouraging HHS pupils 

to follow @HawthornLeaders on twitter for 

information on upcoming events that are being 

held by the different committees. Also, it gives 

pupils the opportunity to discuss any questions or 

queries they have, with 

a member of the 

leadership team. 

Kaitlyn Bury  
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Following the successful negotiations with the Central 

South Consortium, on behalf of its schools to deliver a 

high performing ITT programme, Hawthorn High School 

has been successful in becoming one of the two base 

schools to deliver a new Leadership Development 

Programme, more tightly focussed on three strands; 

teaching and learning, leadership and movement.  Each  

of these is critical to our mission to ensure that no child’s 

educational success is limited by their socio-economic 

background and so participants will experience content 

and be expected to make progress against outcomes in 

each of these strands.  Participants will complete a Post 

Graduate Diploma in Education, a two year qualification 

that carries 120 masters level credits.   

Teaching and Learning: This component of the LDP is 

delivered through our programme and our partnership 

Teach First, Bath Spa and Cardiff Metropolitan University. 

There are a number of specific skills we want to develop 

in our teachers, which are set out in the Qualified Teacher 

Status Standards Wales (QTS Standards, 2009; new 

standards imminent) and built-on in Teach First 

frameworks. The LDP focuses on improving and 

developing the key attributes of teaching and learning 

which research shows are critical to participant and 

therefore pupil success. 

Leadership: In order to achieve our vision of a day 

when no child’s educational success is limited by their 

socio-economic background, we need to develop a 

community of leaders able to impact positively on the 

vision. These leaders will have the knowledge, skills 

and abilities to drive change in all fields and turn the 

Teach First vision into a reality. Teach First defines 

leadership as: 

– Focused on securing a better future 

– Inspiring and enabling others 

– Situational 

Movement: The challenge of eradicating educational 

inequality is not easy, it needs multiple responses 

across society; a movement of people for change. This 

starts with an understanding of the scale and 

complexity of the problem Teach First is trying to 

address.  The LDP enables this understanding as it 

allows participants to see the problem up close and 

acts as a springboard to understanding the pathways 

that will lead to the greatest positive change.  In 

completing the LDP our participants acquire a deep 

understanding of the nature of educational inequality 

in their community. 

Post Graduate Diploma in Education and Leadership  
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Summer Institute marks the very start of the 

participants’ teaching career and aims to provide 

participants with the necessary skills and attributes to 

be successful in the classroom in September when they 

began at their placement schools. Participants made a 

very good first impression and we are proud of the 

standard of Learning and Teaching demonstrated thus 

far. 

The launch of Summer Institute was marked by a hugely 

successful evening,  hosted here at Hawthorn High.  

During the evening we heard from Professor Dan 

Davies, Cardiff Metropolitan University, Owen Evans, 

Director of Teach First Cymru, and Mr Jason Hicks our 

Headteacher here at Hawthorn High School. The theme 

for our opening ceremony was ‘Local Strength to 

Collective Action’ and we used the time to convey the 

following key messages to our Participants:  

 Teach First is a charity built on a commitment to 

our vision of ending educational inequality and 

we all share the belief that we can change 

education for the better  

“The coming weeks and months will not be easy and 

you will face challenges. But each of you were selected 

for the LDP because of your individual merits and we 

know that you have what it takes to complete the 

programme and make an impact” 

 You will have a greater impact if you work as part 

of a team – listening and learning from more 

experienced colleagues in your school and beyond  

 Education inequality is a very real problem in 

Wales. During the ceremony we will bring this to 

life with personal and human anecdotes  

 A snapshot of the strategy for addressing 

educational inequality in Wales  

 The Local Areas across England and Wales 

collectively form part of the Teach First 

movement. 

The Pupils at Hawthorn High School extended a very big 

welcome to our guests with Head Girl, Penny Walsh and 

Head Boy, Jarrad Jones compered the evening and our 

Lower School Pupils outstanding performance of Matilda. 

Matilda was expertly directed by one of our 6th Form 

Performing Arts students, Casey Humphreys  and assisted 

by other members of the Senior Team. Many commented 

that this was the highlight of the evening and in particular 

the performance of Jed Gurner as Mrs Trunchbull. 

Mrs Alison Lambert 

July 5th saw the launch of the Summer Institute. 
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T W E L F T H  N I G H T  

Hawthorn High School  

Leisure Facilities & Community Pool News 

To Hire any of the facilities at Hawthorn High School for Private or Community use,    

please contact the school via email to:   hawthorn.pool@hawthornhs.co.uk 

Home to the Pontypridd Panthers Basketball team and the Rhydyfelin Netball teams, 

demand for the Sports Hall continues to grow.  The addition of the Sports Hall now 

complements our existing sporting facilities, including Astroturf, 2 Rugby Fields, 

Football Pitch, Swimming Pool, Netball Court and 3 Tennis Courts providing Hawthorn 

High School with a complete array of sporting facilities unrivalled in RCT. 

Our Astroturf provides home ground facilities to numerous Hockey  League teams   

including all age divisions of the RCT Ladies teams. 

SPORTS HALL & ASTROTURF 

The Hawthorn High & Community Pool  offers more than  26 hours of 

Public Sessions every week, making the Pool accessible to the wider 

community.  Private Swimming lessons cater for children of all ages with 

more than 95% of the children coming from the communities of Hawthorn 

& Rhydyfelin. 

Our A STAR coffee bar, serves a selection of hot and cold beverages, with a 

range of light snacks and refreshments whenever the pool is open. 

Swimming Schedules are updated  on a monthly basis, please refer to the  

school website at www.hawthornhighschool.co.uk or by following          

Hawthorn Swimming Pool on social media. 

HAWTHORN ECO CLUB 

Hawthorn High ECO Club have planted over 100 trees around 

the school site during the autumn term.  The trees provided 

by the Woodland Trust, include  hawthorn, rowan, 

blackthorn, silver birch, hazel and common oak.   

Hawthorn High Community Pool and Leisure Facilities will be 

closed over the Christmas and New Year break, from Friday the 

22nd December 2017 until Monday 08th January 2018. 


