
 

Don’t miss out on info… 

@HawthornHighSch 

Morgan Cronin, 18, from Pontypridd, who is completing 
her A Levels at Hawthorn High School has won a place 
and a financial aid package to study at Yale University  
after participating in the Sutton Trust’s US Programme run 
in partnership with the US-UK Fulbright Commission.  
 

Last summer, Morgan was one of 150 students selected 
for a summer school in the US at either Yale University or 
the Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT). They 
competed with over 1,600 applicants to win a place on the programme and spent a 
week living on campus and visiting a number of other US universities.  
 

Morgan is an ambitious and enthusiastic student committed to academic excellence. 
She will be the first in her family to attend university and the first in her school to 
apply to US institutions. Morgan has a passion for community service and dedicates 
her weekends to working with local charities. Morgan is also active within her school 
community: she tutors both SEN English and GCSE Maths, and founded the Eco 
Club. Morgan was drawn to the US for the liberal arts education offered, and is 
eager to pursue undergraduate research and study abroad opportunities. Morgan 
hopes to major in either maths or physics, but is also excited to study a range of 
classes outside these disciplines.  

Check out the full report on the school website. 

Oliver explains how the letter came about… 
 

“Since 2008, I have regularly funded for a charity. From being sponsored to run, fun days 
and petitioning. I have always tried to spread the word of charities. One particular charity that 
is close to my heart is the National Autistic Society, they work hard to help children and 
adults with autism. Because of the work that I have done and the money I have raised, a 
form of recognition was sent to my mum to fill out and was sent to Buckingham Palace.  
 

I didn’t know that my mum had filled in the application form, so I was genuinely surprised 
when I received a letter from the palace.  
 

The letter was from Her Majesty’s Lady in Waiting. Mary Morrison and she says in the letter 
that the Queen wishes to thank me and has admiration for my efforts and is pleased to hear 
of my courage and determination.  
 

Receiving the letter made me 
feel overwhelmed and proud.  
 

I will still continue to help 
fundraise in any way that I can 
and will keep my letter to show 
my future children.”  
 

Oliver Hopkins 

A right royal approval at Hawthorn High School 
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“Our recent 

Success Awards 

Evening saw 

over 150 pupils 

being rewarded 

for their 

academic 

achievements, 

endeavour and 

attendance.”  

Morgan wins place at Yale in the US! 



Prize winners included; 

Celebrating Success Awards 2016 

At Hawthorn we pride ourselves on a 
highly effective reward system that 
acknowledges and celebrates the 
achievements and successes of all 
our pupils. Across the school – 
inside and outside the classroom – 
staff consistently practise a reward 
system that provides our pupils with 
opportunities to be recognised and 
praised for their academic 
achievements, progress, contributions 
to the school community, behaviour 
and attendance. We strongly believe 
that pupils should be regularly and 
fairly rewarded for their achievements, 
to not only celebrate pupils’ 
successes, but to also inspire and 
motivate young people to achieve 
their very best and become 
confident, independent learners.  
 
Over the last year we have worked 
hard to develop further our 
communication in respect of positive 
rewards and you may well have 
received postcards in the post. This 
vision, in turn, raises standards and 

improves behaviour and attendance. 
Our recent Success Awards Evening 
saw over 150 pupils being rewarded 
for their academic achievements, 
endeavour and attendance. Owen 
Smith Labour Party politician who 
has been the 
Member of 
Parliament (MP) 
for Pontypridd 
since 2010 opened 
the evening and 
took great pleasure 
in presenting these 
awards to our 
learners. 

Outstanding Overall Endeavour:  

Fathia Helall 

 

Mrs V Thompson Award for Drama: 

Calista Davies  

 

David Lloyd Book Prize: 
Megan Stead 

 

Colonel Brayley Award for Service 
and Mrs A Railton Memorial Prize:  
Bethan Lisles 

Pupils of the Year: 

Year 7: Daniel Davies 

Year 8: Alysha Bishop 

Year 9: William Hughes 

Year 10: Harry Robbins 

Yr 12: Morgan Cronin and 

Bethan Lisles  

 

Outstanding Award for 

Endeavour: 

Year 7: Shay Downes 

Year 8: Thomas Lee 

Year 9: Jack Fletcher 

Year 10: Erin Sheldon 

Academic Excellence 

GCSE: 

Katie Waits, Clara 

Jenkins, Atiah Akhtar 

and Ben Lam.  

 

Outstanding Sporting 

Achievement: 

Rebecca Lewis and 

Marni Ray.  

 

Outstanding Academic 

Achievement:  

Nathaniel Strong 

Kayleigh Sugar Award for 

Head Boy and Head Girl: 

Megan Stead  and Saleem 
Domun 
 

Young Musician of the 

Year Awards: 

Daniel Davies, Nathan 

Scott,  Ellie Jones and 

Sophie Jones. 

 

Community Award: 

Billie Jean Benjamin and 

Cailey Kerswell 
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Key dates for your diary… 

9th Feb 
YR9 Core Subjects Parents Eve  
 

w/c 13th Feb 
Year 10 PPE Exams 
 

16th Feb 
6th Form Open Eve for Yr 11  
 

w/c 27th Feb 
Year 9 PPE Exams 
 

3rd Mar 
Welsh/French Paris Trip 
 

w/c 6th Mar 
Eng/Maths Curve Exams 
 

15th Mar 
Year 7 Dental Check 
 

16th Mar 
Year 9 Options Evening  
 

21st Mar 
Year 7-13 Photographs 
 

23rd Mar 
Year 7 Parents Eve 
 

w/c 27th Mar 
English PPEs for Yrs 9, 10 & 11 

30th Mar 
Year 8 Parents Eve 
 

4th & 6th Apr 
Year 9 FSM Project @USW 
 

6th Apr 
Year 10 Parents Eve 
 

27th Apr 
Year 10 FSM Project @USW 
 

28th Apr 
Year 7-9 LNF Test Reasoning 
 

2nd May 
Year 7-9 LNF Test Numeracy 
 

3rd May 
Year 7-9 LNF Test Reading 
 

4th & 5th May 
Years 7 & 8 Internal Exams  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Labour_Party_(UK)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Member_of_Parliament_(United_Kingdom)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Member_of_Parliament_(United_Kingdom)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pontypridd_(UK_Parliament_constituency)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_Kingdom_general_election,_2010


Year 9 More Able and Talented Conference  
December 6th 2016 

On December 6th 2016  
Hawthorn High School pupils 
in Year 9 joined with 16 
other Secondary Schools in 
RCT to attend a  ‘More able 

and Talented 
Conference’ at the 
University of South 
Wales Campus in 
Pontypridd. The aim 
of the conference 
was to challenge 
and raise 
expectations of 
pupils by providing 
them with 

opportunities and experiences 
in a University setting. The 
event was supported by 
Techniquest, National 
Museum of Wales, Swansea 

University, Stephen Parry Jones 
‘SEREN HUB’, along with a 
dedicated team of teaching staff 
form Hawthorn High School, 
Porth County and Ferndale 
Comprehensive Schools who 
provided a range of very 
innovative and challenging 
workshops. Pupils also benefitted 
from a Keynote speech from 
Jason Buckley ‘The Philosophy 
Man’, who gave a very inspiring 
talk about his own journey to 
Cambridge University and 
delivered further philosophical 
workshops throughout the day.  

one or more areas. At 
Hawthorn High School, 
these more able and 
talented pupils include those 
who are more able across 
the curriculum and may be 
capable of achieving above 
the expected level in the 
end-of-key-stage teacher 
assessments and higher 
grades in GCSE. They also 
include pupils who show 
ability or are particularly 
talented in one or more 
specific areas, such as 
music, drama, art or sport. 

 

Esther Thomas Director of 
Education for RCT 
supported the conference 
and said: 

“Raising the aspirations for 
our young people in RCT is 
of paramount importance.  
Conferences like this play a 
pivotal role in allowing our 
young people to explore 
their potential”. 

The term ‘more able and 
talented’ refers to about 
20% of pupils who require 
enriched and extended 
opportunities to develop 
their abilities or talents in 

“Conferences like 

this play a 

pivotal role in 

allowing our 

young people to 

explore their 

potential” 

Esther Thomas, 

Director of 

Education for RCT. 
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More National Sporting Success at HHS 
 

Cailey Kerswell in Year 8 and Sadie Faulkner in Year 7 have both 
been  selected for the RCT Netball Development Hub. This is the 
first step in  the Welsh development pathway. Well done both.  
 

 

Hawthorn 6th Form team  

back with a bang! 
Hawthorn High fielded a Senior team for the first time in 

years. They played their first game of the year against a 

skilful Bishop of Llandaff 2nd team, emerging victorious with 

a score line of 30-10. They have further fixtures against 

Aberdare CS and Bryn Celynonnog in the run up to 

Christmas. Good luck boys!! 

RUGBY AT HAWTHORN: 
WELSH RUGBY UNION HUB SCHOOL 

Hawthorn rugby boys make their Dewar 

Shield debuts! 
Dylan Morgan and Liam Frazer (pictured) both made 

their Pontypridd Schools District debuts in an 

impressive but hard fought win over Bridgend 

Schools at Sardis Road. Hawthorn’s third squad 

member, Jake Owen, will be making his debut against 

Pembroke.  

Morganne scores try on her Blues 

debut! 
Hawthorn Academy player Morganne Tuchli-Davies made her debut 

for Cardiff Blues U18s on a cold night at Sardis Road against a very 

physical Winscombe. At only 15 years of age, Morganne impressed 

throughout the game with her speed, evasive running, and 

powerful ball carrying. She was rewarded midway through the first 

half when fending off two would-be tacklers to score in the corner.  

Powered by 

the Local 

Community! 
Hawthorn RFC is proud to 

model a brand new 

playing kit for future 

seasons thanks to the 

support of local 

businesses that recognise 

the value of successful 

and impactful sports 

provision. Our students 

really look the part!  
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On the 28th of November 2016; I attended a meeting of the RCT County 
Borough Council Children and Young People Scrutiny Committee to give 
feedback on the impact of the Seren Network on the first cohort to pass 
through the RCT Hub. Last year I was invited to join the Hub with other 
members of the now upper sixth, Morgan Cronin, Saleem Domun and Nathan 
Hoare. It was a fantastic experience for us all and has helped me significantly 
to make informed decisions on my post A-Level education. I am sure it will be 
equally as enjoyable for this year’s intake of year twelves. 

At the meeting, I met up with three students from Treorchy Comprehensive 
School who were also members of my Hub intake. The four of us; Max Rees 
and Hannah Evans (MAT Student Council Members at Treorchy Comp’ in 
Year 12), Jess Berry and myself had all met before at one or other time and 
have all had the pleasure of also being members of the Oxbridge/MAT 

Group for RCT. Stephen Parry-Jones (the Hub Co-ordinator) gave his feedback on the 
report into the success of the Hub and answered some questions before Max and Jess gave a short talk on the impact 

the Hub has had for them. While myself and Hannah were asked to field questions from the committee and other interested 
parties later in the proceedings. I felt myself nodding along with the others as they explained some of the activities they had 
completed as part of the medicine stream run by the Hub. One included asking them to take a playing card at random and then 
using them as a means of selection for interview style questions where they had to explain all they knew on one topic in roughly 
a minute seemed to chime well with my own experience of being used as a guinea pig in pre-testing some research activities for 
Yr 11 being run by one of the tutors’ post-graduate students. This was one of the most hilarious things possible as whilst being 
incredibly educational and of great value in my own university application I found this was so different to what any of us Physics 
lot were used to that we struggled to work out how to get each of the tasks done without getting side-tracked by the enormity of 
the nebulas and stars we were looking at.  

Another thing that struck me was how they mentioned that the Hub helps us to be not only the well-rounded people we are with 
interests outside our academics but also helps to provide extra help in giving a non-academic link up to your career area. For 
instance, Jess said that she had gained work experience opportunities in medicine through the Hub which she couldn’t or 
wouldn’t have otherwise gone for. Similarly, I also felt the ability to seek out experience at a global telecoms firm as I had the 
confidence to sell myself on the merits of my academic study and external interests. A week’s work experience at that firm was 
daunting as although I was with a different team to the other sixth former’s there you could clearly see the difference in 
background as the Londoners were dressed in business suits whereas I went with the Welsh girl’s go to of jeans and a smart top.  

If you are thinking that this sort of experience and our academic background makes us four all spoffy with no other interests 
outside studying you’d probably be right except I know that Max and Hannah are very dedicated people with similar duties in 
school to mine as they are respectively acting head boy and deputy head girl and Jess is also a talented musician, playing 
trombone in the Four Counties Orchestra and Brass Band. This sort of dedication to extra-curricular activities was raised at the 
meeting and sited as one of the reasons for sometimes low attendance at Hub sessions but it also goes to show that it makes 
people even more suited to the Hub, as those who return when they can will be those who gain the most. One of the questions 
that I answered focused on the direct impact of the Hub on people’s choices in university applications and although I may have 
been slightly flustered I feel my answer gave clarity to the questioner and other members of the committee. Through Hub 
activities, additional courses and lectures (especially one given by Prof. Bleddyn Jones), I developed an interest in Medical Physics 
and this changed my outlook on goals for university study from purely academic theoretical physics to an area of the subject 
where I could make an impact on society. When people now ask me the question what is it good for I can answer.  As 
such I don’t feel guilty any longer because I did not apply to the University of Oxford as I had 
always intended as I feel at this moment no matter where I go to university I will have fulfilled the 
Hub’s aim and ended up somewhere that was right for me and gave me the best opportunities 
for the future, having had every possible bit of encouragement.  

Overall, the most important thing I think came out of the report was that there needs to be 
support for those in Key Stage 3 who are choosing their GCSEs to give them an idea of where 
their potential qualifications might take them and to give them help in making the best possible 
decisions. It was also raised that additional sessions would be put on to provide these younger 
pupils with an idea about university style education as very few have any experience of 
university during their A/AS Level study let alone before it. However, it must be noted that 
while GCSEs are an immensely important factor in the decision making of a growing number of 
universities we need to make sure we are not limiting those pupils by making them narrow 
their areas of study too early or in limiting their ability to choose, albeit with the best of 
intentions. 

At the point of writing this article I have received five out of five offers to study my chosen course(s) at university and though I do 
not yet know whether I will be studying in London, Leicester, Nottingham or Cardiff, I do know I will be happy and I will do well. 
That is due not only to the support provided by the RCT Hub of the Seren Network but also by those within the school who work  
tirelessly to support members of the Sixth Form and the MAT students.  

Reach for the stars… by Bethan Lisles 
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Spotlight on 9 CS ... 

Natalia 

I really enjoy self defence as it has 
improved my self confidence and skills. 
I have been awarded my yellow belt 
and am currently working on my green 
belt. 

Nathaniel  

I really like science as I 
enjoy learning about how 
the world around us works, I 
also like taking part in 
different experiments as 
they are fun and exciting 
and I like finding out new things. 

Leah  

This is me and my instructor David 
Thorington, he welcomed me to 
Scorpions Kickboxing on October 14th 
2014. Sir has helped me become the 
confident fighter I am today. He cares for 
all of his students, including me. He has 
helped me win 2 world championships, 
Grand slam championships and a lot 
more. Moving to Scorpions martial arts 
was the best decision I have ever made. 

Aryan  

I like to learn history 
because I love learning 
about what has happened 
in the past and how it has 
impacted on how the world 
is today. My favourite thing 

about history is WW2 because it is 
interesting. 

Rachel  

I’m going to talk about my 
hobby, swimming. I have been 
doing swimming since the age of 
4. When I was old enough I 
started a life saving class named 
Rookies; which teaches you life 
saving techniques in and out of 
the water. I am now a qualified 
rookie and I am now waiting  to 
start my Bronze Medallion. I 

have always 
loved being in 
the water and I 
would very 
much like to 
become a 
lifeguard when 
I am older. 

Eve  
English is one of my favourite subjects, I 
am really passionate about English and 
always give 100% (as I do in all 
subjects). I always strive to achieve the 
best levels possible, and by putting in 
the hard work and effort it ALWAYS pays 
off. I will continue to try my best and it 

may be a test of my endurance as it gets harder, but I 
will reach my goal. 

I really enjoy self defence as 

it has improved my self 

confidence and skills. I have 

been awarded my yellow 

belt and am currently 

working on my green belt.

Natalia – the self defence specialist… Nathaniel– the scientist…

I really like science as 

I enjoy learning about 

how the world around 

us works, I also like 

taking part in different 

experiments as they 

are fun and exciting 

and I like finding out 

new things.

This is me and my instructor David 

Thorington, he welcomed me to 

Scorpions Kickboxing on October 14th

2014. Sir has helped me become the 

confident fighter I am today. He cares 

for all of his students, including me. He 

has helped me win 2 world 

championships, Grand slam 

championships and a lot more. Moving 

to Scorpions martial arts was the best 

decision I have ever made.

Leah– the kickboxer…

Aryan – the Historian…

I like to learn history 

because I love learning 

about what has happened 

in the past and how it has 

impacted on how the 

world is today. My 

favourite thing about 

history is WW2 because it 

is interesting.

Rachel;– the swimmer…

I have been swimming since the age of 4. 

When I was old enough I started a life saving 

class named Rookies; which teaches you life 

saving techniques in and out of the water. I 

am now a qualified rookie and I am now 

waiting  to start my Bronze Medallion. I have 

always loved being in the water and I would 

very much like to become a lifeguard when I 

am older.

Eve– the scholar…

English is one of my favourite 

subjects, I am really 

passionate about English and 

always give 100% (as I do in 

all subjects). I always strive to 

achieve the best levels 

possible, and by putting in the 

hard work and effort it 

ALWAYS pays off. I will 

continue to try my best and it 

may be a test of my 

endurance as it gets harder, 

but I will reach my goals!Luke – the contortionist…
I first learnt I was 

flexible when I started 

Tae-Kwondo whilst at 

primary school, we had 

to stretch our legs up 

as far as we could. It’s 

now my party trick, 

and everyone asks me 

to do it!

Max– the army Cadet…

I joined army cadets back in 

August this year, and I 

haven’t looked back. We do 

a variety of activities and 

I’m looking forward to my 

weapons handling test next 

week – so I can protect my 

class mates in 9CS!

Nathan– the tenor hornist…

I play tenor horn for 

RCT brass band and 

Cory Academy. I have 

played the tenor horn for 

7 years and im doing my 

music  grade 4 now.

Chad – the gymnast…
I go to star gymnastics club 

locally, and have been 

attending for 3 years. I 

really enjoy it because it’s 

fun, keeps me fit, and gets 

me out of the house!

Morgan – the DJ…

I DJ during 5th lesson every 

Thursday. We learn how to 

mix music, it’s great fun! I’d 

love to follow this as a 

career.
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Hawthorn High School  

Leisure Facilities & Community Pool News 

To Hire any of the facilities at Hawthorn High School for Private or Community use,    

please contact the school via email to:   hawthorn.pool@hawthornhs.co.uk 

The Hawthorn High & Community Pool  continues to delight swimmers.  The 

winter term saw all Pupils completing swimming lessons as part of their PE 

Curriculum.  Our new Spring Term schedule incorporates 26 hours of Public 

Sessions every week, making the Pool more accessible to the wider 

community.  Private Swimming lessons continue to cater for children of all 

ages with more than 95% of the children coming from the communities of 

both Hawthorn & Rhydyfelin.   Swimming Schedules will be updated on a 

monthly basis, please refer to the  school website at 

www.hawthornhighschool.co.uk or by following the Hawthorn Swimming Pool 

on social media. 

With the roof and walls already completed, work on the flooring and external areas 

continues at pace on the Hawthorn High School Sports Hall. The project jointly funded by 

the Welsh Government and the RCT Council will have the facilities to host four    

Badminton courts, Basketball, Netball and Indoor Football.  The Sports Hall will be 

available to hire, outside of school times. 

The welcome addition of the Sports Hall will complement our existing sporting          

facilities, including Astroturf, 2 Rugby Fields, Football Pitch, Swimming Pool, Netball Court 

and 3 Tennis Courts providing Hawthorn High School with a complete array of sporting 

facilities unrivalled in RCT. 

NEW SPORTS HALL 

SWIM TEN & 

SWIM TWENTY            

MEMBERSHIP   

PACKAGES NOW 

AVAILABLE 

AQUA AEROBICS 
Starting from Wednesday 4th 

January 2017 at 11.30am 

 

 

 

For details of Aqua 

Aerobics, Gym   

Membership Options 

and Swim Ten or 

Swim Twenty 

Options, please 

enquire at the Pool 

Reception Desk. 
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Oliver was an outstanding success... 
 
We were so thrilled to present this year’s musical 

production of Oliver. Work behind the scenes began 

earlier this year, with auditions held 

during July and the rehearsal 

schedule has been relentless ever 

since, with the shorter than usual 

time frame.  

 

We have so many talented pupils at Hawthorn 

that we have once again double cast the show. 

In fact there were over one hundred pupils in 

the cast and crew of this production, 

accounting for more than 10% of the 

school’s population! Of course we 

couldn’t possibly run such a large 

production without a great deal of help.  

We would like to publicly thank the 

Governors, Head Teacher, Senior 

Management Team and PTA for their 

ongoing support. Many thanks to all 

the staff who have agreed to give up 

their time during the rehearsal period 

as well as during the shows 

themselves, we are so grateful and 

couldn’t do it without you.  

 

A big thank you to the 

families of the pupils, 

who provide unstinting 

support in creating 

costumes, helping at 

rehearsals and acting as 

an unpaid taxi service for 

your children to get back 

and fore to rehearsals 

and shows.  

 

Our biggest thank you is reserved for the pupils of Hawthorn who made up the cast and 

crew for this year’s production. You have been a pleasure to work with and are amazing! 

You have shown tremendous resilience memorising all your lines, songs and choreography, 

incredible staying power for dedicating so much of your time to preparations for the show 

and extreme confidence for getting up on stage and performing so brilliantly every night.  
 

We hope that you enjoyed watching Oliver as much as we have enjoyed producing it.  
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Visit from Only Boys Aloud 
 

On Friday 30th September, pupils 

from Hawthorn School took part in a 

workshop with representatives from 

Only Boys Aloud and Only Men Aloud. 

Over 75 more able and talented boys 

from KS3 and KS4 were fortunate 

enough to be involved in this 

incredible opportunity.  

Only Boys Aloud are a large vocal group comprising of over 10 

separate choirs featuring nearly 200 all male singers between the 

ages of 13-19 from South Wales. They achieved 3rd position in 

2012’s ‘Britain’s got Talent’ show, following on from Only Men 

Aloud’s earlier success in the ‘Last Choir Standing’ TV show.  

The afternoon workshop was led by Tim Rhys Evans MBE, the 

musical director of OMA and David Fortey one of the OMA 

tenors and mentors of OBA. The workshop was entirely practical 

with fun warm-ups, rhythmic exercises, chants and songs. 

 

Well done to all the pupils who took part in an enjoyable and 

memorable afternoon, hopefully some were inspired enough to 

join their local Only Boys Aloud choir at either Caerphilly or 

Aberdare. 

 

A Different Take             
Pupils in Year 10 and Year 7 who are part of the 
“A Different Take” project did a fantastic job in 
presenting an overview of their project to 
Governors, the Senior Leadership Team, 
Literacy Wales, First Campus, The Happi Project, 
Tin Shed Theatre Company and the consortium. 
They all did a fantastic job in explaining the 
value of this exciting project.  
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Shakespeare School Fest by Caitlyn Best, Year 10 

On Monday 21st November, we enjoyed another 

performance from Hawthorn High, when they appeared in 

the Shakespeare’s school festival. The key stage three pupils, 

implemented one of Shakespeare’s finest, romantic, comedy 

plays.. The Twelfth Night! Based in Pontypridd Muni, along 

with many other schools, HHS put on a 30-minute version of 

the show, however those 30 minutes were outstandingly 

marvellous and 

hilariously funny. 

The Twelfth Night was believed to have been written, by 

William Shakespeare, around 1601–02 as a Twelfth Night's 

entertainment for the close of the Christmas season. Set in the 

mythical land of Illyria (Illyria is a real place, corresponding to 

the coast of present-day Albania—but Twelfth Night is clearly 

set in a fictional kingdom rather than a real one).  

If you haven’t seen it, the Twelfth Night is all about a young girl, Viola 

who has been shipwrecked in a violent storm off the coast of Illyria; 

in the process, she has lost her twin brother, Sebastian. She disguises 

herself as a boy and assumes the name Cesario for protection. Thus, 

disguised, Viola becomes a page in the service of Orsino, the Duke. 

As imagined, Hawthorn pupils did an amazing job of re-enacting the 

play. Main leader Olivia was played by one of the many talented Key 

stage three pupils that participated in the show. Rachel Harry, Year 9, 

who has taken part in other school performances. such as, Oliver, 

Wizard of Oz and the HHS Disney show.  Rachel has always had it in her heart for acting and delivered an 

amazing amount of skill in her performance. 

After dedicating many after school and lunchtime rehearsals the 

group of performers finally, at the last minute, pulled off a 

spectacular show for the audience’s enjoyment. Congratulations, 

to all the pupils that took part in the 2016 Shakespeare School 

Festival, so many of you are amazing performers and we hope to 

see you on the big stage one day! 

Also a huge well done to all staff members that brought together 

all the astonishing Shakespeare plays, in a fantastic way.  

Hawthorn does Shakespeare and this is 

what the pupils thought... 
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‘thee’ and threw out the 

punchlines like acting 

warriors. 

It was clear from the start of 

the rehearsal process that this 

was to be an exciting project 

for us at Hawthorn.  Our     

talented students took to the 

demands of the style well and 

were away in no time with 

their slap-stick blocking. 

Language was no issue as 

they embraced the ‘thou’ and 

Ms Chapman, our student    

Director Bethan Hurndall 

and Miss Phillipart went to 

support some of our 

friends who were also  

taking part in the festival.   

We went to support Coleg 

Y Cymoed with their 

‘Titus Andronicus’, Porth 

County with ‘Macbeth’ and 

Mountain Ash            

Comprehensive School 

with their witty            

interpretation of ‘The 

Tempest’.  It was at the 

Parc and Dare which is a 

beautiful Theatre to be in. 

Past pupil Josh Wide was 

also taking part 

in the thrilling 

‘Titus’ and was 

exceptional. 

Da Iawn Josh! 

‘Some are born great, some 

achieve greatness…’ 

HAWTHORN DOES SHAKESPEARE! 

Our Visit to the Parc and Dare! 

Twelfth Night 
S E C O N D  I N S T A L L M E N T  T H E  J O U R N E Y  S O  F A R !  

M I S S E D  O U R  

F I R S T  E D I T I O N ?  

H E R E  I S  A  

Q U I C K  O V E R -

V I E W !  

 Over 1000 schools took 

part in this year’s Shake-

speare Schools Festival 

 Hawthorn High performed    

Shakespeare’s ‘Twelfth 

Night’ at The Muni Art 

Centre 

 Students from key stage 3 

took part in fantastic 

performance. 

 Our feeder Primary 

schools took part and 

some came to work with 

us. 
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“Excellent! Why 

this is the best 

fooling!” Sir 

Andrew Aguecheek 

Back Stage Shenanigans 

Speaking of Tech—Check out our crew! 

Cast Workshop @ The Muni! 
Half way through our 

rehearsal process we 

visited the Muni Arts 

Centre so that we 

could see the stage 

space and get tips from 

our actors who would 

be working with us on 

performance night.  

We met one of our 

primary feeder schools 

who were also to    

perform in the  festival 

and both casts taught 

each other their plays. 

Heol Y Celyn’s        

interpretation of 

‘Hamlet’ looked     

creative and true of 

the sinister themes in 

the play. 

Both casts took part in 

drama activities and 

showed each other 

aspects of their        

rehearsals so far. 

 Elisha Bengough— Design 

This is Elisha’s first design 

role and took to it like a 

duck to water. Elisha is our 

unsung hero of how our 

cast was dressed. 

Bethan Hurndall—Student 

Director 

Bethan is our 

year 13 

student who is 

just “nuts” 

about the 

bard!  She has 

been a valuable 

asset to the 

company. We 

would be lost without her. 

                                                                                                

 

Ryan Forward—

Lighting            

Designer 

Ryan is our 

veteran lighting        

designer who  never fails to put a 

smile on our faces while lighting 

them beautifully. 

Phillipart the smartly 

dressed cast (yes we 

really did have official t

-shirts!) prepared their 

dressing room.  

 

In a record time, we 

were able to complete 

an entire tech run in 

half an hour thanks to 

the casts excellent 

stage discipline. SSF 

said it was “the fastest 

time we have ever 

seen.!”  

Performance day was a 

very busy day! 

At 8.30 a.m. our cast 

and crew were on our 

way to the Muni for 

our technical run and 

dress rehearsal.   

Armed with costumes, 

props and puppets   

taller than Miss      

T W E L F T H  N I G H T  

“Is there something 

on my face?” 
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Interview with our Student Director—Bethan Hurndall 

T H E  J O U R N E Y  S O  F A R !  

Q1 How has the role of 

student director helped 

you? 

 

“Being a student director 

for the festival has shown 

me that I have the ability 

to lead and help pupils of 

all different ages while 

ensuring they have a good   

experience.  This has made 

me want to go on to help 

more young children enjoy 

great literature like 

Shakespeare and possibly go on to teach.” 

 

Q2 What did you like about taking 

part in the Shakespeare Schools 

Festival? 

“I liked being able to see the improvement 

in confidence and enjoyment that all the 

pupils went through together. Also seeing 

the pay off of the final performance and 

how happy the pupils were to perform.” 

Q3 Are there any funny moments 

that you will always remember? 

“All of the pupils brought funny moments 

to the rehearsals but the scene between 

Sir Andrew and Sir Toby were hilarious. 

Also Malvolio’s yellow stockings appearing 

on stage.” 

Q4 How did you feel when the cast 

were on stage? 

“I felt immensely proud as I knew what the 

pupils had gone through to get there and 

how much they worked to put on a great 

show.” 

Q5 Has the experience changes your 

thoughts on things? 

“Yes, I have realised how enjoyable 

younger pupils found Shakespeare and that 

it is not just for older pupils and adults.  It 

should be taught to all ages.” 

 

moments that you will always 

remember? 

“Yes, I will always remember the part 

when Sir Andrew meets Maria 

because he is confused by her name 

which makes it hilarious!”  

Q4 How did you feel when you 

were on stage? 

On stage, I felt excited but numb. I 

didn’t want to move on stage but I did. 

Q1 What was your role and 

what did you do? 

“My role was a guard and he is a 

scaredy cat!” 

Q2 What did you like about 

taking part in the Shakespeare 

Schools Festival? 

“I liked working with others.” 

Q3 Are there any funny 

Q5 Has the experience 

changes your thoughts on 

things? 

Yes, my experience changed the 

way I think about acting. I 

thought it was serious but it can 

sometimes be silly. 

remember? 

“My favourite funny moment was 

when Jamie and Max crept onstage 

while we played the Pink Panther 

theme tune.” 

Q4 How did you feel when you 

were on stage? 

“When I was on stage I was excited 

and nervous.” 

Q1 What was your role and 

what did you do? 

I played Maria in the play. 

Q2 What did you like about 

taking part in the Shakespeare 

Schools Festival? 

“I loved making new friends and 

getting to know people better” 

Q3 Are there any funny 

moments that you will always 

Interview with Abby Watts 
Q5 Has the 

experience 

changes your 

thoughts on 

things? 

“This          

experience has 

helped me speak 

in front of big 

crowds and made 

me more 

confident.” 

 

Interview with Carl Good  
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Outstanding 

support for 

our pupils to 

access both 

the best jobs 

and the best 

University 

places. 

Hawthorn High 

School pupils take 

part in the Seren Hub. 

Support for our 6th form pupils  

Support for academic pupils 
Three of our MAAT 

pupils in the Sixth 

Form have been 

accepted into the RCT 

SEREN network for 

this year. Katie Waits, 

Clara Jenkins and 

Atiah Akhtar have all 

attended the sessions 

so far.       

                                              

The programme will 

give the learners the 

opportunity to access 

help and support 

enabling them to 

apply to the UK’s top 

Universities whilst 

giving them the 

chance to experience 

lectures and seminars 

in their chosen 

subject areas. The 

SEREN network also 

provides the chance 

for the learners to 

visit Oxford University 

and have access to 

the Sutton Trust 

Programme that 

supports applications 

to US Universities.  

12 schools and over 400 

competitors taking part. 

The feedback from the 

parents, teachers and 

the Development 

Officers from RCT was 

exceptionally 

Once again the Sixth 

Form (LEVEL 3 BTEC 

SPORT)  were asked by 

RCT and Welsh Athletics 

to plan and run the Taff 

Ely round of the Primary 

Schools Cross Country. 

The sixth form took care of every element of the 

planning and running of the event, from the risk 

assessments to the setting up of the course with  

complementary.  

The BTEC Sport pupils showed 

their excellent organisation and 

leadership skills and look 

forward to organising similar 

events in the future.  

wide range of business and 

career opportunities for 

those looking for 

alternative routes for a 

career. So far the extended 

curriculum has included 

visits from:  

The RAF, Cardiff University, 

PWC, Cardiff Metropolitan 

University & Hanson. 

These events have run 

alongside access to local 

events, groups and 

employers. These include 

Renishaw Engineering, 

British Gas, Skills 

Cymru, Global 

Conference, Access to 

the SEREN network & 

Access to Oxbridge 

Interview practice.  

 

THE EXTENDED 

CURRICULUM.  

The sixth form at 

Hawthorn High School is 

committed to ensuring the 

learners are aware of all of 

the opportunities available 

to them upon leaving 

school. The school 

provides specialist support 

for those applying to 

university as well as a 

HHS pupils organise cross country for RCT and Welsh Athletics 
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alongside access to local 

events, groups and 

employers. These include 

Renishaw Engineering, 

British Gas, Skills 

Cymru, Global 

Conference, Access to 

the SEREN network & 

Access to Oxbridge 

Interview practice.  

 

Celebrating Success in the Music 

Department 

At the recent Celebrating 

Success Evening the Music 

Department was very proud to 

present 12 pupils from years 8 – 

11 with awards for their musical 

endeavours and talents. The 

following pupils were given 

awards for all round excellence 

in music having achieved 

outstanding levels academically 

as well as displaying great 

performing ability: George 

Beese, Jordan Good, Alice 

Thomas and Caitlyn Best. Four 

awards were also made to pupils 

who have gone above and 

beyond in their support of extra-

curricular musical activities in 

the school and have displayed 

particular effort and endeavour 

in all that they do within the 

subject. These awards were 

given to Mark Gains, Tom Lee, 

Heidi Nicholas and Megan 

Johnson. 

 

Four very special awards were 

also presented to those pupils 

deemed to be the ‘Young 

Musician’ of their year group. 

Although there is a tremendous 

amount of musical talent within 

the school the choices for this 

award were quite clear this year, 

and they were won by Daniel 

Davies, Nathan Scott, Ellie Jones 

and Sophie Jones. 

commended and she has taken 

on significant roles in the 

school productions, playing 

the part of Glinda in the 

Wizard of Oz and Bet in Oliver. 

She also regularly performs as 

a soloist at school events such 

as Open Evenings, Celebration 

Evenings and the Christmas 

Carol Service. In case there is 

still any doubt about the 

extent of Sophie’s talents she 

also represents her country in 

the National Youth Training 

Choir of Wales.  

 

In addition to the music 

awards that were presented, 

the music department were 

pleased to provide musical 

Ellie has been having singing 

lessons with our vocal 

specialist, Ms Morris-Parry 

since starting at Hawthorn 

High School in Year 7. During 

this time it has been our 

pleasure to witness her 

development as a singer and 

also as a confident performer. 

Ellie has really begun to enjoy 

taking to the stage for events 

such as the Carol Service, both 

as part of an ensemble and 

more recently as a soloist too.  

 

Sophie is a very special young 

lady with a beautiful singing 

voice. Her dedication to extra-

curricular activities is to be 

entertainment throughout the evening. Fabulous solo 

performances of songs from the world of musical 

theatre were given by Sophie Jones (Year 11) who 

sang I dreamed a dream, Kaitlyn Bury (Year 10) who 

performed Whistle down the wind and Mark Gains 

(Year 8) who sang Electricity. Calista Davies and 

Annabel Sheppeard (Year 12) then performed the 

beautiful classical duet of 

Panis Angelicus, before the 

musical contributions were 

concluded by Khadija 

Davies (Year 12) who gave 

a spine tingling 

performance of Someone 

like you from the show 

Jekyll and Hyde. It was a 

fantastic evening and 

sincere congratulations are 

thoroughly deserved by all 

of the performers and prize 

the summer term during 

auditions for the school 

production of Oliver, that 

Daniel was cast as the lead.  

 

Nathan has been playing the 

tenor horn for a number of 

years, and has made 

tremendous progress 

throughout Year 8 and into 

Year 9. He is a founder member of the Hawthorn 

Cory Academy and he plays a leading role within 

this ensemble, often coaching and encouraging 

younger and less experienced players. Nathan 

gives freely of his time and has performed a solo 

in the Eisteddfod as well as featuring with his 

tenor horn in both the Wizard of Oz and Oliver. 

Nathan has also been a member of the ‘show 

band’, something which is usually the domain of 

adults, for the Disney Showcase in July.  

Daniel is an extremely 

talented young pupil. He is a 

superb vocalist and took on 

significant roles in the musical 

life of the school during Year 7; 

these included performing 

solos in the Carol Service, 

Eisteddfod (which he won!) 

and the Disney Showcase. It 

was no surprise at the end of 

At the recent 

Celebrating 

Success Evening 

the Music 

Department 

was very proud 

to present 12 

pupils from 

years 8 – 11 

with awards for 

their musical 

endeavours and 

talents.  
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What the pupils had to say 

about their experience:  

“It was amazing my confidence 

has sky rocketed, next 

time I will DJ 

live” (Brandon Briggs) 

“I had the best time 

ever” (Isan Davies) 

“Really good experience, so 

happy you chose us to do it!” 

“I had a fun time every 

Thursday and a great time on 

the decks” (Marly Richards) 

“A lifetime experience 

that I will never forget” 

(Billy Lewis) 

 

Over the last term a group of Year 9 boys 

have been taking part in the DJ group on a 

Thursday afternoon to not only learn a new 

skill but to also help raise their self esteem 

and self confidence.  

As a result of their ongoing engagement 

they were invited to attend Radio Cardiff 

(98.7FM), on Thursday 8th December to 

perform live from 11am until 12.45pm.  

The boys worked alongside Martin Harding 

(AKA DJ Dibble) to present the show. Martin 

is a resident DJ at the station on Monday 

evenings and he had the following to say 

about the boys:  

“I am so proud of all the boys, they did over 

and above what was expected of them and 

their confidence has grown so much 

especially when they are together as a 

group, I would like to give a special shout 

out to Billy for doing his live rapping section 

and to Alex who didn’t want to say anything 

but actually spoke live on the radio 3 times. 

Well done boys I am proud of you all!”  
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Look out for our upcoming 

Growth Mindset display, where 

we describe what we achieved last 

year and what we want to 

achieve this year. 

This year, Year 8 have 

some new wonderful 

additions to the 

teacher form staff.  

 

THE TEAM 

Our Future looks Bright!  We had better wear 

Shades!!! 

Even Miss Phillipart 

stopped for a photo. 

V O L U M E  1 ,  

I S S U E  1  

YEAR 8 

R A N D O M  F A C T S  

C A N  Y O U  G U E S S  

W H O  I  A M .  

  I have a black and 

white horse named 

Pye. 

 I once played the  

Violin. 

 I love to sing on all 

occasions. 

 I love wearing 50s 

style fashion. 

 Taught at Cambridge 

University while 

wearing a tracksuit. 

 

“They always make you smile”  

Leah Beese 

“They make me laugh, they help us 

get a good education.  They help 

you when you need it the most.” 

Megan Edwards 

“They always want us to do our best”  

Vennilah Parthipan 

“ They inspire you to 

do your best. Kaitlin 

Rose-Drewe 

“They are positive” Lily-Mae Shearan 
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Y E A R  8  

EID-UL-ADHA: 

of Ramadan, Muslims 

celebrate Eid-Ul-Fitr as a gift 

from Allah.  Eid-Ul-Fitr is 

announced by the moon 

sighting for the next       

Islamic month which is called 

shawaal. The celebration 

continues for 3 days. On the 

first day of Eid in the morning 

Muslims go to the mosque to 

do their Eid prayers and then 

all the family and friends 

gather round for dinner 

parties and also exchange a lot 

of presents.   

EID-UL-FITR  

Every year Muslims have to 

observe a month fasting and 

that month is called Islamic 

month of Ramadan. Every day 

the fasting starts from sunrise 

to sunset. Fasting is very hard 

to do, so at the end of 30 days 

EID: THE CELEBRATION OF ISLAM 

All over the world, Muslims celebrate two Eid every 

year. One is called Eid-Ul-Fitr and Eid-Ul-Adah. 

“Eid Mubarak” 

All over the world Muslims celebrate their second Eid which is Eid-Ul-Adah in 

the Islamic month of zillhajj.  In the early days of Makkah there was a prophet of 

Allah called Abraham who had a son whose name was Ismail. Like any other 

parent he loved his son very much but one day Allah asked Abraham to 

sacrifice the most precious thing in His name. In the prophet Abrahams eyes, 

his son was the most precious thing in life. So he took his son to a mountain 

and explained the order from Allah to him. As his son was prophet as well, he 

answered his father ‘you must obey Allah’s order’. He asked 

his son to lie down on the mountain as he took out his knife. 

As he is about to slaughter his son, suddenly by the order of 

Allah an angel brought a sheep and put it under Abraham’s 

knife and removed Ismail. When Abraham opened his eyes 

he saw that he slaughtered a sheep and Ismail was standing 

beside him smiling. As Abrahams act was so selfless, Allah 

ordered all the Muslims of the world to carry this selfless act 

in Abraham’s footsteps and slaughter sheep every year.   

Abrahams act was so important that Allah decided to join 

this with Hajj which is a yearly pilgrimage to Makkah and Muslims try to go at least once in their lifetime. That is why 

we celebrate Eid-Ul-Adah a day after Hajj. 
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ATTENDANCE 

Year 8 forms are competing 

against each other for the 

top attendance award.   

The forms with the best 

attendance at the end of 

each month will receive a 

special break time treat.   

PUPIL OF THE MONTH 

for the most POSITIVE 

ATTITUDE 

As well as our positive points 

system where our top 

achievers are celebrated, we 

will be having a PUPIL OF 

THE MONTH and PUPIL OF 

THE FORM competition.   

Year 8 Form Challenges. 

Then for the University 

Challenge they had to create 

a reaction that lasted as 

close to a minute, by     

altering the concentration of 

the agents in the        

experiment. 

The pupils won the Salters 

challenge.  

Teachers from the schools 

also benefited from     

learning more about how 

schools can gain from the 

work of the Salters’         

Institute and the Royal 

Society of Chemistry. 

They really enjoyed working 

in the University Lab and 

learnt to use different 

equipment and new 

techniques. They did find it 

very challenging but 

enjoyable!  

Miss Stewart our Science 

teacher said, “I was very 

proud of their win. They 

worked excellently as a 

team, kept their bench tidy 

and arrived at the correct 

result by making detailed 

observations.” 

The event is part of the 

nationwide Salters Festival of 

Chemistry. The team of four 

students were given 

two tests – the 

‘Salters Challenge’, a 

competitive, practical 

activity and the 

‘University Challenge’ 

set by the host 

University. The 

school was one of 

fifteen taking part from 

across the South Wales area. 

The Salter’s Challenge 

involved the students using 

chemistry to solve a     

murder 

mystery.  

“The headmaster was so impressed, 

he sent them a Headmaster Positive 

Praise card!” 

Awesome Science! 

Here they are 

coming up with a 

hypothesis! 

Attendance Challenge 
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Geirfa 

Ysgol - School 

Gwyliau - Holidays 

Chwaraeon - Sport 

Hydref - Autumn 

Hufen iâ - Ice-cream 

Rhedeg - running 

Criced - Cricket 

Dawnsio - Dancing 

Cornel—Corner 

Vocabulary 

Cymraeg - Welsh 

Adolygu - Revision 

Gweithio - Working 

Rhifedd - Numeracy 

Pwnc - Subject 

Cerddoriaeth - Music 

HobÏau - Hobbies 

Tîm - Team 

Bwyta - Eating 

Dewch i gwrdd ag aelod newydd yr adran, a phennaeth newydd yr Adran  Gymraeg,  

Mr Stephens.  Get to know our latest member of staff and new Head of Welsh, Mr Stephens.  

Mae blwyddyn 7 wedi bod yn adolygu 

ac yn paratoi ar gyfer astudio’r them 

‘Ysgol’. 

Year 7 have been doing some revision 

of previous learning and preparing to 

study the topic ‘School’. 

Dyma blwyddyn 7 yn datblygu 

sgiliau gweithio fel tîm, rhifedd a 

Cymraeg. 

Here’s Year 7 developing their 

numeracy, team work and Welsh.  

Blwyddyn 8 yn gweithio yn erbyn y 

cloc. 

Year 8 working against the clock, 

Bydd blwyddyn 8 yn astudio’r them 

‘Gwyliau’ y tymor yma. 

Year 8 will be studying the topic 

‘Holidays’ this term. 

Mae blwyddyn 9 a 10 wedi bod yn brysur 

yn paratoi ar gyfer uned cyntaf y cwrs 

TGAU.  

Year 9 and 10 have been busy preparing  

for the first unit of their GCSE course.  
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Geirfa                               Vocabulary 

Eira—snow   Rhagfyr—December 

Nadolig—Christmas  Rhew—Frost 

Sion Corn—Father Christmas Tinsel—Tinsel 

Dyn Eira—Snowman  Teulu—Family 

Y Flwyddyn newydd—the new year  

Hwyl—Fun   Twrci—Turkey    

Cinio  Nadolig—Christmas Dinner Sbrowts—Sprouts  

Coeden Nadolig—Christmas Tree  

Pwdin Nadolig—Christmas Pudding 

Anrhegion—presents   

Dilynwch yr adran Gymraeg ar trydar am fanylion diweddara am deithiau, 
gwaith y disgyblion, gwaith cartref a diweddariadau cwricwlwm.  

Follow the Welsh department on twitter for all the latest information about trips, pupils 
work, homework and all the latest curriculum updates. 

Mr Stephens and Mr Tomos met with 
our local URDD representative 
‘Gwyndaf’ who is excited about creating 
a youth forum in school to arrange 
school /charity events through the 
medium of Welsh. More to come soon! 

Mr Tomos has been busy planning a Year 8 trip to Disneyland Paris in March for the ‘Welsh Festival’. Disney help 

us celebrate everything Welsh with a Welsh shopping village, and Welsh character parade in the main park. Keep 

an eye on our Twitter account for plenty of updates (details below)!.  

We are also delighted to announce a year 7 & 8 visit to the Urdd Residential Centre in Llangrannog, West Wales . 

The trip will take place in May  and will be a fantastic opportunity for pupils to take part in a variety of activities 

including horse riding, swimming, go-karting, quad-biking and many, many more! The trip will focus on the use of 

the Welsh language, and pupils will experience a level of immersion as all Llangrannog staff are first language 

Welsh. Edrych ymlaen ! Looking forward! 
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“This was the 

part that was 

truly beautiful 

and made me 

smile.; made 

everyone feel 

welcome; made 

everyone feel 

loved and made 

everyone feel 

part of a 

community”. 

Our Carol concert  by Kaitlyn Bury, Yr 10 
On the 8th December at 7pm 

Hawthorn High School pupils 

put on another performance. 

However, this one was all 

about the people and the 

spirit of Christmas. Joy, tears, 

laughter and smiles were 

shared around St. Luke’s 

Church on the frosty Thursday 

night. The entire service 

consisted of readings, 

traditional Christmas carols, 

an overwhelming orchestra 

and two performances 

from Hawthorn Choir, 

alongside duets, solos, 

sixth form group 

performances and a Key 

Stage 3 and 4 group 

performance. 

The service was willingly 

put together by music 

teacher Mrs Fitzgerald-

Lombard, music and drama 

teacher Mrs O’Carroll and 

Religious Education teacher 

Miss Lewis. Also, with the help of other 

staff members, such as Miss Burn and 

Miss Phillipart who participated in the 

orchestra, Mrs Davies also helped 

again this year by producing 

programmes and organising video 

footage of the whole performance. 

Thank you again for all the help and 

effort all the teachers had put in to 

help bring the service together. It was 

a true honour to be a part of bringing 

joy and happiness to others around 

Christmas time. 

Stage 4 group performance 

of “Christmas Morn”. 

The pupils in the Christmas 

Morn vocal group, were all 

GCSE pupils, Including 

myself. Along with, Ellie 

Jones, Sophie Jones, Cairon 

Smallman, Jack Fletcher, 

Megan Johnson and Hannah 

May Matthews. All of the 

vocal groups performed 

beautifully. Key stage 3 

One of the soloists was 

Khadija Davies (year 12), 

she sang a song called 

Christmas Lullaby. almost 

bringing tears to every 

person in the room with 

her sweet and sable voice 

that enlightened everyone 

with Christmas spirit. The 

other two soloists are GCSE 

pupils from year 11 who 

also took part in the Key 

accompanied by Emily Austin 

performed “So Many Stars”. 

Equally, as brilliant the sixth 

form vocal group performed 

the jolly, Christmassy song 

“Frosty The Snowman”. 

After weeks of preparation, 

and hard work from staff and 

pupils the Carol Service was a 

success and it was a perfect 

way to end for the Christmas 

holidays. Merry Christmas and 

a Happy New Year! 

the rest of the song. And 

this was the part that was 

truly beautiful and made me 

smile. Made everyone feel 

welcome. Made everyone 

feel loved. Made everyone 

feel part of a community. 

The two duets that were 

sung were sung by amazing 

and heart-warming sixth 

form pupils. Firstly, Calista 

Davies and Annabel Sheppeard, 

year 12, stunningly sung a song 

called “Panis Angelicus”, meaning 

“Heavenly Bread” The two girls 

have been singing together since 

they started at Hawthorn and this 

song shows off how much talent 

these two have to offer. The 

second duet was sung 

astonishingly by Emily Austin and 

Natasha Jose, year 13. Their 

outstanding voices were perfect, 

welsh song “Seren Nadolig”. 

The service began with a 

bidding prayer from Father 

Michael Gable, who thoroughly 

enjoys the carol service each 

year and supports each and 

every pupil who takes part.  

We began with one of the six 

congregation hymns, which the 

first verse of each was sung by 

a member of the choir, 

everyone would then join in for 

To get a  

different  

perspective 

on our annual 

carol  service  

we asked 

Kaitlyn Bury 

in Year 10 to 

share her 

thoughts and 

feelings about 

this important 

communi-

ty event.  
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Carol Concert 

On the evening of Thursday 8th December, 

over 60 pupils from Hawthorn High School 

took part in the Annual Carol Service at St. 

Luke's Church in Rhydyfelin. 

The concert began with an introduction from 

Father Michael Gable, before Calista Davies 

and Annabel Sheppeard presented the 

beautiful vocal duet of Panis Angelicus. The 

School Choir then sang Away in a Manger in harmony as well as performing Let it 

Snow, Let it Snow, Let it Snow towards the end of the service. The orchestra 

played with their usual enthusiasm whilst accompanying the congregational carols and 

featured students from all year groups in addition to some members of staff. 

Other features of this year’s Carol Service were a variety of ensembles including a 

Key Stage 3 vocal ensemble who sung So Many Stars, the Key Stage 4 ensemble 

performed On Christmas Morn and a Year 13 vocal duet of the Welsh carol Seren 

Nadolig was wonderfully performed by Emily Austin and Natasha José.  

One of the most popular ensemble performances of the evening however, was given 

by the Sixth Form Ensemble who sang Frosty the Snowman. Fifteen pupils also took 

their turn in reading passages from the Bible, outlining the Christmas story. 

The quality and confidence of the soloists allowed the congregation to fully 

appreciate the wealth of musical talent within the school; the soloists included 

Daniel Davies, Kaitlyn Bury, Cairon Smallman, Evie Thorngate and Jed Gurner who 

led the community carols with Sophie Jones, Khadija Davies and Megan Johnson also 

singing the beautiful solo songs of 

Scarlet Ribbons, Christmas Lullaby 

and the ever popular Have yourself a 

Merry little Christmas. 

The Annual Carol Service was as 

usual, very well attended by parents, 

staff, governors and members of the 

community. We are looking forward to 

next year’s already!  
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Each half term there will be a focus on 

one of the times tables.  It is    really 

important    pupils 

can be     fluent in           

recalling their 

times tables. 

Focus after 

Christmas =   6 

times table.  

“Learning them 

parrot fashion is 

the best way!” Says Mr. Donovan 

These 30 second challenges can be found in most 

of the newspapers. 

You need to try and complete one of the lines 

within 30s WITHOUT a calculator.  Good luck! 

8, 63, 1.25 

Key Dates:  Yr 12/13 resit results 12th January 

  Yr 11 results 19th January 

The school is always looking at ways to make our learners as 

independent as possible.  One way of doing this is by 

ensuring pupils have detailed information about their results 

assessments.  We call this sheet of question by question 

information a PLC (or personalised learning checklist).  Look 

out for your son/daughters PLCs coming home to you before 

Christmas.  Here’s an example.. Added to this is the PIXL 

MATHS APP 

Your son/daughter 

needs to get the login 

details from their 

Maths teacher. 

In this app go to the 

GAP ANALYSIS section 

and they can look at 

their results that will 

be coded Red, Amber 

or Green depending on how well they answered the 

question.  They can select any question’s FF button (which is 

short of Feedback which is basically where the pupils will 

find extra practise questions with solutions) to try a similar 

question to test if they have improved that skill.  

Also found within the app are THERAPY videos and 

powerpoints that can help them along with other resources 

like MyMaths the pupils should already be regularly using.   
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