
Pupils at Hawthorn High 

School achieved record 

breaking GCSE results this 

year with over 96%  of pupils 

achieving  5 or more A* - C 

grades making these the best 

set of GCSE results in the 

school’s history!! 

62% of students achieved at 

least 5 GCSE’s A*-C grade 

including English and 

Mathematics . This is a 

massive 21% increase over the last two 

years and makes our results 

significantly above the Welsh 

national average.   

For the third year in a row, GCSE 

results in both English and Maths were 

the highest they have ever been at the 

school and much higher than the 

averages in Wales. 

A staggering 68% of the year group achieved a C grade or better in 

English and 64% in Mathematics. 

Headteacher Mr Jason Hicks said “I am delighted by the success 

at GCSE and the results are a credit to all the hard work 

of staff and students alike.  These are the best GCSE 

results ever at Hawthorn High School in a whole range of 

subjects including English and Maths and we are immensely 

proud of the young people who have achieved them. The 

school continues to move from strength to strength in its 

efforts to provide health, happiness and success for all 

the young people in its care.”  

 

Don’t miss out on info… 

@HawthornHighSch 
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At Hawthorn we believe that moving up to High School is really 

important . To help the transition process go as smoothly as possible, we 

run a series of activities to ensure everyone from our feeder primary 

schools feel welcome and comfortable when they start secondary 

school.  Last year we welcomed even more young people than ever 

before to take part in our Transition events - and we certainly had fun!  

Consider yourself part of our 

family... 

 

Year 5 get digital! 

18th—21st 

October @ 

7pm 

School Show  

Oliver  

10th 

November 

Year 7 First Impressions 

Parents Evening 

2nd & 4th 

November  

Maths Numeracy GCSE 

8th & 10th 

November  

Maths GCSE  

15th 

November  

PHS Yr 12/13 Parents 

Evening 

17th 

November  

Celebrating Success 

Evening 

21st &  22nd 

November 

Shakespeare in Schools 

Festival @ The Muni 

w/c 21ST  

November  

Year 11 PPE exams 

w/c 28th  

November  

Year 13 PPE exams 

5th December  Inset Training day –

school closed to pupils 

8th December  Carol Concert 

16th  

December 

Last day of Autumn 

Term 

Monday 2nd 

January 

Spring Term begins 

w/c January 

2nd 

GCSE English Oral Exams 

begin  

w/c 9th  

January  

Year 12 PPE exams 

w/c January 

30th  

Year 11 PPE exams 

9th February  Year 9 Parents Evening 

w/c 13th 

February  

Year 10 PPE exams  

Key dates for your diary... 

Pupils in Year 5 have been busy using their IT skills to create a digital 

Transition Toolkit. This amazing resource will be available for parents to 

download later this term and contains helpful advice and information 

about starting High School. Great job Year 5. 

 

Cluster Primary Transition  trip to Llangrannog. 

Year 6 pupils from across our primary cluster joined us at the end of the 

summer term for our team building trip to Llangrannog. The pupils had 

an amazing time and  made some great new friends along the way.  All of 

this helps to make the transition from primary to secondary school as 

smooth as possible. Well done Year 6! 
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The Transition Disco 

 

 

On Friday 1st July we invited pupils in Years 5 and 6 from our 

feeder primary  to dance the night away at our Transition disco.  

Healthy body, healthy mind... 
To support of our ambition for all our pupils to lead healthy, happy and 

successful lives we ran a series of Healthy Body, Healthy Mind workshops for 

Year 6 pupils . Pupils had the chance to learn about the dangers of energy 

drinks, to make smoothies and to get physical through an exciting  

orienteering  course around  the school. They also got to try some free 

running in the gym.  

We worked in partnership with Full Circle Education to run sessions on 

positive relationships and self esteem.  

 

Working with our feeder primary schools to  raise standards.  

We had a busy end to the summer term with staff from Hawthorn 

High School working with our primary colleagues to review the 

standards of work from our learners 

across our cluster. This process helps  

to ensure that teachers in Year 6 and 

Year 7 have a n excellent understanding of the work pupils do in 

primary and how we can build on this in Year 7.  
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The HHS & Community Pool  returned with a Splash 
over the Summer Holidays with almost 2,000 

swimmers enjoying the facilities on offer.  Swimming 

lessons catered for children of all ages with more than 

95% of the children coming from the wider 

communities of both Hawthorn & Rhydyfelin.  

With the start of the new school term, a new 

swimming schedule was launched and this can be 

found on the school website at 

www.hawthornhighschool.co.uk or by following the 

Hawthorn Swimming Pool on social media.  The 

swimming schedule will be updated on a monthly 

basis, as we work with our partner Swim Clubs and the 

Community. 

Headteacher Mr Jason Hicks with 

Councillor Ann Crimmings of RCT 

Council and Chair-of-Governors Mrs 

Helen Cook at the opening of the new 

Hawthorn High School & Community 

Pool. 

Hawthorn High School & Community Pool 

H A W T H O R N  H I G H L I G H T S  
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Hawthorn High School & Community Pool 

Our professional Life Guarding team have all 

completed the National Pool Lifeguard 

Qualification offered by the Royal Life Saving 

Society.  With five of the Lifeguards being 

Hawthorn High A Level students 

 
From left to right, 
Laura Outing, Marc Crandon, Ryan Harris, Sam 
Watson and Annabel Sheppeard. 

BRAND NEW SPORTS HALL 
Construction has already commenced on the Hawthorn High School Sports Hall with 

completion scheduled for February 2017.  The project jointly funded by the Welsh 

Assembly and RCT Council will have the facilities to host four badminton courts, a full size 

basketball court, netball, indoor football and juniors football.  The Sports Hall will be 

available to hire when not in use by Hawthorn High School. 

The welcome addition of the Sports Hall will complement our astroturf, 2 rugby fields, 

football pitch, swimming pool, netball court and 3 tennis courts providing Hawthorn High 

School with a complete array of sporting facilities for both pupil and community use. 

Wizards Aqua Academy are thrilled to be hosting lessons at the newly refurbished Hawthorn High School Pool 

where the staff are welcoming and friendly.  We are there on Fridays from 4 -7pm where our highly qualified, enthusiastic 

swimming teachers deliver motivating, magical sessions to all ages and abilities. On Sundays we take mothers and babies 

from 1 year old as well as lessons to girls and ladies only from 3-4pm. Lessons have a maximum of 6 in the class at a cost 

of £6 a lesson. One to One lesson are also available at £15 a lesson.  For simply spellbinding lessons contact Irene on 

07967925613 or swimdoctor1@gmail.com   

To Hire any of the facilities at Hawthorn High School for Private or Community use please 

contact the school via email to pool@hawthornhs.co.uk 
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GCSE Geography students enjoyed an exciting  opportunity to take the 

theory out of the classroom with Mrs Worth. The pupils visited Penarth 

to carry out essential fieldwork for their individual investigation work.  

Fieldwork is a really important element of the GCSE course, with their 

projects counting towards their final grades next summer.  

Pupils measured pebble size and recorded shapes to help them  prove a  

hypothesis related to wave 

strength and power. 

After a hard day’s 

work they found 

time to enjoy a well 

deserved ice-cream.   

Great work Year 10.  

The Art Department took their sixth 

form pupils to the Museum in Cardiff 

to help them understand about the 

history of Art and to see artworks by 

artists such as Monet, Renoir and 

Rodin. Mr Cox was our tour guide and he discussed techniques which had been 

taught in class but now were brought to life in the galleries. We looked at art 

from the Renaissance period with landscapes, portraits and still life, Pre-

Raphaelite, Impressionism and Modernism. We also got the chance to see the 

Quentin Blake exhibition to coincide with the Roal Dahl celebrations. The pupils 

enjoyed the experience and took photos and bought postcards to display in their 

investigation sketchbooks.   

For some pupils this was their first time visiting the gallery and I 

am sure that they will be returning soon to spend more time 

exploring the rest of the galleries and exhibitions.  

Tegan Komduur especially liked the Augustus John paintings and 

Shauna King was impressed with the Monet painting of a cathedral 

which close up looked like dabs and lines but from a distance 

looked impressive and detailed. Thank you to all the pupils for 

their enthusiasm and to Mr Cox for his knowledge and 

commentary. 

Geographers head to the beach 
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Welcome Year 7! 
What a fantastic start Year 7 have made to high school this 

term.  Your attendance is excellent, you’re looking 

impeccable in your new uniform, and you’re in the lead 

with the most achievement points in the whole school!  You’ve all settled into your 

form groups and classes and have been busy making new friends from all our feeder 

Primaries.  

Here’s some of the things you’ve been up to… 

 

 

 

Achievement Points 

1st place — 7PD (1,186) 

2nd place —7CC (1,041) 

3rd place — 7GH (855) 

4th place — 7LD (853) 

Attendance 

1st place — LD (98.7%) 

2nd place — GH (98.6%) 

3rd place — CC (97.7%) 

4th place — PD (96.7%) 

“We’ve been discussing  

whether football is a religion in 

Humanities.” Ieuan Cronin 7GH. 

“This week in English, we’ve 

been writing our own Survival 

Guides.” Ellie Rees 7LD. 

“We’ve been smoothie making in 

Technology. They tasted 

delicious!” Harvey Roderick 7PD. 

“We’ve been using our Speaking and listening 

skills in English to find out more about our 

new classmates.” Lucy Vaughan 7GH. 

“In Welsh, we’ve been 

writing and recording a script 

to introduce ourselves to the 

class.” Kaitlyn Barnes 7CC. 
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Our First Day.  

By Libby Shaddick and Lucy 

Vaughan, 7GH. 

On our first day in Year 7, we were both nervous and excited, but 

more than anything, we were ready for the busy day ahead! We 

were welcomed by other excited Year 7 pupils all chattering over 

the top of one another. After that, we were told to go into the 

Theatre for our assembly. 

During the assembly, Miss Jones (our Head of Year) told us 

how our uniform should be presented and how we were 

expected to behave now that we’re in secondary school. 

We were also told how this next step would be a very 

important part of our lives. 

After assembly, we spent the morning in our form classes. 

We’re both in 7GH with Mr Hopkins, who we already knew 

from the Transition Maths lessons in Primary, so it was 

really nice to see a familiar face. 

We managed to get a form photo and register our bio-metric 

finger system for food, then we could see our timetables for the 

year and had to make our way to our first ever lesson in high 

school...eek! It went really well; we had Maths with Miss Burn. 

The whole day flew before our eyes. Before we knew it, the final 

buzzer went at 2:50pm for the end of our first day. We rushed out 

of class to face the final challenge of the day...finding our bus to 

get home! The teachers on bus duty were really 

helpful though and we eventually found the right bus.  

We were absolutely exhausted after the first day, but 

ready for the rest of the week and excited for the year 

ahead. 

 

H A W T H O R N  H I G H L I G H T S  
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A different Take             
We were delighted to be able to take just over 
twenty Year 7 pupils to the University of South 
Wales to take part in a film making project. The 
pupil worked with professional film company to 
make their own films. A huge thanks to  
First Campus for helping us run this 
project. 

 

On Thursday the 15th September, Year 7’s Hawthorn High team played in their very first rugby 

tournament.  Our mixed boys and girls team did us proud in Aberdare, where they played several 

different matches against other local schools. 

Jacob Reybold (Centre) said, “It didn’t go brilliantly; we didn’t win any of our games, but we all had great 

team spirit. Even though we didn’t score a try, we 

haven’t played many games together as a team, so we 

can’t be too disappointed!”  

Luke Biggs (Winger) points out that there were some 

highlights though: “Rio David (Scrum half) put in some 

crunching tackles, Ioan James (Full back) was also 

tackling well and Jason 

Tsang (Winger) was like 

lightning on the wing!”    

 

 
We’ve got every confidence that our Year 7 team will go from 

strength to strength this year, and continue Hawthorn High’s 

undeniable team spirit. Well done all! 
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Year 7’s Team Spirit  



 

 
Spotlight on Year 7 

 

We asked some of our new Year 7 pupils to 

share with us what they think of HHS so far - 

and this is what they said... 

Congratulations to Cole who 

has successfully achieved his 

Entry 3 LAMDA Certificate - 

well done Cole! 

Name: Leia  

Primary 

School: 

Coed Y Lan 

“My favourite lessons 

are English, Science and 

Humanities.” 

Name: Ellie 

Primary 

School: 

Ffynnon Taf 

“ You should come here 

because there are nice 

teachers and you will 

make new friends. I love 

HHS. ”  
Name: 

Candice 

Primary 

School: 

Llwyn Crwn 

“You will make a lot of 

nice friends. ” 

Name: Jacob 

Primary 

School: 

Hawthorn 

Primary 

“I think the best thing in 

HHS is all the cool 

classrooms and all the 

great opportunities to 

do things in and out of 

school.” 

Year 7’s Roald Dahl Reading Challenge 

 This term, Year 7 have the opportunity to visit the Wales Millennium Centre in Cardiff Bay to 

explore the ‘Wondercrump World of Roald Dahl’ and celebrate his 100th birthday.  Pupils can 

embark on a magical and interactive journey and learn about Roald Dahl's extraordinary life 

and the surprising inspirations for his most famous characters and stories.  

To win their ‘Golden ticket’ for the exhibition, pupils will have to read 6 books in 6 weeks from 

our range of books in the Learning Resource Centre (LRC) and write their very own review on 

each book.  What’s more, the Form class with the highest number of books read by Roald Dahl 

himself will win a Roald Dahl themed birthday party to celebrate our inspirational Welsh 

author!  

You will also receive a raffle ticket each time you visit the LRC with a chance to win a brand 

new collection of Roald Dahl books. 

So are you up for the challenge Year 7?... Get your first Book Review form from Miss Jones or 

Miss Godfrey to begin the challenge.  

Happy reading!  

P A G E  1 0  
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7CC  How long do you get to keep the same form teacher?  

Mrs O’C You will keep your form teacher for the whole of the academic year. 

Some form groups keep the same form teacher into another academic 

year, but this is something that is reviewed annually.  

7CC  Why do we need to wear a blazer?  

Mrs O’C We are very proud of the way that we look at Hawthorn High School and wearing a blazer makes 

us stand out.  When we look smart, we feel smart, when we feel smart, we become smart!  

7CC How has the school changed over the years?  

Mrs O’C The school has changed dramatically over the past 7 years. Mr Hicks has worked very hard with 

staff to raise standards and expectations in order to become the school that we are today.  We 

achieved phenomenal results in the summer of 2016 and this has put us in the top 25% of 

schools in our category.  

7CC What is being built on the school site?  

Mrs O’C We have just completed the refurbishment of Hawthorn Swimming pool. This has been a major 

success and a huge part of the community. The new building works are for our new state of the 

art sports hall. We are very excited about this.  

7CC Do you often give out behaviour points?  

Mrs O’C I like to focus on giving out achievement points and rewarding pupils for hard work and good 

behaviour. I am delighted the 7CC achieved attenders of the week and the best dressed! I took 

great pleasure in adding those points that Mrs Lambert wanted you to achieve. 

7CC How long have you been teaching at Hawthorn High School?  

Mrs O’C 17 years! 

7CC Do you enjoy the productions at HHS?  

Mrs O’C I love working on the school productions that showcases our student’s talents and expertise. 

7CC What school shows have you produced previously?  

Mrs O’C In 17 years, I have worked on many shows. There are too many to detail, however, in the past 

two years, we have performed a Disney Showcase, The Wizard of Oz and Grease. We are so 

excited for our production of Oliver in 

October and the 

Shakespeare 

Festival in 

November. 

7CC interview Mrs O’Carroll - and this is what they 

found out... 
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There has never been a better time to ask for more... 
The Drama and Music Departments at Hawthorn High School are 

proud to present this year’s whole school production of Oliver! The 

cast and crew will feature over 120 pupils ranging from Year 7 to 

Year 13. Pupils began working hard 

at the end of last term and have 

been frantically learning lines and 

songs throughout the summer 

holiday. The rehearsal schedule is 

relentless with up to two 

rehearsals per day for some cast 

members, but it’s still not too late 

to join us, just see Mrs O’Carroll or 

Mrs Fitzgerald-Lombard to become involved. 

The performances are double cast giving the maximum number of 

pupils the chance to access a starring role. This means a different 

cast will showcase their skills to audiences each evening as well as to 

our feeder primary schools during the performance week. We are 

sure you won’t want to miss the opportunity to witness first-hand 

the variety of talent on show, as well as enjoying songs such as Food, Glorious Food, Consider Yourself, 

Oom-Pah-Pah and many more well-known classics. 

 

The excitement increased when the cast were 
fitted for their costumes. 

Performances will take place in the theatre 
at Hawthorn High School at 7pm on 18th-
21st October, a little earlier than in previous 
years, but we’re certain that once you’ve 
seen it, you’ll be left wanting more! 

 

Further details are available at our open 
evening, on posters and via the 
department Twitter and Facebook 
accounts.  If you would like to reserve 
tickets in advance, please email 
Candice@hawthornhs.co.uk. Ticket prices 
are £5 per adult and £3 concessionary rate 
for O.A.P.s and children. There is even an 
exclusive price of £2 per ticket for 
Hawthorn High School pupils, so you can 
come and support your friends.  
Follow us on twitter @dramadepartment 

@HawthornhsMu and on Facebook Drama 

and Music Departments HHS 

H A W T H O R N  H I G H L I G H T S  
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Hawthorn RFC looking the part thanks to local 

businesses. 

Hawthorn High are incredibly grateful to  several local 

businesses for throwing their support behind the rugby 

players at our school. Using  generous sponsorship 

money from: The Number Hub; Footprint; Crystal; 

EMW and 

Training; and 

Paul Fears Photography, Hawthorn 

High are now able to model a  top 

quality jersey that players feel proud to 

wear.  All at Hawthorn wish to thank 

the sponsors for coming in to meet the 

rugby players that they now support 

during our kit launch photo shoot. 

 

Hawthorn Rugby update… 

We are extremely proud of the sporting achievements of all our pupils and we 

are very fortunate to not only have a full equipped fitness suites, a brand new 

swimming pool and extensive grounds but also our state of the art multi-court 

sports hall which is due to be completed in early 2017.  

Hawthorn Rugby Academy Launched! 

Hawthorn High has launched its Rugby Academy. Students were required to write a formal letter 

explaining why they should be part of the Academy and sign up to a Code of Conduct as part of the 

application process.  With an influx of beautifully written reflective applications, the Academy 

system has selected 40 students from Years 8-12 to embark on a weekly programme of extra-

curricular rugby skills development and strength and conditioning in the new free-weight 

Conditioning Centre. The Academy system will foster a growth mind-set; developing resilience and 

challenging student to achieve new goals.  

Welcome Year 7 

Year 7 have made a fantastic start to High School rugby. Competing at a festival in Aberdare, 

Hawthorn was able to field two complete sides! Mr Campbell has been amazed by the positive 

attitude shown by all players willing to throw themselves into a new sport. A special mention goes 

to the four girls who have competed - da iawn Jodie, Krystal, and the two Megan’s!  

Year 10 Students have District Trials 

Dylan Morgan, Jake Owen, and Liam Frazer all recently took part in two full trial matches in the 

hope of being selected for this year’s Pontypridd Schools Dewar Shield squad. The boys performed 

excellently and now face the nervous wait for selection news. Good luck, boys! 
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“I achieved this by 

trying my best in 

all my subjects 

and getting the 

highest levels that 

I could.”  

Hard work equals success 

Face your fears! 

Spotlight on Year 9 success 
Mr Campbell asked his Form class what their greatest achievements are - and here’s what they said... 

In the last year I was able to 

achieve my dream and perform 

in the Royal Albert Hall with my 

drama group. Thanks to this 

opportunity, I’ve become a lot 

more confident and less shy. I 

played “Dorothy” in The Wizard 

of Oz at Christmas and more 

recently, I played a role in Alice 

in Wonderland. We are 

currently working towards our 

next Christmas project. 

I want to carry on doing drama 

and music and study them 

at GSCE level next year. 

My dream is to be in 

musical theatre on the 

West End when I am older. 

Bethany Robertson 

I applied to be part of the 

Hawthorn Rugby Academy 

before the summer 

holidays and I got in! Soon, 

I will have some training 

sessions delivered by 

Cardiff Blues and Wales 

Women coaches. I will now take 

part in strength and conditioning 

programmes and train my skills 

every Monday after school. 

Another success for me is that I 

have trials for the district netball 

team.  I’m very excited about the 

trials but I’m also very nervous.  I 

would love to get through and try 

out for the county team one day.  I 

really want to do well in both 

sports – I really want to represent 

Wales one day.  

Megan Lindsey 

set myself a target of 

reaching the top of the 

wall. I just kept climbing 

and tried not to think of 

the height. When I was 

nearly at the top I could 

see the alarm bell at the 

top so I quickly climbed 

the last few meters. I’ve 

realised that the only way 

to achieve your goals and 

This summer I 

achieved a personal 

goal by overcoming 

my fear of heights! 

To achieve my goal 

I went to a rock 

climbing centre to 

have a go at 

climbing. When I 

first started I was 

nervous but soon 

conquer fears is to never 

give up. I am going to try 

and take this attitude into 

school this year.  

 

my house and the next day 

in school, I decorated 

them. We made about 200 

cakes and raised about 

£160! 

I’m really proud that I won 

multiple awards in music 

last year – I can now play 

the trumpet at a grade 

three standard. I’ve 

managed to achieve this 

by practicing for many 

hours.  

Over the next year, I am 

going to keep on working 

hard, handing in my 

homework, and paying 

attention in class so that I 

can achieve the GSCE 

results that I want.  

Ellie Powell 

My biggest achievement is 

that I’m now in the higher 

set classes for the new 

school year. I achieved this 

by trying my best in all my 

subjects and getting the 

highest levels that I could. 

I’ve also taken part in 

many things – such as a 

bake sale to raise money 

to fight cancer. I baked 

many different things in 
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Growth Mind set - what does it actually mean?  

We asked Eve Pascoe-Williams to explain. 

 

Having a growth mind-set 

hasn’t always been one of 

my traits, but now I like to 

think it is. 

Since starting this school in 

Year 7, I’ve developed my 

mind-set a lot. In Year 7 I 

really struggled to come to 

terms with mistakes and 

found it hard to overcome 

obstacles.  Whereas now I 

know that mistakes are 

important and help us 

adapt and improve. I use 

my mistakes to help me. 

Instead of thinking you 

can’t do something, know 

that there is always a way 

around it and that you can 

always use strategies you 

have learnt, even if it may 

take time, patience and 

effort. I am beginning to do 

this more and more. 

Having a growth mind-set is 

really helpful because you 

know what obstacles you 

may encounter but you also 

know how to tackle the 

obstacles. I am really happy 

with how I am adapting and 

how my mind-set is 

changing. I will continue to 

improve and work forward 

to have a complete growth 

mind-set. 

I think having a growth 

mind-set is something to be 

proud of and it is an 

achievement.  Mistakes 

help us learn. 

“Even if plan A doesn’t 

work, know that there are 

always 25 more letters.” 

I think failing is another word 

for growing and I think 

mistakes are good. 

 

 After that we went down stairs (a 

lot of stairs) and visited the 

changing rooms. Their changing 

rooms are much bigger than the 

one we have in Hawthorn and 

there was no spare kit lying 

around on the floor. All the 

players shirts were hanging up 

on the pegs ready for the players 

when they arrive.  

On August the 25th my family 

and I went to Cardiff to visit the 

Millennium Stadium .  We went 

for a tour around the stadium 

and had an excellent time! The 

tour started with a visit to the 

Royal Box. The Royal Box is 

bigger than my living room and 

has its own bar and posh dinning 

seats. I’m not sure you need that 

many knives and forks for the 

hotdogs they serve on match 

days! The Royal Box also had one 

of the best views of the pitch. 

The pitch was lit up on that day 

with loads of little lights to help 

the grass grow.  

After the changing rooms, we walked out to the 

pitch through the tunnel but weren’t allowed on the 

grass. From the pitch the stadium looks massive.  

I walked down loads of corridors and saw loads of 

pictures of players, signed shirts and boards showing 

different players and games that have taken place at 

the pitch.  

I had an amazing day and saw a completely different 

side of the stadium without the manic crowds on 

match days.                                                             

Cheyenne Legge 

“Mistakes 

help us 

learn.” 

Who eats a hot dog with a knife and fork? 
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Hello, my name is Fatima (8NC) and this is an interview with Carys 

Roberts who is in Year 8.  On the 16th of March, Carys competed 

in a dance competition (ICC British open) which is located in 

Nottingham. Her team came in first place out of 

their division and won the highest number of points 

out of all the divisions, which gained them the 

grand champion title!! The Dance style that she 

performs in is Jazz and the routine she performed 

was to “Moment Like This” by Leona Lewis.  

 

I asked Carys some question about her dancing 

and competitions… 

How did you win the competition? 

“We won the competition by putting our skills, 

effort and teamwork together. We also won 

because of our coaches and parents supporting us 

whilst we danced.” 

 

So we know that you have a passion for dancing, but when 

did you start? 

“I started when I was 3 or 4 years old but I just did it for 

fun, I only started competing in 2014. I still do dancing for 

fun because we can do exams to earn medals and rosettes. 

We also do a show in June where we get to perform in front 

of all of our parents. 

 

Why do you love to dance? 

“I love to dance because it’s fun and it takes your mind off 

things if you’re feeling stressed or worried. My team and my 

coaches are like my second family because everyone is really 

kind and supportive.” 

Spotlight on Year 8  

H A W T H O R N  H I G H L I G H T S  
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Lauren Roberts – Wales’ Skating Star!  

Written by the Year 8 Newsletter Team! 

 

On Monday 14th March 2016, Year 7’s very own Lauren 

Roberts (7KMI/EJJ, represented Cardiff in the Ice Skating 

Championships.  Lauren competed alongside 32 countries 

coming in at 12th place. What an outstanding achievement 

for someone so young! 

Lauren represented Cardiff at the Southern Cup International competition at the 

Lee Valley Ice Centre, London.   She competed in the Beginner Ladies 11 and 

over category.  This was her first major competition that she entered.  Her entire 

family had this to say: 

 

It was very evident of Lauren’s skating abilities when we went in Year 7 to Winter 

Wonderland at Christmas time.  Her general flair and ease across the ice instantly 

drew your eye. Lauren, who is very humble, actually spent that particular 

morning teaching her peers, who had never skated before. She nurtured her 

friends until they were confidently moving around the ice!  A true team player! 

 

We asked Lauren to say a few words about her 

experience... 

 

 

 

“We are all very 

proud of her!” 

We wish Lauren all the very best in her training and competing, 

we are very proud to have such a talent at Hawthorn! 

“Before competing I was nervous because I 

had to perform a tricky move but once I had 

done it, I was relieved as everything else went 

really well. It’s a lot of fun doing competitions 

and seeing how good everyone is” 

I S S U E  1 1   S E P T E M B E R  2 0 1 6  
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Year 7 Top 10 achievers from last year 

Last term achievement points were logged and collated.  Our winners of the points 

challenge are proudly displayed across the school for all to see! 

HHS pupil attends the Space 

programme  

On the 11th to 15th of July I was chosen to represent the school on the mission discovery programme. This took 
place at Kings College London and I got to stay at one of the student residents' for the duration of the week. During 
the first couple of days, we were able to participate in a number of tasks and team building exercises to ensure our 
teamwork was up to scratch, as by the end of the week we would have to present an experiment that could be 
performed on the international space station.  

In the end my group's experiment was to see what effect micro gravity would have on the growth of fungus. My 
group was able to get through into the final and present to over 100 people including an expert judging panel, 
however, we were unsuccessful in getting them to choose our experiment.  

Overall, it was a great experience as I 
was able to get a feel for university 
and how everything works. Moreover, 
being able to work with skilled 
professionals, especially Astronaut 
Michael Foale, to develop a realistic 
and possible experiment that could 
have gone onto the space station.   
Saleem Domun 

We expect the very best in attitude to learning, we pride 

ourselves on our uniform and we want to make our 

school a positive place to be!  For those who did not 

quite make the top ten of the year group was given the 

opportunity to be in the top ten of their form classes. 

Last Year 7 group 

were asked to 

challenge themselves 

and set their own 

individual targets 

which they felt were 

areas to improve.  All 

pupils actively took 

part in the challenge 

and strived to achieve 

positive points for 

their conduct, effort 

and work ethic. 

H A W T H O R N  H I G H L I G H T S  
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Year 11 improve their programming skills at the  

TECHNOCAMPS WORKSHOP 

 

Year 11 GCSE Computing students took part in an after school University of South Wales 

TechnoCamps masterclass. They were building programs in the Python programming 

language.  

The students deserve a big pat on the back as the problem they were solving was 

completely new to them and they had to work out how the algorithm (steps in the 

problem that lead to a solution) worked and then set about creating the code to solve it.  

It is always good to see students motivated and engaged; experimenting with code, 

hypothesising, speculating and asking questions of a high order to solve problems. The 

level of peer support in their work was a real credit to the group - da iawn pawb! 

What is the point of coding?  It is a great way of teaching complex thinking skills in a fun and 

dynamic environment. The Python programming will be used to build their GCSE coursework 

and this is a big part of their assessment.  

Dr. Richard Ward, a lecturer at University of South Wales, guided the session and was 

impressed by the coding skills shown by the students. Many of them had built code that 

solved part of the problem that normally takes 6-8 hours of coding to complete.  Many thanks 

to Dr. Richard Ward from TechnoCamps for the workshop and to Ms Mead for organising it.  

Why should you take Computing at GCSE? People who can program demonstrate they are problem solvers, have a strong 

capacity for critical thinking and logic, can design software solutions to real life problems, work well together as a team and 

have a high level of digital literacy.  If you enjoy solving problems, like working with computers, would like to design your own 

programs or work out how to crack computer codes, GCSE Computing is for you! 

Challenge: can you work out what this code does???? Answer is at bottom of page. 

 

     

Answer: 1,4,9,16,25,36,49,64,81,100 

Year 11 get ready to sit Maths GCSE 
Pupils in Year 11 are busy preparing to sit their Maths GCSE exams in 

November. Every pupil has a Personalised Learning Checklist (PLC)  which 

identifies the topics they can do really well which are highlighted (green), those 

which they need some work on (orange) and the topics they don’t understand 

(red).  Pupils should focus on their red and orange topics and make sure they 

are putting in extra practice on these.  All pupils have access to resources on 

MyMaths, PiXL Maths App and Maths watch.  

Last year’s Year 11 pupils achieved our best ever Maths results so we asked them what advice they would give this 

years cohort - and they said, “it takes practice and practice - and then more practice”. 

Good Luck Yr 11 with your Maths exam. The harder you work, the luckier you'll get! 
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Thirteen Year 10 pupils celebrated achieving their full course GCSE Welsh a year early in August. 

They all chose to attend an after school session put on by the Welsh Department to allow them to 

gain the full course GCSE, while freeing space in their timetable to choose another optional 

subject.  All pupils achieved a C grade or higher.  Llongyfarchiadau i chi i gyd! 

 

 

 

 

Erin who attended the afterschool classes wrote:- 

We completed Welsh Full Course afterschool. We chose to complete a full course welsh 

GCSE afterschool which allows us to have an extra GCSE qualification and further our 

careers using the Welsh Language. Mr Tomos and Mr Morrissi both sacrificed two hours 

afterschool every Wednesday to ensure we were able to get the qualifications that we 

needed. 

The course has impacted all of our views on the welsh language, we have discovered a 

sense of respect and understanding for the language.  We have also gained confidence in 

speaking welsh and we are able to speak welsh in conversations more clearly. In addition to this, due to us all passing 

the course we now have an advantage when it comes to job applications. Doing the course in the duration of one year 

has allowed us to have free time to prioritise working towards our other GCSE’s like Maths and English.  

Finally, all of us could not have completed our course without the aid and commitment given by Mr Tomos and           

Mr Morrissi, who spent countless hours ensuring that we were able to succeed in our welsh course.      

Da iawn;  

Benjamin Welling, 

Harry Robbins, Ellis 

Thomas, Jarred 

Pain, Alfred Lisles, 

Erin Sheldon, 

Rohen Renalds, 

Morganne Tuchli-

Davies, Beatrice 

Mwendo, Caitlyn 

Best, Jessica Fry, 

Ffion Huntley and 

Keala Thompson.  

Dilynwch yr adran Gymraeg ar trydar am fanylion diweddara am deithiau, 
gwaith y disgyblion, gwaith cartref a diweddariadau cwricwlwm.  

Follow the Welsh department on twitter for all the latest information about trips, pupils 
work, homework and all the latest curriculum updates. 


