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March 2017 

Dear Parent/Guardian,  

This Option booklet provides you with more detailed information about the different subjects available to your 
son/daughter. It explains the aims, content, assessment and progression opportunities for each course. The option 
form for September 2017 is also included. 

The Key Stage 4 curriculum is structured in a way that ensures that all pupils take a range of subjects. Nevertheless it 
is important to make choices that do not rule out later options in terms of careers and educational opportunities. To 
help you and your child think through the implications of the proposed choices you might find it helpful to consider 
the following points:- 

 

 Each option takes up a significant amount of the curriculum time. This is a lot of time to spend doing 
something you do not enjoy. A liking for the subject is clearly important; most young people work better on 
a subject they like. 

 Opting for a subject is regarded as a two year commitment. 

 Think carefully about your second choices. It is not always possible to meet everyone’s first preferences. For 
example, it is possible that the numbers opting for a course will be so low that it is not possible to run it 
economically. Equally, it may be that a course attracts more pupils than can be accommodated. In such an 
event we will discuss the matter with your child before deciding on allocation to groups, taking into account 
previous commitment to the subject and the individual’s ability to benefit from the course. 

You will have the opportunity to discuss your child’s option choices with his/her class teachers in the Year 9 parents 
meeting on Thursday 16th  March (starting at 5pm with an introductory talk) and also at home before returning the 
completed option form on Tuesday 21st  March. All option forms should be returned to your child’s form teacher. 

Please contact Mrs S Davies, Senior Assistant Head at the school if you need any further information.   

Yours sincerely, 

 

 
Mr. J. Hicks 
Headteacher 
  

YEAR 9 OPTIONS 

2017 
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TO THE PUPIL 

 

You are about to make very important choices about the subjects you wish to study next year. 

 

Before you choose 
 

 Consider the subjects you enjoy and are good at. 

 Read the information about the new courses on offer very carefully. You will also have received 
presentations about all the courses available to you during assemblies over the last few weeks. 

 If you have a particular career in mind, check if any particular subjects are required. 

 Discuss your choices with as many adults as you can. They can advise and support you:- your 
parents, subject teachers, Form Tutor, Year Leader and careers staff are all willing to help. 

 Remember, each course lasts for two years, and to be successful you will need to work hard 
throughout this time. 

 Use this booklet to help you make the decisions that are right for you 

 

 

The deadline for handing in your Options Form to your form tutor is 

 

Tuesday 21st March 2017 
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HOW TO MAKE THE RIGHT CHOICES 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

Questions 

to ask 

yourself 

Do I enjoy the 
subjects I 

have chosen? 

 Am I good at 
them, 

especially in the 
examination 

situation? 
 

What kind of 
work will have 
to be done in 
the different 

courses? 
 

Have I chosen 
the best 

combination of 
subjects for my 
future career? 

 

Can I explain 
clearly the 

reasons why I 
have chosen 

each subject? 
 

Have I allowed 
unimportant 

things to influence 
my choice –  

what my 
friends are doing? 
 

Have I 

consulted my 

parents? 

 

Have I 
consulted my 

teachers/ 
careers staff? 
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THE YEAR 10 CURRICULUM 

 

The Year 10 Curriculum is divided into; 

CORE 

Subjects that ALL pupils must study. The core is composed of the following examination courses:  

 GCSE English Language 

 GCSE Mathematics 

 GCSE Numeracy 

 Science – 2 GCSEs 

 Religious Studies  

 Physical Education  

 Welsh  

 Students will also study the Welsh Baccalaureate.   

 

The Welsh Baccalaureate, English Language and Literature as well as the two Mathematics GCSEs are 

new specifications which were introduced for teaching from September 2016, following the 

Qualifications review carried out by the Welsh Government. They are designed to be even more 

challenging and thorough, with a renewed focus on literacy and numeracy. 

 

OPTIONS  

Pupils also have the opportunity to choose 3 option subjects  
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GENERAL INFORMATION ON QUALIFICATIONS 

 

How do I choose a course that is best for my ability and my needs? 

At Hawthorn High School, our aim is for all pupils to achieve the Level 1 or Level 2 Threshold by the end of 
Year 11. Level 1 means that all pupils should achieve 5 GCSEs at grades D-G (or equivalent qualifications). 
Level 2 means that all pupils should achieve 5 GCSEs at grades A*-C (or equivalent qualifications).  
 
 
The levels of qualifications are taken from the National Qualifications Framework 
 
 

Qualification Level  
 

Achievement Level 

 
GCSE  

 
GCSEs (General Certificates of Secondary Education) are the examinations that 
most UK pupils take at the end of year 11 (aged 16), but they can be taken at 
any age. They are usually completed over a two-year course of study. 
 
GCSEs are at either level 1 or level 2. Grades D to G are level 1, while A* to C are 
level 2. GCSEs are the main entry requirements for continuing study at Level 3. 
They are also the minimum educational requirement for many jobs. 
Short courses are available for some GCSE subjects, and are equivalent to half a 
GCSE. 
 
Vocational GCSEs, also known as Applied GCSEs, are work-related qualifications 
designed to develop the relevant skills for a specific field of employment.  
 

 
BTEC/Level 1 & 2 
Awards 

 
These are work-related qualifications, suitable for a wide range of learners, that 
are designed to accommodate the needs of employers as well as allowing 
progression. They provide a more practical, real-world approach to learning 
alongside a theoretical background, and can be taken as well as, or instead of, 
GCSEs. 
These courses are equivalent to GCSE. Some courses equate to 2 GCSE 
qualifications. 
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WELSH BACCALAUREATE  

Course Title                                            : Welsh Baccalaureate  
Examination Board/Web address     : WJEC WBQ   www.wbq.org.uk  
Qualification                                          :Welsh Baccalaureate 
Grade Range                                          :National & Foundation 

Aims of the course 
The Welsh Baccalaureate combines experiences and 
projects that help you to develop as an individual, and 
will equip you for your next steps – for work, university 
and for life. The Welsh Baccalaureate has a strong focus 
on building your strengths and you will be encouraged to 
think and study independently. 
 

What will I study? – Course Outline 
The Welsh Baccalaureate is made up of two parts which 
are the Skills Challenge Certificate and the Supporting 
Qualifications. The Supporting Qualifications consist of 
the other subjects you are studying in Year 10 & 11. You 
will need to pass a minimum of 5 GCSE grade C or above 
for the National and a minimum of five GCSE grade A*-G 
for Foundation level to achieve the Welsh Baccalaureate. 
These GCSE qualifications must include GCSE English 
Language and GCSE Mathematics - Numeracy. Two of 
the other three qualifications can be equivalents (BTECS) 
 
The Skills Challenge Certificate is made up of four 
different challenges which are: 

 The Enterprise and Employability Challenge 

 The Global Citizenship Challenge 

 The Community Challenge  

 The individual project.  
 

Within these four challenges you will be assessed on a 
range of different essential employability skills which 
include: 

 Digital literacy 

 Critical thinking 

 Creativity and innovation 

 Planning and organisations 

 Personal effectiveness. 
How will I learn? What skills will I acquire? 

The Welsh Baccalaureate is about learning by doing. You 
will be involved in a range of projects that will help you 
to develop the skills considered important by employers 
and universities. You will have the opportunity to work in 
a team as well as to work more independently.  

How will I be assessed? 
There is no examination but instead you will be required 
to pass every element of the Skills Challenge Certificate 
plus achieve your five supporting qualifications which 
include English Language and Maths (Numeracy) GCSE. 
Each of the four Skills Challenge Certificates is graded at 
Pass, Merit or Distinction and it is the combination of 
these grades that will dictate your final overall grade.  
This combination of individual outcomes for each of the 
four components will determines if the Welsh 
Baccalaureate Skills Challenge Certificate is awarded at 
National or Foundation level.  
The final grades are awarded at A*-C for the National 
Skills Challenge Certificate and Foundation Pass or 
Foundation Pass* 
Progression following this course. What’s next? 
The central focus of the Welsh Baccalaureate at Key 
Stage 4 is to provide 14-16 year olds with the 
opportunity to consolidate and develop essential and 
employability skills so pupils following the Welsh 
Baccalaureate will be prepared for either employment or 
further study. 
Pupils get experience of the real world, and learn how to 
apply theoretical skills in practical situations. 
“The Welsh Baccalaureate at last seems to offer the right 
mix that employers have been waiting for – ‘ready made 
employees’ with the appropriate knowledge, skills and 
attitude to make an immediate difference on entering 
the workplace.” 
Roger Evans, Plant Director, INA Bearings, Schaeffler UK 
Future career opportunities 
The broad and diverse nature of the Welsh 
Baccalaureate ensures pupils have transferable skills. 
“Welsh Baccalaureate students’ skills, combined with 
their subject expertise, will better prepare them for 
study at degree level. They will also, through their work 
and community experience, bring a new level of 
employment and civic awareness which they will be able 
to apply to their studies” 
Dr Hywel Davies, Head of Admissions and Recruitment, 
University of Aberystwyth 
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THE CORE 
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ENGLISH LANGUAGE GCSE 
Course Title                                            : GCSE English Language in Wales 
Examination Board/Web address     : WJEC www.wjec.co.uk 
Qualification                                          : GCSE 
Grade Range                                          : A*-G 

Aims of the course 
This is a new GCSE specification; it encourages pupils 
to be inspired, moved and changed by following a 
broad and worthwhile course of study. They will 
develop their ability to use English as active and 
informed citizens and be able to speak, listen, read 
and write fluently, appropriately, effectively and 
critically – for a wide range of personal, functional 
and social purposes. Pupils will be expected to 
respond to a wide range of written texts, including 
challenging and dynamic texts.  
 

What will I study? – Course Outline 
This subject promotes an integrated approach to 
oracy, reading and writing. All examination texts will 
be ‘unseen’. Primarily, the course focuses on the 
‘functional’ aspects of language, that is providing 
pupils with the skills and abilities they need to take 
active and responsible roles in their communities, 
everyday life, the workplace and in educational 
settings.  
 

How will I learn? What skills will I acquire? 
 Demonstrate skills in Speaking, Listening, Reading 

and Writing necessary to communicate with 
others confidently, effectively, precisely and 
appropriately  

 Access and retrieve information from a wide 
range of texts, forming a broad understanding, 
summarising and synthesising content, inferring 
meaning and evaluating its purpose 

 Understand the patterns, structures and 
conventions of language 

 Understand the impact of variations in language, 
selecting and adapting speech and writing to 
different situations, purposes and audiences 

 Develop their verbal reasoning and their ability to 
think constructively and critically 

 Develop their proofreading and editing skills. 

How will I be assessed? 
This is a linear course and the exams are un-tiered. 

 Unit 1: oracy (20%) 
Two electronically recorded assessments: an individual 
researched presentation and a group discussion based on 
WJEC based themes.  

 Unit 2 exam (40%) 2 hours 
This exam tests pupils’ reading and writing skills with a focus 
on description, narration and exposition. It will include an 
editing and a proofreading task. 

 Unit 3 exam (40%) 2 hours 
Pupils’ reading and writing skills are tested with a focus on 
argumentation, persuasion and instruction. 
 
In the reading sections of both exams, some questions will 
be short (e.g. multiple choice questions, short constructed 
responses, cloze, sequencing). Others will require longer 
answers (e.g. paraphrasing, context comprehension, 
analysis/deduction/inference). 
 

Progression following this course. What’s next? 
Most sixth forms, colleges and employers require pupils to 
have achieved at least a C grade in this subject, which also 
forms part of the Welsh Baccalaureate qualification; a B 
grade is required for teaching courses. There are a range of 
A Level courses available, including A Level English 
Literature, English Language and English Language and 
Literature. Studying English at A Level is highly regarded by 
employers and universities, which can lead to a wide range 
of courses, including: English Literature, English Language, 
Creative Writing, Journalism, Media, Broadcasting, Law, 
Teaching, Advertising, Marketing, Communication Studies, 
Film Studies, Publishing, Medicine and many others. 
 

Future career opportunities 
 Teaching and Lecturing 
 Law 
 Journalism, Broadcasting, TV/Film Production 
 Editing, Publishing, Writing 
 Marketing, Advertising, Public Relations 
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ENGLISH LITERATURE GCSE 
Course Title                                            : GCSE English Literature  
Examination Board/Web address     : WJEC www.wjec.co.uk 
Qualification                                          : GCSE 
Grade Range                                          : A*-G 

Aims of the course 
 
Many pupils will follow a course in GCSE English 
Literature. Pupils' interest in literature will be extended 
as they develop an understanding of the ways in which 
literature is rich and influential.  
 

What will I study? – Course Outline 
Pupils will study a range of set texts, including: 

 Two whole prose texts, e.g. ‘Of Mice and Men’, 
‘Heroes’, ‘Lord of the Flies’ 

 Two plays, including a Shakespeare play 

 Contemporary unseen poems and poetry from an 
anthology of Welsh poetry, ‘Poetry 1900-2000: One 
Hundred Poets from Wales’. 

 

How will I learn? What skills will I acquire? 
 Understand that texts from the English, Welsh or 

Irish literary heritage have been influential and 
significant over time and explore their meaning 
today 

 Explore how texts from different cultures and 
traditions may reflect or influence values, 
assumptions and sense of identity  

 Connect ideas, themes and issues, drawing on a 
range of texts  

 Become critical readers of fiction and non-fiction 
prose, poetry and drama 

 Analyse the impact of style, language, structure 
and form  

 Experience different times, cultures, viewpoints 
and situations as found in literary texts 

 Foster an appreciation of Wales’ cultural heritage 
through the study of Welsh writing in English.  

How will I be assessed? 
 
This is a unitised course: pupils may be entered for 
separate units at stages during the two year course. 

 Two external examinations worth 65% of the final 
grade. Each one lasts two hours. 

 Unit 1: Exploring a whole prose text from a 
different culture and an unseen poetry 
comparison. 

 Unit 2: Exploring two individual texts in context. 
Responding to a play and a prose text. 

 Non-examination assessment is worth 25%. This is 
based on a thematic essay question on a Shakespeare 
play (2 hours) and the study of 15 thematically linked 
poems from the anthology, ‘Poetry 1900-2000: One 
Hundred Poets from Wales’. Pupils are not permitted 
to take notes into the non-examination assessment. 

 

Progression following this course. What’s next? 
The course prepares pupils to make informed decisions 
about further learning opportunities and career choices.   
There are a range of A Level courses available, including A 
Level English Literature; English Language, and English 
Language and Literature. 
 
Studying English Literature at A Level is highly regarded by 
employers and universities. This can lead to a wide range 
of courses, including: English Literature, Creative Writing, 
Journalism, Media, Broadcasting, Law, Teaching, 
Advertising, Marketing, Language and Communication 
Studies, Film Studies, Publishing, Medicine and many 
others. 
 

Future career opportunities 
 Teaching and Lecturing 
 Law 
 Journalism, Broadcasting, TV/Film Production 
 Editing, Publishing, Writing 
 Marketing, Advertising, Public Relations 
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MATHEMATICS AND NUMERACY GCSEs 
Course Title                                            : 2 COURSES - GCSE Mathematics - Numeracy and GCSE Mathematics  
                                                                    (Foundation, Intermediate or Higher) 
Examination Board/Web address     : WJEC (http://www.wjec.co.uk) 
Qualification                                          : GCSE Mathematics 
Grade Range                                          : A* to C for HIGHER TIER. B to E for INTERMEDIATE TIER. 
                                                                    D to G for FOUNDATION TIER. 

Aims of the courses 
 
GCSE MATHEMATICS - NUMERACY 
Following a course in GCSE Mathematics - 
Numeracy will encourage pupils to develop the 
numeracy skills they will need in their everyday 
lives, in the world of work, and in other general 
curriculum areas.  The emphasis is on solving 
problems in the real world and the problem solving 
cycle. Pupils will develop skills to make informed 
decisions about the management of money and the 
use of statistics. Numeracy focuses on representing, 
analysing and interpreting information. In addition 
they will be encouraged to acquire and use 
strategies for problem solving and modelling.   
 
 
GCSE MATHEMATICS 
 
Following a course in GCSE Mathematics will extend 
to aspects of mathematics needed for progression 
to scientific, technical or further mathematical 
study.  It will feature problems set both in real-
world contexts and within mathematics itself and 
will encourage pupils to employ and evaluate 
different mathematical techniques.  Pupils will be 
given opportunities to make connections between 
different areas of mathematics.  In addition they will 
be encouraged to develop mathematical reasoning 
skills and to construct arguments and simple proofs, 
and make logical deductions and inferences.  
 
 
 

How will I learn? What skills will I acquire? 
During the courses, learners will have opportunities 
to:  
• develop problem solving skills;  
• apply mathematics in real life contexts; 
• generate strategies to solve problems that are 
unfamiliar;  
• answer questions that span more than one topic 
area of the curriculum;  
• make mental calculations and calculations without 
the aid of a calculator;  
• make estimates;  
• understand 3-D shape;  
• collect data. 
 
How will I be assessed? 
All candidates are required to sit two written papers 
for each GCSE. 
Paper 1 (Non-calculator) (50%)  

The paper for each GCSE/TIER will comprise a 
number of short and longer, both structured and 
unstructured questions which may be set on any 
part of the subject content of the specification. A 
number of questions will assess candidates’ 
understanding of more than one topic from the 
subject content.  
A calculator will not be allowed in this paper. 
  
Paper 2 (Calculator) (50%)  

As above but a calculator is allowed for this paper 
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SEPARATE SCIENCE GCSE 
Course Title                                            : SEPARATE Science 
Examination Board/Web address     : WJEC 
Qualification                                          :  GCSE 
Grade Range                                          : A*- D (Higher Tier) C- G (Foundation Tier) 

 
Aims of the course 
 
GCSE SEPARATE Science takes you even deeper into 
the understanding of science. If you like learning at 
an accelerated pace or if you really want to study 
and gain a GCSE in Biology, Chemistry and Physics 
then this could be the course for you.  You will study 
all of the CORE and ADDITIONAL materials but you 
will go one step further and look at the work of 
professional scientists and where science may take 
us in the 21st Century.  
 
What will I study? – Course Outline 
 
Topics you will cover include: 

 Cells and their processes 

 Photosynthesis and Respiration 

 Digestion 
o Atomic structure and the Periodic Table. 
o Chemical Bonding 
o Rates of Reaction 
 Electrical circuits 
 The effects of forces and collisions 
 Using radioactive decay 

 
You will also be looking at how these scientific ideas 
were developed and use this to improve your own 
investigative skills. 
 
 
How will I learn? What skills will I acquire? 
 
In addition to the skills developed through the CORE 
and ADDITIONAL courses you will also be employing 
a variety of techniques such as group work, 
discussions and ICT research and these are the very 
skills you will need as a professional scientist 

 
How will I be assessed? 
 
You will sit two, 90 minute, examinations for each of 
the science disciplines of Biology, Chemistry and 
Physics. Each of these examinations makes up 45% 
of your final GCSE grade, with the final 10% coming 
from an externally assessed, scientific investigation 
for each subject. The first set of examinations are at 
the end of your year 10, the second set are in the 
June of Year 11 and the externally assessed 
investigation will take place in the spring of Year 11 
so it is a fast paced approach to learning. 
 
 
 
Progression following this course. What’s next? 
 
When you complete the GCSE SEPARATE Science in 
year 11 you will then be able to go on and study any 
of the sciences at A-level and will be better 
prepared to do so but it is still expected in most 
institutes that offer post 16 science course such as 
A-level that you should acquire a C grade in this 
qualification at least. 
 
 
Future career opportunities 
 
With science qualifications at your back there are a 
multitude of career paths open to you and here are 
just a few: Airline pilot, Biologist, Chemist, Dentist, 
Engineer, Forensic scientist, Geologist, Health care 
professional, Immunologist, Journalist, Geneticist, 
Laboratory technician, Mechanic, Nurse, 
Occupational Therapist, Pathologist, Quantity 
surveyor, Radiographer, Surgeon, Teacher, 
Veterinarian, Weather forecaster or Zoologist. 
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 SCIENCE – DOUBLE AWARD GCSE 
Course Title                                            : WJEC Double award Science 
Examination Board/Web address     : WJEC 
Qualification                                          : GCSE 
Grade Range                                          : A*- D (Higher Tier) C- G (Foundation Tier) 

 

Aims of the course 

The WJEC Science Double Award specification 

provides the foundations for understanding the 

material world. Scientific understanding is changing 

our lives and is vital to the world’s future prosperity. 

All learners will be taught the essential aspects and 

uses of science through studying this course. 

 

What will I study? – Course Outline 

There are six units for the students to study. Each 
being either a Biology, Chemistry or Physics base. 
The names of the units and the examination details 
are set out in the following table: 

Unit Written 
examination % 

Coursework % 

1.Biology 1 15  

2.Chemistry 1 15 

3.Physics 1 15 
 

4.Biology 2 15 
 

Unit7. Practical   
 
                      10 5.Chemistry 2 15 

 

6.Physics 2 15 
 

 

 

How will I be assessed? 

There will be three one hour examinations in Year 

10. These will each cover the work studied in 

Biology 1, Chemistry 1 and the Physics 1 units. In 

year 11 there will be a further three examinations, 

all one hour in length which will cover Biology 2, 

Chemistry 2 and Physics 2 

 
 

Coursework 

 

Unit 7 is a practical unit and accounts for 10% of the 

qualification. It will be carried out in school and is 

externally marked by the WJEC. This work is 

completed in the spring term of Year 11. 

 

How will I learn? What skills will I acquire? 

 

You will develop knowledge and application of 

scientific processes as well as communication skills 

through use of ICT both in research and 

presentation. You will also be able to perform 

scientific calculations based on data created by 

practical means and using those calculations in 

scientific process to form conclusions. All vital skills 

to employers in this sector. 

 

Progression following this course. What’s next? 

The skills and knowledge you accrue during this 

WJEC Double award course will allow you to access 

A-LEVELS in all three of the subject areas or BTEC 

level 3 Courses. If you so choose to seek 

employment GCSE Science Double award is a well 

respected qualification that is recognised by 

employers. 

 

Future career opportunities 

The courses mentioned above for post-16 study can 

lead to related employment as electricians, 

mechanics, beauty technicians, nursery nurses, 

animal care workers, food technologists, health care 

workers, plumbers or builders to name just a few. 
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CYMRAEG/WELSH GCSE 
Course Title                                            : GCSE Welsh Second Language 
Examination Board/Web address     : WJEC 
Qualification                                          : GCSE  
Grade Range                                          : A* - G 

 
Aims of the course 
 
To promote and enhance pupils understanding of 
the Welsh language and Culture. 
 
What will I study? – Course Outline 
 
The context for learning the language is organised 
under three broad themes:  

EMPLOYMENT  

WALES AND THE WORLD  

YOUTH  
 
 
How will I learn? What skills will I acquire? 
 
When studying this qualification candidates will be 
required to cover the following areas:  
 
Listening: understand and respond to different 
types of spoken language 
 
Speaking: communicate and interact effectively in 
speech 
 
Reading: understand and respond to different 
types of written language 
 
You will be given a chance to learn in various 
environments and situations. You will be shown 
how Welsh is used in ICT and modern day life. 
You will acquire communication skills along with 
working with others, and developing excellent 
written skills. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
How will I be assessed? 
 
  Unit 1: Oracy response to visual material  
  Non-examination assessment: 6 – 8 minutes         
(pair)  25% of qualification 50 marks  
 
Unit 2: Communicate with others  
Non-examination assessment: 6 – 8 minutes  
(pair) 25% of qualification 50 marks  

 
  Unit 3: Report, specific and instructional  
  Written examination: 1 hour 30 minutes  
  25% of qualification 100 marks 
 
  Unit 4: Descriptive, creative and imaginative  
  Written examination: 1 hour 30 minutes  
  25% of qualification 100 marks  
 
  Learners are not permitted to use dictionaries 
in any part of the assessment.  

 
 
Progression following this course. What’s next? 
‘A’ level Welsh  
 
 
Future career opportunities 
 An understanding of a language is beneficial for any 
career path and future employers will look 
favourably upon a Welsh language GCSE. The 
government are continuing to strengthen their 
Welsh Language priorities and have an active 
programme to ensure that we have 1 million Welsh 
Language speakers in Wales by 2050. 
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RELIGIOUS STUDIES GCSE 
Course Title                        : Religious Studies 
Exam Board/Web add     : http://www.wjec.co.uk/qualifications/religious-studies/r-religious-studies-
gcse-2017/ 
Qualification                      : GCSE 
Grade Range                      : A*-U 

 
Aims of the course 
Religious Studies is the fastest growing subject at 
GCSE. In a society that is now so multi-cultural, 
religion is headline news making the study of it not 
only topical but also essential to understanding the 
world we live in.  
 
What will I study? – Course Outline 
You will study Christianity and Islam in Unit 1. As we 
look at each religion and their core teachings, 
beliefs and practices. 
In Unit 2 the course will look at the themes of: 

 Life and Death 

 Good and Evil 
 
You will look at what these two religions teach 
about these issues but also have an opportunity to 
put forward you own point of view.  
 
How will I learn? What skills will I acquire? 
The Department makes great use of ICT, power-
point, interactive learning, internet, visits to places 
of worship and guests speakers from within the 
Islamic and Christian communities here in South 
Wales. Teacher-led class discussion/debate is also a 
key feature of the course. Homework and course 
work preparation is set regularly and assessments 
take place after each unit. After-school revision 
sessions are offered in the run up to examinations 
and pupils will even have an opportunity to get one 
paper out of the way at the end of year 10 so you 
can spread the work-load over the two years. Pupils 
find this helpful. The knowledge and skills learnt 
within the RE course are important to living in 
today’s society. 

 
How will I be assessed? 
There are 2 papers – each one is worth 50% of the 
final mark. 
 
Progression following this course. What’s next? 
Taking RS also makes sense job wise, as one major 
High Street computer games retailer has recently 
told its recruitment teams: “when employing staff, 
look out for students of religious studies—they are 
usually very solid, reliable, thinking people who are 
likely to have good logical skills and also be very 
people orientated 
This specification provides a suitable foundation for 
study of religious studies or related courses at AS or 
A2 where they study Religion and Contemporary 
Society, and Ethics.  
 
Future career opportunities 
There are three main ways of ‘using’ religious 
studies in the world of work:  
 
1. Careers where it is important or useful to have 
knowledge of what really matters to people: health 
care, child care, medicine, psychologist, customer 
services.  
2. Careers which make good use of the research, 
investigatory and report writing techniques learned 
in studying religion: law, police work (forensic), 
psychology, public services, management.  
3. Careers where you need specific knowledge of 
religions: teaching, social work, archaeology, 
museum work, fine art, conservation/natural 
history, architecture, youth work and ministry.  
 
The skills learnt within the RS course are easily 
transferable to many jobs and careers. 
 
 

 

http://www.wjec.co.uk/qualifications/religious-studies/r-religious-studies-
http://www.wjec.co.uk/qualifications/religious-studies/r-religious-studies-
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ART AND DESIGN – ART CRAFT and DESIGN GCSE 
Course Title                                            : Art and Design, Art, Craft and Design  
Examination Board/Web address     : WJEC www.wjec.co.uk 
Qualification                                          : GCSE 
Grade Range                                          :A to G 

 

Aims of the course  
The aims of the course are to create a coursework 
portfolio that displays a clear understanding of 
creative artistic approaches. To investigate and 
learn from the work established artists, crafts 
people and designers. To give pupils confidence in 
visual research and creative artistic progression in at 
least two artistic disciplines. These can be chosen 
from Fine Art, Graphics, Textile Design, 3D Design, 
Photography and Critical Studies. The course seeks 
to promote high level presentation and creative 
organisation. 
 
What will I study? – Course Outline 
The course will look at a wide range of artistic rules 
and conventions, all related to a central theme of 
Creativity and Nature. Pupils will learn how to 
record with a wide variety of tools as well as to 
reflect on work produced. They will then construct 
and follow a creative design process through sketch 
books which is well presented and creative. 
 
How will I learn? What skills will I acquire? 
Pupils will learn from practical experience. They will 
learn from sessions in the Art rooms exploring 
Drawing, Painting, Printmaking and some Ceramic 
work. They will learn through traditional classroom 
lessons on the whiteboard and from targeted 
research homework. Finally they can expect to learn 
from each other through creative team work. 
Technical skills will be acquired in the use of a wide 
range of media in class and at home. Presentation 
skills will be learnt. Pupils will gain a much greater 
understanding about the working practices of a 
number of established artists. Ultimately this 
knowledge and creative understanding will result in 
a final outcome for the coursework and exam units. 
 

 
How will I be assessed?  
Assessment will take place informally in every 
lesson through discussion and advice. Also more 
formally with regular homework and coursework 
checks.  
Pupils will be expected to peer assess and talk about 
their work constructively with others. 
Formal exam board assessment will take place in 
the final year of the course with pupil coursework 
portfolio being assessed and graded internally in the 
spring term.  
The final exam will be undertaken in this last term 
and also moderated internally  
A sample of pupils are then selected, by WJEC at 
random for external moderation in the summer 
term 
 
Progression following this course. What’s next? 
GCSE Art and Design may lead on to A-level courses. 
It may also lead to more vocational courses such as 
GNVQ and BTEC courses 
 
Future career opportunities 
 
Art and Design is a subject that provides a strong 
basis for careers in a wide variety of areas such as 
Graphic Design, Illustration, Photography, Interior 
Design, Architecture, Fashion, Digital Design, Make 
up and Stage Design to name but a few. 
Pupils can follow a variety of degree courses from 
studying this subject that lead into these dynamic, 
creative careers. 
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ART AND DESIGN – PHOTOGRAPHY GCSE 
Course Title                                            : Art and Design Photography  
Examination Board/Web address     : WJEC www.wjec.co.uk 
Qualification                                          : GCSE 
Grade Range                                          :A to G 

 

Aims of the course  
The aims of the course are to create a coursework 
portfolio that displays a clear understanding of 
creative photographic design. To investigate and 
learn from the work established artists, 
photographers and designers. To give pupils 
confidence in visual research and creative 
photographic progression through the use of digital 
media. To promote high level presentation and 
creative organisation. Finally to produce a final 
exam unit that displays creativity and independent 
learning. 
 
What will I study? – Course Outline 
The course will look at a wide range of photographic 
rules and conventions, all related to a central theme 
of Transformations. Pupils will learn how to record 
with their own camera considering location and 
viewpoints. They will then construct and follow a 
creative design process through sketch books but 
more importantly the creation of a personal digital 
portfolio which is well presented and creative. 
 
How will I learn? What skills will I acquire? 
Pupils will learn from practical experience. They will 
learn from sessions in the IT rooms exploring Adobe 
Photoshop as a design tool. They will learn through 
traditional classroom lessons on the whiteboard and 
from research homework. Finally they can expect to 
learn from each other through creative team work 
Technical skills will be acquired in the use of digital 
cameras and media. Presentation skills will be 
learnt. Locations and lighting will be understood and 
finally a creative confidence in the endless 
possibilities of creative digital media will be 
acquired. 
 

 
How will I be assessed?  
Assessment will take place informally in every 
lesson through discussion and advice. Also more 
formally with regular homework and coursework 
checks.  
Pupils will be expected to peer assess and talk about 
their work constructively with others. 
Formal exam board assessment will take place in 
the final year of the course with pupil coursework 
portfolio being assessed and graded internally in the 
spring term.  
The final exam will be undertaken in this last term 
and also moderated internally  
A sample of pupils are then selected, by WJEC at 
random for external moderation in the summer 
term 
 
Progression following this course. What’s next? 
GCSE Art and Design Photography may lead on to A-
level courses. It may also lead to more vocational 
courses such as GNVQ and BTEC courses 
 
Future career opportunities 
 
Art and Design Photography is a subject that 
provides a strong basis for careers in fashion, 
design/product advertising, journalism, media, film 
or animation, hair and beauty, wedding 
photography.  
Pupils can follow a variety of degree courses from 
studying this subject that lead into dynamic, 
creative careers. 
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APPLIED BUSINESS GCSE 
Course Title                                            : Applied Business  
Examination Board/Web address     : www.wjec.co.uk 
Qualification                                          :GCSE 
Grade Range                                          :A*-G 

 
Aims of the course 
 
This vocational GCSE aims to Increase your understanding 
of the world of work; enable you to gain the skills needed 
to start working life in the 21st century; introduce you to 
an industry or business sector, such as engineering or 
leisure and tourism; and also help you to develop some of 
the specific skills for use in a chosen profession. 
 
What will I study? – Course Outline 

You will study the relationship between business activity 
and the changing environment within which it takes place; 
the structure, organisation and control of the main forms 
of business; how people manage a business in a 
competitive environment; how and why you need to set 
objectives to have success in a business 

You will also study the different roles of people within an 
organisation and why businesses need to keep track of 
their finances and the steps involved in creating a product.  

How will I be assessed? 
The course is comprised of 2 units 
Unit 1 - The Business and its Environment 
This is a controlled test unit worth 60% of the final mark, 
carried out in lessons and marked by your teacher.  
Unit 2 - Business Finance and Decision Making is an 
externally marked exam unit worth 40 % of the overall 
mark, requiring you to apply the theory knowledge gained 
through the practical unit. 

 

 
How will I learn? What skills will I acquire? 
 
Visits to industries or businesses to introduce 
some practical experience of the skills, 
techniques, processes and equipment used. 
 
 finding out about what people do at work, 

and the qualifications and training they 
have; 

 group project work to help develop self-
confidence;  

 solving examples of real situations in 
businesses, using materials produced by 
companies; 

 using the internet to find out about an 
industry or a particular organisation; 

 role play and workplace simulations, with 
advice from workers in the sector; 

 presenting findings/proposals in a realistic 
work-focused way; 

 running an enterprise activity, with expert 
help from industry 

 
Progression following this course. What’s 
next? 
 
GCSE in Applied Business prepares you for 
studying Business at a higher level, such as AS 
or A levels.  
 
 
Future career opportunities 
 
Due to the nature of the course you will be 
well prepared to start work in a range of 
employment areas and would be well 
equipped to take an Apprenticeship leading 
to a skilled career or management training.  
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CHILD DEVELOPMENT GCSE 
Course Title                                            : Child Development 
Examination Board/Web address     :WJEC/www.wjec.co.uk 
Qualification                                          :GCSE 
Grade Range                                          :A*-G 

 
Aims of the course 
 

 To promote an understanding of the social, 
emotional, physical and intellectual 
development of the child up to 5 years of 
age. 

 To develop knowledge and understanding of 
skills required for child development. 

 To examine issues that affects the quality of 
human life including an appreciation of 
diversity. 

 
What will I study? – Course Outline 
 

 Family and child 

 Food and health 

 Pregnancy 

 Physical Development 

 Intellectual Development 

 Social and Emotional Development 
 
 
How will I learn? What skills will I acquire? 
 

Pupils learn by: 
 

 Observing a child following set criteria 
for gathering information. 

 Being responsible for the interactive 
baby. 

 Watching and discussing topical 
programmes related to all aspects of the 
subject. 

 Role play/discussion  
 
 

 

 
Pupils acquire skills in: 

 Communication 

 Problem solving 

 Information and Communication 
technology 

 Working with Others 

 Improving Own learning and 
Performance 
 

 
How will I be assessed? 
 

 Unit 1 – Written Paper (40%) 

 Unit 2 – Child Study (30%) 

 Unit 3 – Child Focused Task (30%) 
 
 
Progression following this course. What’s next? 
 

 AS/A2 Health and social care 

 AS/A Psychology/Sociology 

 BTEC Caring 
 
Future career opportunities 

 Nursing 

 Nursery nurse 

 Playgroup leader 

 Nanny 

 Teacher 

 Learning Support Assistant 

 Paediatric Nurse 
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COMPUTER SCIENCE GCSE 
Course Title                                            : Computer Science   
Examination Board/Web address     : www.wjec.co.uk 
Qualification                                          :GCSE 
Grade Range                                          :A*-G 

Aims of the course 
The WJEC GCSE in Computer Science has been 
designed to give an understanding of the 
fundamental concepts of computer science and a 
broad scope of study opportunities. This 
specification has been designed to free centres to 
concentrate on innovative delivery of the course by 
having a streamlined, uncomplicated, futureproof 
structure, with realistic technological requirements. 
 
Computers are widely used in all aspects of business, 
industry, government, education, leisure and the 
home. In this technological age, a study of computer 
science, and particularly how computers are used in 
the solution of a variety of problems, is essential to 
learners. Computer science integrates well with 
subjects across the curriculum. It demands both 
logical discipline and imaginative creativity in the 
selection and design of algorithms and the writing, 
testing and debugging of programs. 
 
What will I study? – Course Outline 
This specification promotes the integrated study of 
computer science. It will enable learners to develop 
a broad range of skills in the areas of programming, 
system development, computer architecture, data, 
communication and applications. 

How will I be assessed?  
Unit 1: Understanding Computer Science (Written 
examination):—Examination unit which looks at 
hardware, software and the impact of computing 
upon society. 

Unit 2—Computational Thinking and Programming 
(on screen exam) -This unit investigates problem 
solving, algorithms and programming constructs, 
programming languages, data structures and data 
types and security and authentication. 

Unit 3 – Software Development - Non-exam assessment: 20 
hours. This unit requires learners to produce a programmed 
solution to a problem. They must analyse the problem, 
design a solution to the problem, develop a final 
programmed solution, test the solution and give suggestions 
for further development of the solution. 
 
How will I learn? What skills will I acquire? 
The WJEC GCSE in Computer Science will require you to: 

 understand and apply the fundamental principles 
and concepts of computer science, including; 
abstraction, decomposition, logic, algorithms, and 
data representation 

 analyse problems in computational terms through 
practical experience of solving such problems, 
including designing, writing and debugging programs 
to do so  

 think creatively, innovatively, analytically, logically 
and critically  

 understand the components that make up digital 
systems, and how they communicate with one 
another and with other systems 

  understand the impacts of digital technology to the 
individual and to wider society  

  apply mathematical skills relevant to computer 
science. 

 
Progression following this course. What’s next? 
As well as preparing you for studying 
computing/programming at a higher level, such as AS or A 
levels;  
In addition, the specification provides a coherent, satisfying 
and worthwhile course of study for pupils who may not want 
progress to further study in this subject. 
 
Future career opportunities 
Due to the nature of the course you will be well prepared to 
start work in a range of employment areas and would be well 
equipped to take an Apprenticeship leading to a skilled 
programming or IT user role.  The course  extends learners’ 
horizons beyond the school or college environment in the 
appreciation of the effects of computer science on society 
and individuals.  
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CONSTRUCTION – LEVEL 1/2 AWARD 
Course Title                                            : Construction and Built Environment 
Examination Board/Web address     : WJEC       
Qualification                                          : Level 1 / 2 Award 
 

 
Aims of the course 
 
The Level 1 / 2 Awards in Construction and Built 
Environment allow for both practical and academic 
learning and assessment in the study of how 
buildings are designed, constructed and maintained. 
The award is made up of three units, each having an 
applied purpose which acts as a focus and provides 
a foundation of knowledge about the construction 
industry that will help learners progress to further 
study or enter the workplace 
 
What will I study? – Course Outline 
 
Unit 1 Through this unit, learners will gain the 
knowledge and understanding to be able to plan 
how to minimise risk to their own and others. 
Unit 2 Learners will be able to interpret technical 
information and use appropriate skills and 
techniques to carry out a range of practical tasks. 
Unit 3 Through this unit, learners will use learning 
from the development of practical skills and health 
and safety requirements to plan a straightforward 
building project.  
  
How will I learn? What skills will I acquire? 
 
The skills learnt are not only good for life and the 
world of work; they are an excellent pre-requisite 
for a full-time course within your preferred craft 
discipline. Not only that, these skills will make you 
stand out from the crowd and your friends when 
seeking an apprenticeship. 
 
 

 
How will I be assessed? 
 
The assessments are based on you demonstrating 
your knowledge and skills through the completion 
of all three Units. 
Unit 1 is assessed externally by an online exam 
during the first year.  
Unit 2 is a practical assessment to be completed 
under controlled conditions with time restraints 
incorporating three trade disciplines.  
Unit 3 is assessed by a written portfolio produced 
under controlled conditions and assessed internally 
in the final year. 
 
Progression following this course. What’s next? 
 
The Level 1 / 2 Awards have been designed around 
the concept of a 'plan, do, review' approach to 
learning. This mirrors many work-related activities 
in the construction industry and allows learning to 
take place in a range of contexts. As such, the 
qualification provides learners with a broad 
appreciation of work in construction and the built 
environment and wider opportunities for 
progression into further education, employment or 
training.  
 
Future career opportunities 
 

 Entry to Further Education 

 Employment/Apprenticeship 
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DRAMA GCSE 
Course Title                                            :  GCSE DRAMA  
Examination Board/Web address     : WJEC www.wjec.com 
Qualification                                          : GCSE            
Grade Range                                          : A* - G        

Aims of the course 
The course will help you to become a confident and 
independent interpreter of Drama in your own right 
and it’s not all about acting! 
You will need to be a good team player as you 
recognise the importance of both discipline and co-
operation within practical drama and theatre 
projects as you learn to be a performer or a 
technical operator. 
 
What will I study? – Course Outline 

The specification is robust and complex, and uses 

the following strategies and techniques that build 

on the work undertaken at key stage 3 

•Expressing in an active and exciting way 

•Working in a group 

•Contributing ideas and taking on board those of 

others 

•Exploring ideas by in other people’s shoes 

•Playing many parts in different imaginary 

situations 

•Creating individual drama work 

•Looking at plays written by other people 

 

You will have had experience of Drama during Key 

Stage 3 in Drama lessons, school productions and, 

perhaps, in English lessons. You may also be a 

member of an external drama club outside of 

school. Any of these experiences can help if you 

choose Drama as a GCSE subject. You will develop 

your improvisation and acting skills to a higher level. 

You will also look at plays in more detail and at 

different ways of bringing a script to life on stage. 

 

How will I be assessed? 

Unit 1: Devising Theatre  

Non-exam assessment: internally assessed, 

externally moderated 40% of qualification 60 marks 

Unit 2: Performing from a Text  

Non-exam assessment: externally assessed by a 

visiting examiner 20% of qualification 60 marks 

Unit 3: Interpreting Theatre  

Written examination: 1 hour 30 minutes 40% of 

qualification 60 marks 

A series of questions a set text and one question 

from a choice of two requiring analysis and 

evaluation of a given aspect of a live theatre 

production seen during the course. 

Progression following this course. What’s next? 

Drama & Performing Arts provides a worthwhile 

course for pupils from diverse backgrounds in terms 

of general education and lifelong learning. This 

course lays an appropriate foundation for further 

study of Drama in GCE Advanced 

Subsidiary/Advanced in Drama 

 

Future career opportunities 

This course is ideal for students who want to 

progress at a practical level into the Performing Arts 

industry. It is a demanding course and should only 

be considered if you are willing and able to take part 

in practical events both on and off-stage. It is also 

an ideal subject to take if you wish to develop your 

confidence, learn independently and work in a team 

– all of which are good qualities for any further 

study or career opportunity. 
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ENGINEERING – LEVEL 1/2 AWARD 
Course Title                                            : Level 1 / 2 Award Engineering  
Examination Board/Web address     :WJEC 
Grade Range                                          : Pass/Merit/Distinction 

 
Aims of the course 
 

 Develop a range of transferable engineering 
skills that will form a foundation for future 
learning. 

 Engage in a range of engineering processes 
and develop as effective and independent 
pupils. 

 Develop an awareness of emerging 
technologies and sustainable development. 

 Prepare pupils for entry into the workplace 
 
What will I study? – Course Outline 
 

 Engineering Design 

 Producing Engineering Products 

 Solving Engineering problems 
 
How will I learn? What skills will I acquire? 
 

Pupils learn through: 

 Researching and analysing information to 
produce design solutions for clients. 

 Developing design ideas using a range of 
techniques. 

 Reading engineering drawings. 

 Developing practical skills to produce 
engineered products. 

 Understanding the impact of new 
Technology on engineered products. 

 
Pupils acquire skills in: 

 Drawing techniques. 

 Use of engineering equipment. 

 CAD/CAM. 

 Communication. 

 Problem solving. 

 Application of number. 
 

 
How will I be assessed? 
 

 Unit 1 – Internal assessment, external 
assessment 

 Unit 2 – Internal assessment, external 
moderation 

 Unit 3 – External moderation 

  
Progression following this course. What’s next? 
 

 Engineering level 3  

 Apprenticeships 

 Degree courses 
 
 
Future career opportunities 
 

 Modern apprenticeships in industries such as 
civil engineering, electronics, cosmetics, 
medicine, film, building trades. Students can 
learn and earn through learning in a work 
environment and getting formal 
qualifications. 

 Students can work towards becoming an 
Engineering Technician, Incorporated 
Engineer or a Chartered Engineer. 

 
In the current climate there are excellent 
opportunities.  In particular, enticing females into 
Engineering is a focus point at present. For more 
information on opportunities for all visit 
www.careerswales.com. 
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FRENCH GCSE 
Course Title                                            :    GCSE FRENCH 
Examination Board/Web address     :    WJEC/www.wjec.co.uk 
Qualification                                          :    GCSE  
Grade Range                                          :    A* - G 

Aims of the course 
GCSE French enables learners to  

 develop the ability to communicate confidently 
in the target language 

 express and develop thoughts and ideas 

 deepen knowledge about how language works 

 acquire new knowledge, skills and ways of 
thinking 

 develop awareness and understanding of 
countries where French is spoken 

 develop language learning skills  

 develop language strategies 

 develop knowledge of the language in a variety 
of contexts 

 develop the ability to communicate effectively in 
the language. 

The study of a language will broaden horizons, develop 
cultural knowledge and understanding and foster 
transferable skills such as confidence, communication, 
problem solving and creativity. 
 
What will I study? – Course Outline 
Identity and culture : which includes self and 
relationships, technology and social media, health and 
fitness, entertainment and leisure, food and drink and 
festivals and celebrations. 
Wales and the World : which includes local areas of 
interest, transport, local and regional features and 
characteristics, holidays and tourism, environment and 
social issues. 
Current and future study and employment : which 
includes school and college life, work experience, part-
time jobs and career plans. 
 
How will I learn? What skills will I acquire? 
The GCSE course allows for the development of : 

 Literacy 

 Numeracy 

 Digital Literacy 

 Critical Thinking and Problem Solving 

 Planning and Organisation 

 Creativity and Innovation 

 Personal Effectiveness 

How will I be assessed? 
Speaking 
This consists of three tasks – a role play, a photo card 
discussion and a conversation – carried out in class with 
your teacher.  This assessment is carried out in April of 
year 11 and is worth 25% of the total award. 
Listening  
This is an external exam sat at the end of year 11.  It 
consists of various question types and is answered in 
both English and French.   It is worth 25% of the final 
award. 
Reading 
Again, this is an external exam sat at the end of year 11.  
It is also made up of various question types and is also 
answered in both English and French.  It is also worth 
25% of the final award. 
Writing 
This is an exam sat at the end of year 11 and is made up 
of a range of written tasks.  It makes up the final 25% of 
the final award. 
 
Progression following this course. What’s next? 
Pupils who are successful in GCSE French can go on to 
study AS and A2 French in years 12 and 13. 
 
Future career opportunities 
As well as specialist language options such as teaching, 
translating and interpreting, people who can speak other 
languages are employed within the following area : 

 Creative and Media 

 Engineering 

 Event Management 

 Law 

 Health, Medicine and Social Care 

 Manufacturing 

 Retail/Marketing 

 Technology and Computer Gaming 

 Travel and Tourism 
 

In fact, almost any sector you can think of!  Look at 
www.routesintolanguages.ac.uk for some more ideas. 

 

http://www.routesintolanguages.ac.uk/
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GEOGRAPHY GCSE 
Course Title                                            : GCSE Geography 
Examination Board/Web address     : WJEC www.wjec.co.uk 
Qualification                                          : GCSE in Geography 
Grade Range                                          : A* to U 

Aims of the course 
The course seeks to give students a broad and balanced 
knowledge of both physical and human topics. Within 
the physical part the features and processes of many of 
the world’s natural environments and the mechanisms 
that operate to create these featured are discovered. 
Within the human part the way that human society is 
progressing and the many challenges and issues facing 
human inhabitation of the planet in the near future are 
explored. 

 
What will I study? – Course Outline 
In year 10 and 11 two units are studied: 

1. Unit One has two sections, Changing Physical 
and Human Landscapes which is made up of 
traditional Physical and Human Geography topics 
and an Options section which will study either 
Coastal Hazards and Management or Tectonic 
Landscapes and Hazards. 

2. Unit Two has two sections also. The first is 
Weather, Climate and Ecosystems and 
Development and Resource Issues and the 
second is an Options unit which will study either 
Social Development Issues or Environmental 
Challenges. 

There are also two fieldwork enquiries to be undertaken 
during the course based on topics which are supplied by 
the WJEC and chosen by the school. 
One task will concern fieldwork methodology and the 
other geographical concepts. 
Both tasks will concern areas of study the student is 
familiar with from lesson and fieldwork experiences. 

 
How will I learn? What skills will I acquire? 
Classroom based study forms a large part of the course 
but in geography you are as likely to be making river 
models out of sand and sculpting a floodplain and delta 
as you are writing notes! 
Do not be surprised in the tectonics unit if you find 
yourself simulating an earthquake or testing a laser pen 
prediction technique! 
We use models of renewable energy sources, play 
‘population top trumps’ and ‘name the company’ and do 
many more interesting and enjoyable activities. 

You can also get muddy and dirty (if you want!) on 
outdoor fieldtrips and active visits to places we will 
study. 
 
Geographers need to interpret data, gather information, 
sort fact from fiction, make sustainable choices and look 
far into the future.  
Strong in values and skills, geography is the key to the 
future - your future, their future, our future.  
Prepare to be amazed! 

 
How will I be assessed? 
The course is set over two years with two final 
examinations at the end of the course. 
The first examination covers the topics studied in Unit 
One and is worth 40% of the final GCSE grade. 
The second examination covers the topics studied in Unit 
Two and is worth a further 40% of the final GCSE grade. 
The remaining 20% is gained through the submission of 
the two fieldwork enquiries. The tasks are internally 
marked and sent for moderation. 

 
Progression following this course. What’s next? 
GCSE study leads ultimately to AS and A level study but 
many other subjects benefit from a good base of 
knowledge in geography. 
Progression further to study geography or geographically 
based enquiry at university or college such as 
environmental and climate science, marine 
biogeography, town and city planning and geology are 
popular routes with students. 

 
Future career opportunities 
Statistics show that compared with many other subjects, 
geographers are the most employable with transferable 
skills that employers actively look for.  
Some jobs make direct use of students’ geographical 
understanding while others use the broad base of 
knowledge that geographers develop.  
The place that geography occupies between the arts and 
the sciences gives geographers unique talents that are 
keenly desired by industry, services and managerial 
sectors. 
All employers find a good geographer invaluable! 
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HISTORY GCSE 
Course Title                                       : History 
Examination Board/Web add.      : WJEC      http://www.wjec.co.uk/qualifications/history/history-gcse/ 
Qualification                                     : GCSE 
Grade Range                                     : A*-U 

 
Aims of the course 
GCSE History aims to provide you with the skills 
necessary to do well in your life after school and 
provide topics that you will find exciting and 
interesting. 
It will be a challenging subject but it will be worth 
it! Together with some hard work and plenty of 
help and support from your teachers you will 
achieve a good result in a subject respected by 
employers. 
 
What will I study? – Course Outline 
Your course is split up into four sections. Germany 
1929-47 and Russia 1905-1924 are studied in detail. 
The Germany 1929-47 section covers the rise of 
Hitler, his treatment of the German people 
including the Jews, World War II and the Holocaust. 
The Russia 1905-24 topic looks at the Russian 
Revolution and individuals such as Lenin and 
Trotsky. 
The United States 1929-2000 is our outline study 
and covers numerous world famous events and 
people such as Martin Luther King, Rosa Parks and 
the bus boycott, the Cuban Missile Crisis and 
Vietnam. 
The Controlled Assessment section of the course 
investigates the Second World War. 
 
How will I learn? What skills will I acquire? 
All topics are taught using a variety of methods 
including the use of ICT, debates, role-play and 
study visits. Previous visits have included Berlin and 
the battlefields of WWI. History teaches you a 
variety of skills which will help you greatly in future 
life. It will help you develop your literacy skills and 
to argue a case. You will understand how people 
think and feel. This subject will also improve your 
skills in investigation, study and research. You will 
be able to work as an individual and make 
independent decisions and write reports which are 
concise, relevant and supported by evidence. 

 
How will I be assessed? 
The GCSE History course is examined in the 
following way: 
Paper 1: Germany 1929-47    (25% of final mark) 
                Russia 1905-24          (25% of final mark) 
 
Paper 2: USA 1929-2000         (25% of final mark) 
 
Controlled Assessment          (25% of final mark) 
 
Progression following this course. What’s next? 
The skills that are taught within the subject are very 
useful within work, study and life. 
The skills you learn in your GCSE History course 
would benefit all your other subjects. However, 
History goes particularly well with Welsh, French, 
Geography, R.E., Science, Maths and Art.  
The History Department offers A Levels in History 
and Government and Politics, subjects that are very 
beneficial for any pupils planning to apply for 
further study after school. A qualification in History 
is seen as a good indication of a person’s ability by 
many colleges and universities. As a result it could 
be a valuable addition to your options. 
 
 
Future career opportunities 
You don’t have to be a History teacher! The good 
thing about History is that it doesn’t tie you down to 
a specific job or career. A History GCSE could help 
you in the media, the civil service and local 
government, law, retail management, banking, the 
police and education. A GCSE in History on your CV 
is recognised for many jobs and doesn’t restrict your 
job opportunities. 
 
 
 
 

 

 



34 
 

Hawthorn High School – Year 9 Option Booklet 2017 

 

 

HOSPITALITY AND CATERING LEVEL 1/2 AWARD 
Course Title                                            : Level 1 / 2 Award in Hospitality and Catering 
Examination Board/Web address     : WJEC 
Grade Range                                          : Pass/Merit/Distinction 

 

Aims of the course 
 

 Develop a range of transferable skills within 
the Hospitality and Catering Industry 

 Engage in a range of practical food based 
activities and develop as effective and 
independent pupils 

 To understand the importance of customer 
satisfaction 

 Prepare pupils for entry into the workplace 

 To develop creativity and innovative thinking 
 

What will I study? – Course Outline 
 

 Types of catering outlets 

 Hygiene and Safety 

 How to prepare and present food 

 How to manage hospitality events 

 How to plan menus 

 The impact of Hospitality and Catering on the 
environment – positive and negative 

 
How will I learn? What skills will I acquire? 
 

Pupils learn through: 

 Practical activities in a simulated work 
environment 

 Demonstrations by teacher and guests 

 Interactive video/DVD 

 Visits to hospitality/catering environments 

 Textbooks/worksheets/articles 

 Group activities in a simulated environment 
 

Pupils acquire skills in: 

 Decorating and garnishing food 

 Working effectively as part of a team 

 Managing health and safety 

 Preparing rooms for events 

 Preparing foods for a multicultural society 
 
 
 

 
How will I be assessed? 
 

 Unit 1 –  On-line exam 

 Unit 2 – Internal practical assessment, 
externally moderated 

 
Progression following this course. What’s next? 
 

 Level 3 Food, Science and Nutrition 

 Day release college courses 

 Level 3 NVQ Diploma in Advanced Cookery 

 Training in a hospitality outlet 
 
 
Future career opportunities 
 

 Management of restaurants/hotels/leisure 
attractions 

  Senior positions in food preparation / 
service/accommodation 

 Transport catering 

 Opportunities to work abroad 

 Training/teaching 

 Environmental health 
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LEISURE AND TOURISM GCSE 
Course Title                                            : Leisure and Tourism 
Examination Board/Web address     : WJEC       www.wjec.co.uk/qualifications/leisure-and-tourism/ 
Qualification                                          : GCSE 
Grade Range                                          : A*-G 

Aims of the course 
The GCSE Leisure & Tourism course is designed to 
help students progress into the advanced level of 
study such as A level Travel and Tourism or to enter 
the world of employment in the Leisure and 
Tourism Industry. The course will give students a 
broad understanding of leisure and tourism, 
including the important vocational areas of 
customer service and marketing, as well as 
providing an insight into both the sport and 
recreation and travel and tourism industries in the 
UK.  
 
What will I study? – Course Outline 
The units that comprise the course are:  
Unit 1: Leisure and Tourism Provision. This unit 
involves study of the definition of Leisure and 
Tourism and how the industry operates. The range 
of employment opportunities are covered as are the 
way the industry caters for people of all ages and 
for all destinations. This unit is worth 60% of the 
single award. 
Unit 2: Leisure and Tourism Destinations. This unit 
begins to understand why people travel to different 
destinations for Leisure and Tourism. Different 
destinations and the facilities offered there are 
studied in places in Europe and further afield. This 
unit is worth 40% of the single award.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

How will I be assessed? 
The Leisure and Tourism GCSE course is studied as a 
single option.  
It is examined by one Controlled Assessment of 8 to 
10 hours duration and one examination of 90 
minutes.  
 
How will I learn? What skills will I acquire? 
The study of Leisure and Tourism involves class 
based study of various elements and principles and 
then a great deal of the work is brought into a real 
life situation by visiting speakers, field study and 
visits to various leisure and other locations.  
You can expect to experience a great many of the 
topics we cover in class for yourself in the real 
world. If you would like to see how the theory in 
class translates to the wider world for real then this 
is the course for you. 
 
Progression following this course. What’s next? 
GCSE Leisure and Tourism can lead to further study 
of the industry at A level and many college and 
university courses are suited to the Leisure and 
Tourism candidate.  
Employers are especially interested in prospective 
employees who have had first hand  
experience of the industry in which they will be 
working in 
 
Future career opportunities 
In the UK, over 1.5 million people are employed in 
leisure and tourism, the fastest-growing industry in 
the world.  
 
 
 

 

 

 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiLjcHFwq3RAhXG8RQKHRUwCfIQjRwIBw&url=http://thehollybushinn.co.uk/the-solution-of-tourism/&psig=AFQjCNFzgxS5L8okgGPBEvadWAmtqhmNOg&ust=1483792118171593
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MEDIA GCSE 
Course Title                                            : MEDIA STUDIES 
Examination Board/Web address     : WJEC wjec.co.uk 
Qualification                                          : GCSE 
Grade Range                                          : A* - G 

Aims of the course 
The course will help you to understand the way in 
which you use the media and explore the ways in 
which you make sense of their messages. You will 
never be able to look at a film or television 
programme or magazine in the same way again  
What will I study? – Course Outline 
In GCSE Media Studies   we study a variety of 
different media.  
This includes film, television, animated film, radio, 
magazines, music videos, websites and computer 
games. 
How will I learn? What skills will I acquire? 
As well as developing media skills you will also learn 
to 

 conduct research 

 lead a team 

 work independently 

 think critically 

 relate texts to their social context 
Progression following this course. What’s next? 
 
Pupils who have followed this course will have the 
necessary knowledge, understanding and skills 
needed to progress either to the more demanding 
AS/A Level in Media Studies or other equivalent 
level qualifications, including BTEC level 3 
 
Future career opportunities 
 
If you like challenging how you see the world and 
can express your ideas and like asking difficult 
questions 
If you want to find out how to analyse:  
Films – TV – newspapers – magazines – websites – 
advertising – music industry then Media Studies is 
for you. It can lead to a variety of career paths 
including working in the media. 

How will I be assessed?  
Unit 1: Exploring the Media 
Written examination: 1 hour 30 minutes 
30% of qualification  
60 Marks  
Section A: Music 
This section will assess knowledge and 
understanding of media language, 
representation, media industries and audiences. 
One stepped question and one two-part question. 
Section B: Representations – advertising, video 
games and newspapers 
One question from a choice of two. Each question 
will be set on a different media form 
(advertising, video games or newspapers) 
One stepped question based on unseen print-based 
resource material related to 
advertising, video games or newspapers. 
Unit 2: Understanding Television and Film 
Written examination: 1 hour 30 minutes 
30% of qualification 
60 marks 
Section A: Wales on Television 
One stepped question on media industries and 
audiences. 
One stepped question on media language and 
representation. 
Section B: Contemporary Hollywood Film 
One stepped question on media industries and 
audiences. 
One extended response question on media 
language. 
Unit 3: Creating Media  
Non-exam assessment  
40% of qualification  
80 marks  
A media production, including individual research 
and planning, created in response to a choice of 
briefs set by WJEC, and applying knowledge and 
understanding of key concepts. An individual 
reflective analysis of the production.  
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MUSIC GCSE 
Course Title                                            : MUSIC GCSE 
Examination Board/Web address     : WJEC – www.wjec.co.uk 
Qualification                                          : GCSE 
Grade Range                                          : A* - G 

Aims of the course 
The music GCSE course extends the basic skills that you 
have learned in Key Stage 3; performing, composing and 
appraising. If you play an instrument, sing, write your 
own music or simply enjoy listening to a variety of 
musical styles then you have special skills which we can 
develop.  
 

Music is a big part of all our lives, and it can be a 
powerful focus or creativity, expression and building self-
confidence. These transferrable skills make GCSE music a 
wise and valuable choice for any musically minded pupil. 
 

What will I study? – Course Outline 
The three components of GCSE music are: 
 

1. Performing (35%) – Controlled Assessment 
2. Composing (35%) – Controlled Assessment 
3. Appraising (30%) – External Assessment 

 
You will explore these units in relation to 4 main areas of 
study. These are: Musical Forms and Devices, Music for 
Ensemble, Film Music and Popular Music. 
 

How will I learn? What skills will I acquire? 
You will be actively engaged in the process of music 
study in order to develop as effective and independent 
learners and as critical and reflective thinkers with 
enquiring minds.  
 

You will be given opportunity to develop your own 
musical interests and skills including the ability to make 
music individually and in groups. Performances and 
compositions can be in any style, using any combination 
of instruments or voices. 
 

You will be encouraged to evaluate your own and others' 
music; as well as learning to understand and appreciate a 
range of different kinds of music.  
 

In addition to the development of your musical skills, this 
qualification gives candidates opportunities to develop 
broader life-skills and attributes including critical and 
creative thinking, aesthetic sensitivity and emotional and 
cultural development. 

How will I be assessed? 
For the performance component you will be required to 
play or sing a solo piece and perform as part of a group. 
The performance exam takes place in March of Year 11, 
by which time you should be performing at a minimum 
standard of Grade 3.  
 

The composition component requires you to write two 
pieces of music, with a combined length of between 3-6 
minutes. This will be marked by your teacher and sent 
away for external moderation in April of Year 11. This 
can be thought of as a coursework element and you will 
be encouraged to make use of a variety of musical 
software to create your own music. 
 

The final component to be undertaken is appraisal. This 
takes the form of a 1½ hour listening/ written exam in 
May of Year 11. It involves listening to extracts of music 
from the different areas of study and answering a variety 
of question types such as multiple choice, comparison 
and extended writing, based on the music you hear. 
 

Progression following this course. What’s next? 
Following a GCSE in music, you may wish to study AS or A 
level music. These courses are ideal for those wishing to 
work in performance, composing or the performing arts. 
 

At universities, the options are even wider. Courses on 
offer include music composition, music production, 
music theatre, musicology, jazz, media, music 
performance, digital and audio technology and teaching 
to name but a few. 
 

Future career opportunities 
Music is a very broad field; it encompasses the whole 
music industry as well as actual music making. There are 
lots of choices for a career in music, such as; orchestral 
performer, session player, pop artist, backing singer, 
teaching, music therapy, sound engineering, composing 
for TV, music lawyer, recording or marketing. 
 

Music is a valuable addition to any CV. A qualification in 
music shows that you have a wide range of transferrable 
skills including team work, self-discipline, creativity and 
commitment. 
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PHYSICAL EDUCATION GCSE 
Course Title                                            : PHYSICAL EDUCATION 
Examination Board/Web address     : WJEC 
Qualification                                          : GCSE 
Grade Range                                          : A* - G 
 
Aims of the course 
This WJEC GCSE in physical education will enable learners to 
engage in a practical course, designed to encourage learners 
to be inspired, motivated and challenged by the subject and 
enable them to make informed decisions about further 
learning opportunities and career pathways. Through studying 
GCSE Physical Education learners will acquire the knowledge, 
understanding, skills and values to develop and maintain their 
performance in 
physical activities and understand the benefits to health, 
fitness and well-being. Learners will develop theoretical 
knowledge and understanding of the factors that underpin 
physical activity and sport and use this knowledge to improve 
performance. 
 
What will I study? – Course Outline 
develop theoretical knowledge and understanding of the 
factors that underpin physical activity and sport and use this 
knowledge to improve performance 

understand how the physiological and  psychological state 
affects performance in physical activity and sport 

perform effectively in different physical activities by 
developing skills and techniques and selecting and using 
tactics, strategies and/or compositional ideas 

develop their ability to analyse and evaluate to improve 
performance in physical activity and sport 

understand the contribution which physical activity and 
sport make to health, fitness and well-being 

understand key socio-cultural influences which can affect 
people’s involvement in physical activity and sport in Wales 
and the wider world. 
 
What will I learn? What skills will I acquire? 
The makeup of the course will encourage you to learn in a 
number of different ways. You will have the opportunity to 
develop your own learning and take responsibility for your 
own progress. You will work as part of a team and develop 
your communication skills and the ability to work with others. 
Some of the practical activities will allow you to develop your 
problem solving skills.  
The practical course will allow you to continue to develop your 
skill level and also your tactical knowledge within the sport. 
The theory side of the course will allow you to develop your 
recall and understanding and apply these in the final exam. 
 

 
How will I be assessed? 
The course will be assessed in 2 ways. 50% of the course is 
practical, made up of 1 major activity that will include a fitness 
programme linked to the sports requirements. You will also 
need to be assessed in 2 minor activities. The activities must 
consist of at least 1 individual sport and 1 team sport. The 
choice of activities is specified by WJEC. Please check with the 
PE department for the full list of acceptable activities for this 
course. This will be marked internally and externally 
moderated in the spring term of year 11. The other 50% is a 
theory exam, 2 hours long, sat at the end of year 11. 
 
Progression following this course. What’s next? 
The GCSE PE course leads on to a number of courses at Key 
Stage 5.  
BTEC Sport (Level 3) is offered at both the single and the 
double within Hawthorn High School. 
A Level PE is also offered within the consortium. 
 
Future career opportunities 
The GCSE PE course provides a good basis for understanding 
the value and benefits of exercise, as well developing a good 
skill level in many sports.  
Following PE as a course will provide a good grounding for 
many future careers. Previous students of the GCSE course 
have progressed on to Key Stage 5 and then to university to 
study a variety of degrees. These students are now following 
these careers: 

 PE teacher 

 Physiotherapist 

 Radiographer 

 Primary School Teacher 

 Personal Trainer 

 Police Service 

 Fire Service 

 Retail management 
 
The skills learnt within the PE course are easily transferable to 
many jobs and careers. 
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SPANISH GCSE 
Course Title                                            :    GCSE SPANISH 
Examination Board/Web address     :    WJEC/www.wjec.co.uk 
Qualification                                          :    GCSE  
Grade Range                                          :    A* - G 

Aims of the course 
GCSE Spanish enables learners to  

 develop the ability to communicate confidently 
in the target language 

 express and develop thoughts and ideas 

 deepen knowledge about how language works 

 acquire new knowledge, skills and ways of 
thinking 

 develop awareness and understanding of 
countries where Spanish is spoken 

 develop language learning skills  

 develop language strategies 

 develop knowledge of the language in a variety 
of contexts 

 develop the ability to communicate effectively in 
the language. 
 

The study of a language will broaden horizons, develop 
cultural knowledge and understanding and foster 
transferable skills such as confidence, communication, 
problem solving and creativity. 
 
What will I study? – Course Outline 
Identity and culture : which includes self and 
relationships, technology and social media, health and 
fitness, entertainment and leisure, food and drink and 
festivals and celebrations. 
Wales and the World : which includes local areas of 
interest, transport, local and regional features and 
characteristics, holidays and tourism, environment and 
social issues. 
Current and future study and employment : which 
includes school and college life, work experience, part-
time jobs and career plans. 
 
How will I learn? What skills will I acquire? 
The GCSE course allows for the development of : 

 Literacy 

 Numeracy 

 Digital Literacy 

 Critical Thinking and Problem Solving 

 Planning and Organisation 

 Creativity and Innovation 

 Personal Effectiveness 

How will I be assessed? 
Speaking 
This consists of three tasks – a role play, a photo card 
discussion and a conversation – carried out in class with 
your teacher.  This assessment is carried out in April of 
year 11 and is worth 25% of the total award. 
Listening  
This is an external exam sat at the end of year 11.  It 
consists of various question types and is answered in 
both English and Spanish.   It is worth 25% of the final 
award. 
Reading 
Again, this is an external exam sat at the end of year 11.  
It is also made up of various question types and is also 
answered in both English and Spanish.  It is also worth 
25% of the final award. 
Writing 
This is an exam sat at the end of year 11 and is made up 
of a range of written tasks.  It makes up the final 25% of 
the final award. 
 
Progression following this course. What’s next? 
Pupils who are successful in GCSE Spanish can go on to 
study AS and A2 Spanish. 
 
Future career opportunities 
As well as specialist language options such as teaching, 
translating and interpreting, people who can speak other 
languages are employed within the following area : 

 Creative and Media 

 Engineering 

 Event Management 

 Law 

 Health, Medicine and Social Care 

 Manufacturing 

 Retail/Marketing 

 Technology and Computer Gaming 

 Travel and Tourism 
In fact, almost any sector you can think of!  Look at 
www.routesintolanguages.ac.uk for some more ideas. 

http://www.routesintolanguages.ac.uk/
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SPORT - EDEXCEL BTEC LEVEL 2 : SASAL (OUTDOOR EDUCATION) 
Course Title                                            : LEVEL 2 AWARD IN SASAL (OUTDOOR EDUCATION) 
Examination Board/Web address     : EDEXCEL 
Qualification                                          : LEVEL 2 
Grade Range                                          : PASS, MERIT AND DISTINCTION 

 
Aims of the course 
The outdoor education sector is  diverse with a wide 
range of employment opportunities. This can include 
working as in outdoor education centre or with specific 
activity based within the OAA industry.  
This course is designed to mainly provide learners in 
schools and colleges with a broad introduction to the 
world outdoor education. Successful completion of the 
qualification, together with other relevant qualifications 
at Level 2 such as GCSE English, Maths and Science, could 
lead to learners progressing into Further Education 
and/or training. This could include:  

· A Level in Physical Education  
· Level 3 vocational qualifications in Sport 

(Delivered here in KS5) 
  
This is a specialist qualification under the QCF 
framework. This course is aimed at giving learners the 
knowledge, understanding and skills that they need to 
prepare for future education or the work place.  
  
What will I learn? What skills will I acquire? 
The Edexcel BTEC Level 2 Award/Extended Certificate in 
Skills and Activities for 
Sport and Active Leisure (Outdoor Education) (QCF) have 
been developed to give 
learners the opportunity to: 
• develop specialist skills in outdoor education in the 
sport and active leisure sector 
• achieve a stand-alone qualification in outdoor 
education in the sport and active leisure sector 
• achieve a nationally recognised Level 2 vocationally-
related qualification 
• progress to related general and/or vocational 
qualifications 
• engage in learning that is relevant to them and which 
will provide opportunities to develop a range of skills and  
techniques, personal skills and attributes essential for 
successful performance in working life. 
How will I be assessed? 
This course is continually assessed using practical 
performances and written assignments. There is no 
external examination for this course.  

 
Progression following this course. What’s next? 
This course leads on to a number of courses at Key Stage 
5.  
BTEC Sport (Level 3) is offered at both the single and the 
double within Hawthorn High School. 
A Level PE is also offered within the consortium. 
 
What does the course consist of? 
The course involves 3 units of study each carrying the 
same weighting of 10 credits.  
 
All 3 units must be passed to be awarded the 
qualification.  
The final Level 2 qualification is equivalent to 2 GCSE’s 
where a Pass is equivalent to a grade C, a merit a grade B 
and a Distinction a grade A. 
 
Unit 1: Leading Outdoor and Adventurous Activities 
(T/600/2261) 
Through this unit learners gain an understanding of how 
to lead activities within the Outdoor Education Sectors. 
This will involve planning and running events for younger 
pupils to demonstrate their leadership qualities.  
Unit 2: Expedition Experience (D/502/5538) 
It is through this unit that learners gain knowledge and 
understanding the factors involved in planning and 
carrying out an expedition. Here the learner will look at 
the environmental and safety factors involved as well as 
the physical requirements of an expedition. 
Unit 3: Outdoor and Adventurous Activities 
(M/600/2260) 
Within this unit learners gain knowledge, understanding 
and practical experience of a number of different 
Outdoor and Adventurous Activities. Some of these will 
be carried out on site and some will be carried out in 
specialist centres. Here the learners will look at the skills 
and techniques needed for the different activities as well 
as undertaking analysis of performance and planning for 
future improvements. 
More information can be found on the Edexcel Website: 
http://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/btec-specialist-and-
professional-qualifications/sport-and-recreation/btec-specialist-skills-and-
activities-for-sport-active-leisure-outdoor-education-l2.html 
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